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Background  

Environment (Wales) Act 2016 
 
The 2015 Paris Agreement put in place a roadmap for decarbonisation of the global 
economy. The Environment (Wales) Act requires Welsh Ministers to reduce 
emissions of greenhouse gases by at least 80 per cent in 2050, compared to the 
1990 baseline. The Act also requires Welsh Minsters to set emissions targets for 
2020, 2030 and 2040, and carbon budgets that limit the amount of emissions over 5-
year periods. The Welsh Government has therefore set a decarbonisation pathway 
in line with the Act. 

Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 
 
The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act is about improving the social, 
economic, environmental and cultural well-being of Wales. It will make the public 
bodies listed in the Act think more about the long-term, work better with people and 
communities and each other, look to prevent problems and take a more joined-up 
approach. This will help us to create a Wales that we all want to live in, now and in 
the future. 
 
Wales faces a number of challenges, such as climate change, poverty, health 
inequalities and jobs and growth. To tackle these we need to work together. To give 
current and future generations a good quality of life we need to think about the long 
term impact of the decisions we make. This law will make sure that our public sector 
does this. 

Consultation 
 
The aim of the consultation was to gather views from young people on our ideas for 
cutting emissions between now and 2030. The consultation document can be found 
at https://beta.gov.wales/low-carbon-pathway-wales. 
 
Overall there were 96 responses to the consultation, 95 in English and 1 in Welsh. 
All responses were submitted online. This report summarises the responses to each 
question in the consultation. 
 
 

 
 
 

  

https://beta.gov.wales/low-carbon-pathway-wales
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1. How old are you? 
 
The highest proportion of respondents were under 10 (39%). Second was 11-15 
(32%), meaning under 16s accounted for 71% of all responses. The 16-20 bracket 
had the lowest representation with 9%. 21-25 year olds made up 16% of all 
responses and 4% did not specify their age. 
 

Age Percentage of responses 

Under 10 39% 

11-15 32% 

16-20 9% 

21-25 16% 

Prefer not to say 4% 

2. Are you in school, college or university? 
 
Over half of responses were from young people in Primary schools (58%). 16% were 
in Secondary school and 6% in either college or university, meaning that 80% of 
respondents were still in education. 14% listed as Other and 3% did not specify. 
 

  Percentage of responses 

Primary school 58% 

Secondary school 16% 

College 3% 

University 3% 

Other 14% 

Prefer not to say 5% 

 

3. Do you think climate change is taken seriously enough 
in Wales? 
 
The responses indicated half of young people do not feel climate change is taken 
seriously enough. Responses from Primary school pupils were predominantly 
positive (46%). The figures are the reverse for all other groups, with more negative 
responses than positive. 
 

 Percentage of responses 

 All 
responses 

Primary 
school 

Secondary 
school 

College / 
University 

Other /  
Prefer not to say 

Yes 33% 46% 20% 33% 6% 
No 50% 41% 53% 67% 67% 

Don’t know 17% 13% 27% 0% 28% 
 

Although the results differed many of the issues which were highlighted were similar.  
There was a strong feeling among respondents that the public do not understand the 
emissions they are producing or the impact they have on climate change. They felt 
there was a lack of education, responsibility and that climate change is not a priority. 
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This was also true for industry, local authorities, Government (Welsh and UK) and 
globally. 
 
Overall, the comments asked for Government to do more to help promote a low 
carbon lifestyle. For example, to incentivise public transport, electric vehicles, 
renewable energy, reduction in energy demand and for industry to become cleaner.  
 
The positive responses acknowledged that Wales already has the 2050 target in 
place, which was seen as a good start. Others recognised the work which has been 
already done on renewable energy and recycling in Wales.  

4. Overall, how much do you agree with our ideas for 
reducing emissions? (1=completely agree, 5=completely 
disagree) 
 
On the whole, more than two thirds of young people agreed with our ideas for 
reducing emissions. Nearly three quarters of respondents in Primary and Secondary 
school agreed, although Secondary school pupils were slightly more likely to 
disagree (14% versus 8%). 
 

Level of 
agreement 

Percentage of responses 

 All 
responses 

Primary 
school 

Secondary 
school 

College / 
University 

Other /  
Prefer not to say 

1 31% 34% 33% 33% 17% 

2 38% 38% 40% 17% 44% 
3 18% 21% 13% 0% 11% 

4 7% 4% 13% 33% 6% 
5 7% 4% 0% 17% 22% 

 
Although the comments were generally positive they came with a few caveats, the 
main one being these ideas should be implemented in full in order to achieve the 
change needed. There were some concerns about whether these ideas were too 
ambitious, whether they were enough to reduce emissions from industry and 
questioned how much they would cost. Others felt these actions were not ambitious 
enough. 
 
Other ideas from respondents included banning petrol and diesel cars, reducing 
plastic waste and improving energy efficiency across all sectors.  

5. What other ideas do you have for reducing emissions 
between now and 2030? 

Power 

 Invest in renewable schemes like Swansea Bay Tidal Lagoon 

 Homemade wind turbines in your garden 

 More and cheaper solar panels/ renewable energy 

 Use less electricity 

 Build an industry for renewable energy using engineers from local universities 
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Transport  

 Have pedestrian prioritised crossings where the lights are generally green for 
pedestrians, with the shorter intervals for cars to pass 

 Electric cars need to be more affordable, there aren’t currently many electric 
cars that the average family could afford 

 More and better public transport that is more affordable 

 Drive less 

 Increase active travel 

 Improve transport links 

 Develop carbon neutral transport 

 Build more cycle lanes 

 Ban all single occupancy vehicles 

 Fewer flights 

Industry and Business 

 Less polluting factories  

 Ban plastic packaging 

 Better education around emission reduction 

 Closing factories for 2 weeks a year 

 Reduce the amount of factories 

 Store gases underground 

 Stop selling non LED light bulbs 

 Stricter regulations on industry and push technologies such as carbon capture 

Buildings 

 Fit all new buildings with solar panels 

 Insulate homes  

 Make older houses more energy efficient  

 Guide public on how to reduce household emissions 

 Decarbonise homes 
 
Agriculture/ Land use 

 Eat more local/ home-grown food 

 Encourage people to eat local food and less meat 

 Redesign farm subsidies after Brexit to discourage sheep farming everywhere 

 Begin replanting lost ancient woodlands in the national parks 

 Increase funding for environmental science, especially that which focuses on 
solutions 

Education/ Careers 

 Give more information to schools 

 More education and public awareness on TV and in schools 

 Educate the older population 

 Increase funding for environmental sciences 

Waste 

 Reduce plastic use 

 Recycle more / improve recycling 

 Ban plastic packaging 
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6. Which areas do you think should reduce emissions 
first?  
 
Respondents felt Power was the most important sector to decarbonise with just over 
27% of responses, closely followed by Transport on 24%. Waste was third with 18%, 
followed by buildings (16%) and Agriculture last with 15%. The main reasons were 
linked with Power being the largest emissions sector and the need to transition to 
low carbon, renewable sources. 
 
There was an overarching behaviour change suggestion as consumers we need to 
change how we consume energy, what we eat and where we get our food from. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. How do you think our ideas to reduce emissions might 
affect you?  
 
There were a lot of respondents who thought the ideas to reduce emissions would 
have an impact on them. The majority of these believed these impacts will be 
positive, highlighting better job opportunities, access to public transport and active 
travel, improved health and cleaner air. It was felt this could have a significant impact 
on members of the public changing their behaviour and in most part help people 
save money. One respondent concluded: “It will make Wales a better place to live.” 
 
Some respondents felt the ideas would impact negatively on them. They felt it would 
take longer to travel, many won’t be able to afford electric vehicles and energy 
efficiency could be expensive for people. They were also worried about some 
businesses not having a future in a decarbonised Wales. 

8. Do you have any other comments about this 
consultation?  
 
There were more limited comments in responses to this question but there was a 
strong feeling that young people liked being engaged and felt the questions were 
relevant to them. One comment called to “ensure actions actually take place”, many 
others asked for us to consider the impacts we are having on animals and 
ecosystems. Others reiterated points which were highlighted earlier in the 
consultation responses, such as reducing plastic and creating more renewable 
energy.  

  

Sector Percentage of responses 

Power 27% 

Transport 24% 

Waste 18% 

Buildings 16% 

Agriculture 15% 
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Conclusion  
 
Respondents did not feel there is enough happening in Wales to tackle climate 
change. They felt strongly that there is a lack of understanding and urgency among 
the public, local authorities and Government around climate change. Education and 
behaviour change were key elements of being able to achieve emissions reduction 
targets. 
 
Respondents felt there is significant need to increase the level of renewable energy, 
take up of electric vehicles and improve public transport and walking and cycling 
paths.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


