
 
 
 

 
 
HABITATS REGULATIONS 
ASSESSMENT OF THE NATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK 
Assessment of Preferred Spatial Option:  
Preliminary HRA Screening Report 
 
 
 
 
APRIL 2018 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mae’r ddogfen yma hefyd ar gael yn Gymraeg.  
This document is also available in Welsh. 
 
 

  © Crown Copyright Digital ISBN 978-1-78859-792-0 
 
Arcadis Consulting (UK) Limited is a private limited company registered in England & Wales (registered number: 02212959). Registered office, Arcadis 
House, 34 York Way, London, N1 9AB.  Part of the Arcadis Group of Companies along with other entities in the UK. 
 
 
Copyright © 2015 Arcadis. All rights reserved.  arcadis.com 
 

http://www.arcadis.com/


 

VERSION CONTROL 
Version Date Author Changes 

0.1 19.12.2017 JW Draft Report Structure  

0.2 10.01.2018 JW Draft HRA Screening Report 

0.3 05.03.2018 JW Updated to reflect WG and NRW Comments  

0.4 23.03.2018 JW Updated to reflect further WG comments 

    

    

 

This report dated 23 March 2018 has been prepared for Welsh Government (the “Client”) in accordance with the terms 
and conditions of appointment, (the “Appointment”) between the Client and Arcadis (UK) Limited (“Arcadis”) for the 
purposes specified in the Appointment.  For avoidance of doubt, no other person(s) may use or rely upon this report or its 
contents, and Arcadis accepts no responsibility for any such use or reliance thereon by any other third party. 
 

 
  

 



 

CONTENTS 
 

VERSION CONTROL .......................................................................................................... II 

1 INTRODUCTION ....................................................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background to and Purpose of this Report ................................................................................... 1 

1.2 Approach and Methodology ........................................................................................................... 3 

2 SCREENING OF THE NDF OBJECTIVES................................................................ 5 

3 SCREENING OF THE NDF SPATIAL OPTIONS .................................................... 10 

4 PRELIMINARY SCREENING OF THE NDF PREFERRED SPATIAL OPTION ...... 11 

5 SUMMARY AND NEXT STEPS .............................................................................. 22 

 ..................................................................................................................... 23 APPENDIX A
Rules of Thumb  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 National Development Framework – Assessment of Preferred Spatial Option: Preliminary HRA Screening Report 
 

1 INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Background to and Purpose of this Report 

1.1.1 The Welsh Government is currently preparing a National Development Framework (NDF) to provide 
a spatial context for the delivery of development and national planning policy in Wales over the next 
20 years. The NDF is an important part of the planning system in Wales. More information on the 
NDF and the planning system is available on the Welsh Government website. 

1.1.2 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (hereafter the ‘Habitats Regulations’) 
stipulate that a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) must be carried out on all Plans and 
Projects that have the potential to impact upon sites designated for supporting habitats or species of 
international importance, otherwise known as Natura 2000 or European designated sites. In the UK, 
the requirements of the Habitats Regulations are also extended to consider the effects on Ramsar 
sites (listed under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance). The presence 
of Natura 2000/Ramsar sites within Wales, and the potential impacts that could occur as a result of 
implementation of the forthcoming NDF, will therefore require assessment under the Habitats 
Regulations.     

1.1.3 This document provides a preliminary screening of the potential impacts that could occur as a result 
of the preferred spatial option of the NDF. The content of likely policy and proposals has not yet 
been developed and detailed spatial information in terms of allocated sites for development has also 
not been identified at this early stage of the NDF. The HRA is therefore necessarily precautionary 
and represents a preliminary assessment to help guide policy development. Potential impacts that 
could occur as a result of the types of policy/likely types of development that could occur as a result 
of certain policies are identified, although in most cases the potential for a likely significant effect 
cannot be easily determined at this stage and a further HRA screening will be required of the policies 
and proposals of the draft NDF as it develops.  Table 1 (below) identifies the stages of the NDF and 
corresponding HRA inputs.  

Table 1: NDF and HRA Stages  

NDF Stage HRA Input 

Evidence Gathering 

Rules of Thumb document providing advice to Welsh Government with regards to 
the requirements of the HRA, details of the designated sites within Wales and the 
types of impact pathways that will need to be considered throughout the process. A 
Geographical Information System (GIS) file was created to enable the Welsh 
Government planning team to check potential development locations for the 
presence of designated sites and the types of development that could affect such 
sites. Designed as a guide to assist in development of objectives, policy and 
strategic locations. The Rules of Thumb document is included within Appendix A. 

Issues and Options  Review of objectives and verbal feedback to Welsh Government, no formal reporting 

Draft Preferred 
Option  

Preliminary HRA Screening Report (this document) – providing a high-level review 
of the draft preferred option and recommendations to inform the on-going NDF 
policy development 

Future Stages 

Draft NDF HRA Screening Report for the Draft NDF will be prepared, incorporating the in 
combination assessment, together with Appropriate Assessment if required. 
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NDF Stage HRA Input 

Final NDF Update to HRA Screening Report and/or Appropriate Assessment where required 

What is Habitats Regulations Assessment? 

1.1.4 Under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive (and Regulation 102 of the Habitats Regulations), an 
assessment is required where a land use plan may give rise to significant effects upon a Natura 
2000 site (also known as a ‘European site’). Natura 2000 sites include Special Areas of 
Conservation (SAC) (including ‘candidate’ SACs), Special Protection Areas (SPA) (including 
‘potential’ SPAs) and Ramsar sites: 

 SACs are designated under the Habitats Directive for their habitats and/or species of European 
importance (includes Primary Reasons/Qualifying Features - Annex I Habitats/Annex II Species). 

 SPAs are designated under the Conservation of Wild Birds Directive for rare, vulnerable and 
regularly occurring migratory bird species and internationally important wetlands (includes Article 
4.1/4.2 birds). 

 Ramsar sites are designated under the Ramsar Convention for their internationally important 
wetlands (includes Criteria). 

1.1.5 HRA can be defined as: 

‘The consideration of the impact on the integrity of the Natura 2000 site of the project or plan, either 
alone or in combination with other projects or plans, with respect to the site’s structure and function 
and its conservation objectives1’ 

1.1.6 Where: 

 Integrity is ‘the coherence of its ecological structure and function, across its whole area, that 
enables it to sustain the habitat, complex of habitats and/or the levels of populations of the 
species for which it was classified’ – therefore this goes beyond minor effects;  

 Assessment of the implications for the site is made in view of its conservation objectives 
(extent/condition of habitats, size/status of populations - set out in Core Management Plans, 
Prioritised Improvement Plans, etc.); 

 An effect is significant if it would ‘undermine the conservation objectives’ of the site (Waddenzee 
Judgement2) - this represents a proxy for an effect on the integrity of a site. 

1.1.7 It is possible to consent a plan that would have significant effects, but under Article 6(4) (of the EC 
Habitats Directive), if you are likely to have an adverse effect on the integrity of a European site 
there must be: 

 No alternative solution available; 
 Imperative reasons of over-riding public interest (IROPI) for the plan or project to proceed; and 
 Adequate compensatory measures in place (and by the time of the effect) in order to maintain the 

coherence of the Natura 2000 network. 
  

1 A summary of the Conservation Objectives for each type of European site (i.e. SPA, SAC, Ramsar site) are 
provided in the Rules of Thumb Report in Appendix A, along with details on the qualifying features.  
2 EC Case C-127/02 Reference for a Preliminary Ruling ‘Waddenzee’ September 2004 
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Legislation and Guidance 

1.1.8 The HRA is being made in accordance with the requirements of the Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2017, as amended. In doing so, this screening report has drawn upon the 
following guidance:  

 European Commission, Managing Natura 2000 sites: The provisions of Article 6 of the Habitats 
Directive 92/43/EEC. 

 European Commission, Guidance document on Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC. 
 Department for Communities and Local Government (2006) Planning for the Protection of 

European Sites: Appropriate Assessment. Guidance for Regional Spatial Strategies and Local 
Development Documents. 

 DTA Publications Limited, The Habitats Regulations Assessment Handbook. 
 David Tyldesley (2012). Draft guidance for plan making Authorities in Wales: The Appraisal of 

Plans under the Habitats Regulations  

1.2 Approach and Methodology 

1.2.1 The first stage of the HRA for the NDF project included a period of evidence-gathering and 
background research to pull together details of the European sites that would need to be referred to 
throughout the process. In order to provide the Welsh Government planning team with a useful tool 
to enable a straightforward check of whether a strategic proposal for any spatial elements of the 
NDF could have an effect on one or more sites, a GIS file was created which included all of the 
European designated sites within Wales and within 20 km of the border. To accompany the GIS file, 
a ‘Rules of Thumb’ document was created (refer to Appendix A); this provided an overview of the 
broad categories into which European sites can be placed and details of the types of impacts that 
could occur as a result of various types of development associated with the NDF and how they could 
affect different types of European sites in different ways. The details within the Rules of Thumb 
report were disseminated to the Welsh Government planning team to assist them during the 
development of the options and policies, ensuring that potential implications of the plan for Natura 
2000 and Ramsar sites were considered throughout the process. 

1.2.2 A set of draft NDF objectives and spatial options was developed in October 2017, which included 
four draft alternative spatial options and a benchmark option as well as the first draft of the 
objectives. Following a review of the draft objectives and options, verbal feedback regarding the 
potential implications of these draft options and objectives for Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites was 
provided to the Welsh Government planning team. Given the limited level of detail provided at this 
early stage, it was decided that a formal HRA report was not required for the draft documents. 
Further high-level assessment of the spatial options is provided in Section 3 (below).  

1.2.3 Given the high-level nature of the NDF, at this preferred spatial option phase, no specific spatial 
policies identifying potential development opportunities or locations have been proposed. Without 
specific details, it is not possible to confirm whether or not the objectives or spatial strategy 
directions would have a likely significant effect upon Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites. At this stage, 
the objectives and spatial direction of the NDF policies can only therefore be reviewed to identify 
whether there could be any potential implications for Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites as a result of the 
strategy. As the policies are developed at the next phase of the NDF process, more detailed 
screening will be possible, although some policies may require the detailed HRA to be deferred 
further down to a lower tier plan when greater detail is available. 

1.2.4 The potential effects associated with the NDF have been allocated into one of 12 categories 
according to the ways in which the objective or policy could affect Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites. 
These are described in Table 2, below, and are derived from the Habitats Regulations Assessment 
Handbook (DTA Publications Limited). Given the iterative nature of the HRA, this screening exercise 
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will be repeated as more detailed policies emerge. Therefore, policies identified as potentially 
significant alone may have been categorised as this on a precautionary basis due to a lack of 
evidence that significant effects would not occur. 

Table 2: Screening Assessment Categories  

Category Description 

Category A: 
General statements of policy/general aspirations. Policies which are no more than general 
statements of policy or general political aspirations should be screened out because they cannot 
have a significant effect on a site. 

Category B: Policies listing general criteria for testing the acceptability/sustainability of proposals. These 
general policies cannot have any effect on a European site and should be screened out. 

Category C: 

Proposal referred to but not proposed by the plan. Screen out any references to specific 
proposals for projects, such as those which are identified, for example, in higher policy frameworks 
such as National Policy Statements, relating perhaps to nationally significant infrastructure projects. 
These will be assessed by the Secretary of State or Welsh Ministers. A useful ‘test’ as to whether a 
project should be screened out in this step is to ask the question: 

‘Is the project provided for/proposed as part of another plan or programme and would it be likely to 
proceed under the other plan or programme irrespective of whether this subject plan is adopted 
with or without reference to it?’ 

If the answer is ‘yes’, it will normally be appropriate to screen the project out in this step. 

Category D: 

Environmental protection/site safeguarding policies. These are policies the obvious purpose of 
which is to protect the natural environment, including biodiversity, and/or to conserve or enhance 
the natural, built or historic environment, where enhancement measures will not be likely to have 
any adverse effect on a European Site. They can be screened out because the implementation of 
the policies is likely to protect rather than adversely affect European sites and would not undermine 
their conservation objectives. 

Category E: 

Policies or proposals that steer change in such a way as to protect European sites from 
adverse effects. These types of policies or proposals will have the effect of steering change away 
from European sites whose qualifying features may be affected by the change, and they can 
therefore be screened out.  

Category F: 

Policies or proposals that cannot lead to development or other change. Policies that do not 
themselves lead to development or other change, for example, because they relate to design or 
other qualitative criteria for development, such as materials for new development. They do not 
trigger any development or other changes that could affect a European site and can be screened 
out. 

Category G: 

Policies or proposals that could not have any conceivable adverse effect on a site. Policies 
which make provision for change, but which could have no conceivable effect on a European site, 
because there is no causal connection or link between them and the qualifying features of any 
European site and can therefore be screened out.  

Category H: 

Policies or proposals the (actual or theoretical) effects of which cannot undermine the 
conservation objectives (either alone or in combination with other aspects of this or other 
plans or projects). Policies or proposals which make provision for change, but which could have 
no significant effect on a European site, either alone or in combination with other aspects of the 
same plan, or in combination with other plans or projects, and can therefore be screened out. 
These may include cases where there are some potential effects which (and theoretically even in 
combination) would plainly be insignificant and could not undermine the conservation objectives.  

Category I: Policies or proposals with a likely significant effect on a site alone. Policies or proposals 
which are likely to have a significant effect on a European site alone should be screened in. 
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Category Description 

Category J: 

Policies or proposals not likely to have a significant effect alone. These aspects of the plan 
would have some effect on a site, but the effect would not be likely to be significant; so, they must 
be checked for in-combination (cumulative) effects. They will then be re-categorised as either 
Category K (no significant effect in combination) or Category L (likely to have a significant effect in 
combination), as explained below. 

Categories K 
and L: 

Policies or proposals not likely to have a significant effect either alone or in combination 
(K), or likely to have a significant effect in combination (L) after the in-combination test. 
Where an aspect of a plan could have some effect on the qualifying feature(s) or a European site, 
but the effects of that aspect of the plan alone would not be significant, the effects of that aspect of 
the plan will need to be checked in combination firstly, with other effects of the same plan, and then 
with the effects of other plans and projects.  

i.e. policies or proposals which will have no likely significant effect alone or in combination are 
classified as Category K. Policies or proposals which are likely to have a significant effect in 
combination are classified as Category L. Category L policies or proposals will require further 
consideration in terms of potential in-combination effects. Firstly, this will be with regard to other 
aspects of the Plan itself, and subsequently with other separate plans or projects, for example 
neighbouring Local Plans. 

1.2.5 As more detailed policies emerge at the next stage of the NDF, further screening may enable more 
policies to be screened out of further assessment. Where details are not going to be forthcoming at 
this level, appropriate wording should be incorporated to ensure HRA requirements are incorporated 
into lower tier plans.  

2 SCREENING OF THE NDF OBJECTIVES  
2.1.1 The 10 draft NDF objectives identified at the strategic options stage have been reviewed and refined 

to provide a preferred option comprising a list of 12 overarching objectives with associated sub-
objectives that feed into to the overall theme. 

2.1.2 A screening assessment of each objective and the potential implications for Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites is provided in Table 3, below. 

Table 3: NDF Objectives and potential implications for Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites 

Objective Potential implications for European sites Screening 
Conclusion 

1. Climate change, decarbonisation and energy 

1.1 To enable the transition to a low-
carbon economy 

Increased threat to Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites as a 
result of an increase in the number of renewable energy 
developments (including wind farms, solar farms, tidal 
lagoons), which could result in direct and/or indirect 
effects. 

Over the longer-term, climate change mitigation as a 
result of transitioning to a low carbon economy would 
benefit Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites.   

Possibly a driver of potential effects on Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites, but implications are more clearly 
assessed under PE1 and PE2 (see Table 4, below). 

Screened in for 
further 
assessment under 
associated 
policies within the 
NDF. 

1.2 To enable management of and 
adaption to the consequences of 

Infrastructure such as flood defence schemes or other 
coastal management works could be required to adapt 

Screened in for 
further 
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Objective Potential implications for European sites Screening 
Conclusion 

climate change to rises in sea levels as a result of climate change. Such 
developments could lead to an increased threat to 
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites, particularly coastal sites. 

Improvements to water resource management could be 
of benefit to some Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites. 

Possibly a driver of potential effects on Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites, but implications are more clearly 
assessed under DN2 (see Table 4, below). 

assessment under 
associated 
policies within the 
NDF. 

1.3 To support decarbonisation in 
Wales and help deliver the Welsh 
Government’s greenhouse gas 
emissions and renewable energy 
targets. 

A general aspiration.  

Potential effects of a transition to a low carbon economy 
in order to meet targets (and therefore providing the 
overarching objective to increase renewable energy 
generation) are outlined in Objective 1.1 and the 
associated policies which are screened in for further 
assessment.   

Screened out 

2. Economic prosperity and regeneration 

2.1 To provide strategic direction for 
the delivery of infrastructure that 
supports economic and green 
growth. 

New infrastructure projects such as new roads could 
lead to an increased threat to Natura 2000 and Ramsar 
sites.  

Possibly a driver of potential effects on Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites, but implications are more clearly 
assessed under PE8 (see Table 4, below). 

Screened in for 
further 
assessment under 
associated 
policies within the 
NDF. 

2.2 To support the national and 
foundation sectors; and growth and 
innovation in a low carbon economy. 

Growth in sector specialisations and low carbon 
economy could lead to an increased threat to Natura 
2000 and Ramsar sites as a result of new development, 
should schemes be located in close proximity to 
designated areas.  

Possibly a driver of potential effects on Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites, but implications are more clearly 
assessed under PE8 (see Table 4, below). 

Screened in for 
further 
assessment under 
associated 
policies within the 
NDF. 

2.3 To support strong, regional 
economies. 

In order to support strong regional economies, new 
development outside of the existing main industrial 
centres may be forthcoming.   

Possibly a driver of potential effects on Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites, but implications are more clearly 
assessed under R2, R3 and R4 (see Table 4, below). 

Screened in for 
further 
assessment under 
associated 
policies within the 
NDF. 

2.4 To tackle inequality and provide 
strategic direction for regeneration 
initiatives. 

A general aspiration.  Screened out 

3. City Regions & Growth Deals 

3.1 To support the effective delivery 
of city region deals and growth deals 
across Wales. 

Investment in both existing cities and wider regions 
within Wales to improve infrastructure and create jobs 
has the potential to lead to an increased threat to Natura 
2000 and Ramsar sites as a result of new development, 
should schemes be located in close proximity to 

Screened in for 
further 
assessment under 
associated 
policies within the 
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Objective Potential implications for European sites Screening 
Conclusion 

designated areas.  

Possibly a driver of potential effects on Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites, but implications are more clearly 
assessed under R3 (see Table 4, below). 

NDF. 

4. Rural Wales 

4.1 To enable the delivery of jobs, 
services and infrastructure to 
strengthen rural communities and 
retain young people. 

Increased threat to Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites as a 
result of development to provide employment 
opportunities and improvement to infrastructure in rural 
areas which could be in close proximity to designated 
areas. 

Possibly a driver of potential effects on Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites, but implications are more clearly 
assessed under R4 (see Table 4, below). 

Screened in for 
further 
assessment under 
associated 
policies within the 
NDF. 

4.2 To support resilience and 
diversification in the rural economy. 

Changes in land use through diversification of the rural 
economy could lead to an increased threat to Natura 
2000 and Ramsar sites. 

Possibly a driver of potential effects on Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites, but implications are more clearly 
assessed under R5 (see Table 4, below). 

Screened in for 
further 
assessment under 
associated 
policies within the 
NDF. 

5. Housing  

5.1 To provide strategic direction for 
affordable and market housing linked 
to connectivity infrastructure, key 
facilities and areas of growth.    

Increased threat to Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites as a 
result of new housing developments. Such 
developments could lead to direct and/or indirect effects, 
including increases in recreational pressure from 
increased visitor numbers as a result of an increasing 
population. 

Possibly a driver of potential effects on Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites, but implications are more clearly 
assessed under AS1 and R2 (see Table 4, below). 

Screened in for 
further 
assessment under 
associated 
policies within the 
NDF. 

6. Natural Resources, Circular Economy & Flooding  

6.1 To strengthen the resilience of 
biodiversity assets, including 
habitats, species and designated 
sites. 

This objective will ensure the policies within the NDF, 
and any subsequent lower tier plans and projects, will 
be required to maintain and improve the resilience of 
designated sites; therefore, it cannot result in a negative 
impact upon European sites.  

Screened out 

6.2 To support the sustainable 
management of our natural 
resources and facilitate nature 
recovery. 

This objective will ensure the policies within the NDF, 
and any subsequent lower tier plans and projects, will 
be required to support the sustainable management of 
natural resources and ensure opportunities to facilitate 
the recovery of nature. Such an objective should in 
theory lead to policies that would not result in a negative 
impact upon European sites.  

However, until further details are forthcoming in relation 
to the nature of how the sustainable management of 
natural resources or nature recovery will be delivered, it 

Screened in for 
further 
assessment under 
associated 
policies within the 
NDF. 
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Objective Potential implications for European sites Screening 
Conclusion 

cannot be confirmed that adverse effects will not result 
from policies associated with this objective. 

Possibly a driver of potential effects on Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites, but implications are more clearly 
assessed under DN1 (see Table 4, below). 

6.3 To protect, promote and enhance 
nationally important landscapes 

This objective will ensure the policies within the NDF, 
and any subsequent lower tier plans and projects, will 
be required to protect, promote and enhance nationally 
important landscapes; therefore, it cannot result in a 
negative impact upon European sites. 

Screened out 

6.4 To provide strategic direction to 
manage and adapt to the potential 
threat of flooding. 

This objective will ensure that policies within the NDF, 
and any subsequent lower tier plans and projects, will 
need to build in resilience to flooding, as appropriate. 
Although incorporating flood defence systems into new 
development would not necessarily lead to any 
additional impacts over and above those associated with 
the development, where specific flood defence schemes 
are required (such as upgrading sea wall defences etc.), 
the policies need to ensure implications are fully 
considered.  

Possibly a driver of potential effects on Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites, but implications are more clearly 
assessed under DN2 (see Table 4, below). 

Screened in for 
further 
assessment under 
associated 
policies within the 
NDF. 

6.5 To ensure resource efficiency, 
minimise the unsustainable use of 
resources and support the 
development of the circular economy. 

This objective will ensure the policies within the NDF, 
and any subsequent lower tier plans and projects, will 
be required to support the sustainable use of natural 
resources and ensure reuse and recycling of materials 
are supported. 

Until further details are forthcoming in relation to the 
nature of how the sustainable management of natural 
resources will be delivered and the potential for 
associated development, it cannot be confirmed that 
adverse effects will not result from policies associated 
with this objective. 

Possibly a driver of potential effects on Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites, but implications are more clearly 
assessed under DN1 (see Table 4, below). 

Screened in for 
further 
assessment under 
associated 
policies within the 
NDF. 

6.6 To support the reduction of 
pollution and improve air, noise and 
water quality. 

This objective will ensure the policies within the NDF, 
and any subsequent lower tier plans and projects, will 
be required to incorporate measures to reduce polluting 
activities. Such an objective is considered unlikely to 
lead to likely significant effects upon Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites; however, until further details in relation to 
how reduction in pollution and improvements to air, 
noise and water quality will be delivered it cannot be 
confirmed that adverse effects will not result from 
policies associated with this objective. 

Possibly a driver of potential effects on Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites, but implications are more clearly 
assessed under DN2 (see Table 4, below). 

Screened in for 
further 
assessment under 
associated 
policies within the 
NDF. 
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Objective Potential implications for European sites Screening 
Conclusion 

6.7 To support the delivery of the 
objectives of the Welsh National 
Marine Plan 

The Welsh National Marine Plan is undergoing its own 
HRA, and policies within the NDF which affect coastal 
regions will be required to align with this and will be 
considered in the in-combination assessment.  

Possibly a driver of potential effects on Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites, but implications are more clearly 
assessed under PE10 (see Table 4, below). 

Screened in for 
further 
assessment under 
associated 
policies within the 
NDF. 

7. Culture & Heritage  

7.1 To protect, promote and enhance 
national cultural and historic assets. No identifiable impact pathways.  Screened out 

7.2 To support opportunities for new 
national cultural development. 

This objective could lead to new development which 
could lead to implications for Natura 2000 and Ramsar 
sites.  

Possibly a driver of potential effects on Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites, but implications are more clearly 
assessed under DN6 (see Table 4, below). 

Screened in for 
further 
assessment under 
associated 
policies within the 
NDF. 

8. Transport  

8.1 To support a reduction in travel 
by private vehicles and a growth in 
walking, cycling and public transport. 

The objective of reducing the number of car journeys 
could have beneficial effects for Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites through reducing the level of air pollutants. 
However, increases in public transport could negate 
some of these benefits if, for example, bus routes are in 
close proximity to a designated area. Potential effects 
are considered unlikely but cannot be ruled out at this 
stage. The development of new cycling and or walking 
routes could also have some adverse effects through 
disturbance. 

Possibly a driver of potential effects on Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites, but implications are more clearly 
assessed under AS4 (see Table 4, below). 

Screened in for 
further 
assessment under 
associated 
policies within the 
NDF. 

8.2 To facilitate the delivery, and 
improvement of key transport 
infrastructure to decarbonise travel. 

Decarbonisation and improvements to key transport 
infrastructure could lead to new road schemes designed 
to relieve congested routes and other upgrade works; 
this could lead to implications for Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites, should schemes be sited inappropriately. 

Possibly a driver of potential effects on Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites, but implications are more clearly 
assessed under PE3, PE8 and AS5 (see Table 4, 
below). 

Screened in for 
further 
assessment under 
associated 
policies within the 
NDF. 

9. Welsh Language  

9.1 To support the socioeconomic 
infrastructure of communities and 
help to create the conditions to 
realise the Welsh Government’s 
Welsh language objectives, including 

A general aspiration. No identifiable impact pathways.  Screened out 
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Objective Potential implications for European sites Screening 
Conclusion 

1 million Welsh speakers by 2050. 

10. Health & Well-being  

10.1 To support healthy and active 
lifestyles and improve access to 
services. 

This objective could lead to an increase in the number of 
people choosing to exercise outdoors in natural places 
which could include designated areas.  Potential effects 
are considered unlikely but cannot be ruled out at this 
stage. 

Possibly a driver of potential effects on Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites, but implications are more clearly 
assessed under AS4 (see Table 4, below).  

Screened in for 
further 
assessment under 
associated 
policies within the 
NDF. 

10.2 To support the reduction of 
health inequalities across Wales. No identifiable impact pathways.  Screened out 

11. Digital infrastructure  

11.1 To support the delivery of digital 
infrastructure and help achieve the 
Welsh Government’s objective of 
100% coverage of broadband and 
telecoms services across Wales. 

This objective could lead to the requirement for cabling 
or other infrastructure works which, if located within/ 
adjacent to a Natura 2000 or Ramsar site, could lead to 
habitat loss and/or fragmentation, or effects on 
hydrology.   

Possibly a driver of potential effects on Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites, but implications are more clearly 
assessed under PE3 (see Table 4, below). 

Screened in for 
further 
assessment under 
associated 
policies within the 
NDF. 

12.Cohesive Communities  

12.1 To support the delivery of 
cohesive communities. 

This objective ensures that delivery of other elements of 
the NDF are undertaken in such a way that supports 
and enhances communities. Development that could 
occur in order to meet this objective is assessed under 
other objectives and policies within the NDF. 

Screened out 

 

3 SCREENING OF THE NDF SPATIAL OPTIONS 
3.1.1 Draft NDF Objectives and Spatial Options were issued for internal and external engagement in 

September 2017. The draft objectives and options represented the first stage in the process of 
preparing the detailed consultation document. Four spatial options and a benchmark option were 
identified, each with a different focus as to the future direction of plans, programmes and strategies 
within Wales. The requirement for the NDF itself is identified within the Welsh Government’s National 
Strategy Prosperity for All, which was published in September 2017, and the objectives and spatial 
options must therefore align with this strategy. 

3.1.2 Four spatial options and a benchmark option were identified; these took the draft objectives of the 
NDF and were developed with a different focus to provide an indication of how outcomes would vary 
across differing requirements. The spatial options were: 

 Community Focus 

 Market Driven Focus 
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 Decarbonisation Focus 

 Natural Resource Resilience Focus 

 Do Not Prepare the NDF 

3.1.3 Given the very high-level nature of these options, formal HRA screening was not undertaken at this 
stage. Instead, discussions with the Welsh Government planning team were undertaken to provide a 
general overview of the different options being considered. It was determined that the option 
focussing on Natural Resource Resilience was likely to be the most desirable in terms of minimising 
the potential impacts upon Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites. However, given the lack of spatial detail 
within the options, the assessment could not provide any firm conclusions.   

4 PRELIMINARY SCREENING OF THE NDF PREFERRED 
SPATIAL OPTION 
4.1.1 The draft spatial options identified at the strategic options stage have now been reviewed and 

refined to provide a preferred spatial option. The NDF Preferred Option sets out how the land-use 
planning system will support the long-term aim of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 
(2015). The NDF Preferred Option has two key roles: to provide spatial direction for growth and new 
infrastructure and identify areas of change, protection, enhancement and mitigation; and to establish 
the direction for strategic spatial policy. It has been developed around five themes: 

 Placemaking; 

 Distinctive and Natural Places; 

 Productive and Enterprising Places; 

 Active and Social Places; and 

 Wales’s Regions. 

4.1.2 The NDF Preferred Option is to be read alongside Planning Policy Wales (PPW), which sets the 
Welsh Government’s national planning policies. Each spatial direction, and the associated strategic 
policy overview, has been screened to determine the potential implications for European sites. 
Where potential impact pathways may be present, recommendations for mitigative policy measures, 
where appropriate or possible, have been provided. Such measures can then be used to inform the 
next phase of policy development. The results of this screening assessment are provided in Table 
1Table 4 (below).  

4.1.3 The Placemaking theme does not include specific spatial directions and strategic policies, and so is 
not included in Table 4 (below). ‘Decarbonisation and climate change’, ‘Health and well-being’, and 
‘cohesive communities and the Welsh language’ are the three spatial aspects of the Placemaking 
theme. Decisions taken to support other themes and the strategic policies included within them must 
first demonstrate that they are compatible with the Placemaking theme. 
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Table 4: Spatial Strategy Assessment and Recommendations 

Spatial Issue Strategic Policy 
Direction Potential implications for European Sites Screening Category Recommendations / 

Mitigation Options 

Distinctive and Natural Places 

DN1- Identify national 
natural resources. 

NDF Policies will 
maintain and enhance 
natural resources, 
improve resource 
efficiency and minimise 
the unsustainable use of 
natural resources 

The forthcoming NDF policies for this spatial 
direction will provide for an improvement in the 
sustainable use of natural resources. Whilst 
significant negative effects upon European 
sites are considered to be unlikely as a result 
of such policies, until the details of the NDF 
policies have been confirmed, it is not possible 
to rule out the potential for effects upon Natura 
2000 and Ramsar sites. 

New development could be required in order to 
enable more efficient uses of natural resources 
to be achieved. Any policies that provide for the 
delivery of sustainable natural resource 
management would need to ensure that 
potential effects upon Natura 2000 and Ramsar 
sites are fully addressed prior to planning 
permission being granted. 

I 

Screened In 

Further development of policies 
under this framework will need to 
consider the implications for 
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites. 

Further assessment of 
forthcoming NDF policies will be 
required. 

DN2 - Identify areas of 
current and future 
potential 
environmental risk 

NDF policies will require 
that new development 
avoids areas of 
environmental risk and 
builds resilience to the 
risks from flooding, air 
quality, water quality, 
increases in 
temperatures, loss of 
habitats and 
ecosystems. 

The forthcoming NDF policies for this spatial 
direction will provide for an improvement in the 
sustainable use of natural resources and would 
ensure air quality and water quality issues are 
addressed. 

Flood defence works could lead to implications 
for Natura 2000 and Ramsar site, particularly 
those in coastal areas and those associated 
with water courses. Any policies that provide 
for the delivery of flood defence schemes 
would need to ensure that potential effects 
upon Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites are fully 
addressed prior to planning permission being 
granted. 

I 

Screened In 

Further development of policies 
under this framework will need to 
consider the implications for 
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites, 
in particular in relation to flood 
defence schemes. 

Further assessment of 
forthcoming NDF policies will be 
required. 

DN3 - Nationally NDF policies will require The forthcoming NDF policies for this spatial D Policy wording needs to ensure it 
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Spatial Issue Strategic Policy 
Direction Potential implications for European Sites Screening Category Recommendations / 

Mitigation Options 
important landscapes, 
seascapes, nature 
conservation sites and 
habitats will be 
identified. 
Opportunities for 
growth, expansion, 
greater connectivity 
and enhancement will 
be identified. 

the protection and 
enhancement of 
nationally important 
landscapes, seascapes, 
nature conservation 
sites and habitats. 

direction will provide for the protection and 
enhancement of European sites. No negative 
effects would occur as a result of such policies. 

Screened Out provides sufficient protection if 
other policies within the NDF rely 
upon policies under this spatial 
direction as a safeguard.  

DN4 - Nationally 
important ecosystems 
will be identified. 

NDF policies will require 
strengthening of 
nationally important 
ecosystem resilience 
through greater 
diversity, connectivity, 
scale, condition and 
adaptability. 

The forthcoming NDF policies for this spatial 
direction will provide for the protection and 
enhancement of important ecosystems, many 
of which would be located within designated 
areas. No negative effects would occur as a 
result of such policies. 

D 

Screened Out 
N/A 

DN5 - Nationally 
important green 
infrastructure and 
opportunities for new 
infrastructure will be 
identified. 

NDF policies will require 
the protection and 
enhancement and 
facilitate the delivery of 
new green 
infrastructure. 

The forthcoming NDF policies for this spatial 
direction will provide for the protection and 
enhancement of green infrastructure. 

Policies that facilitate new green infrastructure 
could lead to effects upon Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites, should such projects be located 
in or close to designated areas.  

Works associated with new green infrastructure 
could lead to implications for Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites. Any policies that provide for the 
delivery of green infrastructure would need to 
ensure that potential effects upon Natura 2000 
and Ramsar sites are fully addressed prior to 
planning permission being granted.  

I 

Screened In 

Further development of policies 
under this framework will need to 
consider the implications for 
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites, 
in particular in relation to new 
green infrastructure.  

Opportunities to improve 
connectivity between European 
sites should be explored and 
incorporated into policy where 
possible. 

Further assessment of 
forthcoming NDF policies will be 
required. 

DN6 - Nationally 
important historic and 
cultural assets will be 
identified. 

NDF policies will require 
the protection, 
promotion and 
enhancement of historic 

The delivery of new national cultural 
development could lead to impacts upon 
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites; however, there 
is not enough detail at this stage to undertake a 

I 

Screened In 

Further development of policies 
under this framework will need to 
consider the implications for 
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites. 
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Spatial Issue Strategic Policy 
Direction Potential implications for European Sites Screening Category Recommendations / 

Mitigation Options 
Opportunities for new 
national cultural 
development will be 
identified. 

and cultural assets and 
facilitate the delivery of 
new national cultural 
development. 

meaningful assessment. 

Policies relating to the protection, promotion 
and enhancement of historic and cultural 
assets are considered unlikely to lead to any 
adverse effects upon Natura 2000 and Ramsar 
sites. 

Further screening of the forthcoming policies 
within the NDF in relation to any new 
development would be required.    

Further assessment of 
forthcoming NDF policies will be 
required. 

Productive & Enterprising Places 

PE1 - Nationally 
important energy 
generation, storage 
and distribution 
infrastructure will be 
identified. Locations 
for new national scale 
renewable and low-
carbon energy 
generation, storage 
and distribution 
infrastructure will be 
identified. 

NDF policies will support 
the delivery of the Welsh 
Government’s 
renewable energy 
targets including 70 per 
cent of electricity 
consumed in Wales from 
Welsh renewable 
sources by 2030 and 
locally- owned 
renewable energy 
capacity in Wales, 
reaching 1 GW by 2030. 
Policies will support 
generation through a 
range of renewable and 
low-carbon 
technologies, storage 
and distribution 
infrastructure. 

The delivery of new sources of renewable 
energy could lead to impacts upon Natura 2000 
and Ramsar sites. In particular, new wind 
energy developments, which are necessarily 
located in rural areas, could be located within 
close proximity to designated areas and could 
lead to direct and/or indirect effects upon such 
sites.  

Likely significant effects must be balanced 
against the benefits of a low carbon economy 
in terms of reducing emissions and associated 
pollutants across Wales.   

I 

Screened In 

Requirements for appropriate 
ecological assessments and the 
incorporation of mitigation/ 
compensation measures must be 
included within policy wording to 
ensure that developments take 
full account of any nearby Natura 
2000 and Ramsar sites.  

Where policies within the NDF 
itself do not provide specific 
spatial details, the requirements 
for HRA can be deferred down to 
lower-tier policy which provides 
more spatial clarity; however, 
policy wording within the NDF 
must ensure such assessments 
are a requirement prior to 
planning permission for 
developments being granted. 

PE2 - All Wales 

NDF policies will provide 
a framework for the 
delivery of 
decentralised, local 
energy generation and 
distribution, including 

Policies associated with this spatial direction 
will create a framework for the delivery of low-
carbon energy schemes, though they may not 
in themselves identify specific locations for 
development; however, any renewable energy 
schemes have the potential to affect Natura 

I 

Screened In 

Further development of policies 
under this framework will need to 
consider the implications for 
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites. 

Further assessment of 
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Spatial Issue Strategic Policy 
Direction Potential implications for European Sites Screening Category Recommendations / 

Mitigation Options 
community-owned 
renewable energy 
schemes across the 
whole of Wales. 

2000 and Ramsar sites.  

Policies could be drivers of potential effects; 
however, implications will be more clearly 
assessed once further NDF policy details are 
provided. 

forthcoming NDF policies will be 
required. 

PE3 - All Wales  

NDF Policies will provide 
a framework for the 
delivery of modern 
digital infrastructure 
across the whole of 
Wales and will require 
technological capacity to 
be built into the design 
of new development, 
infrastructure (including 
transport infrastructure) 
and areas of growth and 
regeneration. 

Policies associated with this spatial direction 
will create a framework for the delivery of 
modern digital infrastructure, though they may 
not in themselves identify specific locations for 
development.  

Upgrades to cabling and/or new cable 
infrastructure has the potential to affect Natura 
2000 and Ramsar sites, although significant 
long-term effects are considered unlikely if any 
works within or close to sensitive habitats are 
appropriately managed and restored, however, 
until further policy details are known, the 
potential for effects cannot be ruled out. 

Policies could be drivers of potential effects; 
however, implications will be more clearly 
assessed once further NDF policy details are 
provided. 

I 

Screened In 

Further development of policies 
under this framework will need to 
consider the implications for 
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites. 

Further assessment of 
forthcoming NDF policies will be 
required. 

PE4 - Nationally 
important 
employment, mineral 
and waste areas will 
be identified. 
Locations for new 
nationally significant 
growth, including 
projects, linked to 
connectivity 
infrastructure and 
growth areas, will be 
identified. 

NDF policies will provide 
a framework to support 
growth in sectors 
helping deliver 
decarbonisation 
objectives, the transition 
to a low-carbon 
economy and the 
circular economy. 

Policies associated with this spatial direction 
may identify locations for significant 
development projects. Such projects are likely 
to fall under Developments of National 
Significance (DNS) legislation, and as such 
would require HRA as part of the planning 
application process.  

I 

Screened In 

Requirements for appropriate 
ecological assessments and the 
incorporation of mitigation/ 
compensation measures must be 
included within policy wording to 
ensure that developments take 
full account of any nearby Natura 
2000 and Ramsar sites, where 
relevant.  

Where policies within the NDF 
itself do not provide specific 
spatial details, the requirements 
for HRA can be deferred down to 
lower-tier policy which provides 
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Spatial Issue Strategic Policy 
Direction Potential implications for European Sites Screening Category Recommendations / 

Mitigation Options 
more spatial clarity; however, 
policy wording within the NDF 
must ensure such assessments 
are a requirement prior to 
planning permission for 
developments being granted. 

PE5 - Existing and 
new locations for 
nationally important 
economic growth 
sectors. 

NDF policies will provide 
a framework to support 
growth in key national 
sectors. This framework 
will include facilitating 
the infrastructure 
required to support their 
growth. 

Policies associated with this spatial direction 
will create a framework to support growth in 
key economic sectors, though they may not in 
themselves identify specific locations for 
development.  

Policies could be drivers of potential effects; for 
example, policies facilitating infrastructure 
could lead to new roads or pipe/cable 
installations etc.  However, implications will be 
more clearly assessed once further NDF policy 
details are provided. 

I 

Screened In 

Further development of policies 
under this framework will need to 
consider the implications for 
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites. 

Further assessment of 
forthcoming NDF policies will be 
required.  

PE6 - All Wales 

NDF policies will provide 
a framework to support 
growth including in the 
foundational sectors, 
which include the care, 
tourism, food and retail 
sectors across the whole 
of Wales. 

Policies associated with this spatial direction 
will create a framework to support growth in 
foundational sectors, though they would not in 
themselves identify specific locations for 
development.  

Of the sectors identified, growth in tourism is 
likely to have the greatest potential for adverse 
effects upon Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites as 
a result of disturbance from increasing 
recreational pressure, and forthcoming policies 
will require further assessment to determine 
the likely significance of such effects. 

Policies could be drivers of potential effects; 
however, implications will be more clearly 
assessed once further NDF policy details are 
provided. 

I 

Screened In 

Further development of policies 
under this framework will need to 
consider the implications for 
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites, 
particularly in relation to 
recreational pressure. 

Further assessment of 
forthcoming NDF policies will be 
required. 

PE7 - Wales – 
England Border. 

NDF policies will 
promote cross-border 
spatial economic 

This spatial direction relates to development 
along the England-Wales border. A number of 
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites are located on 

I 
Further development of policies 
under this framework will need to 
consider the implications for 
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Spatial Issue Strategic Policy 
Direction Potential implications for European Sites Screening Category Recommendations / 

Mitigation Options 
development, land use 
and transport planning, 
to maximise the positive, 
long-term outcomes for 
both Welsh and 
adjoining English 
regions. 

both sides of the border, and development 
arising from these policies could have an 
adverse effect upon them. 

Policies could be drivers of potential effects; 
however, implications will be more clearly 
assessed once further NDF policy details are 
provided. 

Screened In Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites. 

Further assessment of 
forthcoming NDF policies will be 
required. 

PE8 - Nationally 
important roads, 
railways, ports and 
airports will be 
identified. Proposals 
for new infrastructure 
investment including 
rail electrification, 
public transport hubs 
and metro schemes 
will be identified. 

NDF policies will provide 
a framework for 
investment in existing 
and new national 
transport infrastructure 
to decarbonise the 
transport sector, 
improve connectivity, 
efficiency and improve 
air quality. 

Policies associated with this spatial direction 
will create a framework for upgrading national 
transport infrastructure, though they would not 
in themselves identify specific locations for 
development.  

Policies could be drivers of potential effects; 
however, implications will be more clearly 
assessed once further NDF policy details are 
provided. 

I 

Screened In 

Further development of policies 
under this framework will need to 
consider the implications for 
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites. 

Further assessment of 
forthcoming NDF policies will be 
required. 

PE9 - Nationally 
targeted regeneration 
areas will be identified. 

NDF policies will require 
regeneration activities, 
support health and well-
being benefits and focus 
on building places that 
create jobs, enhance 
skills and employability, 
and provide an 
environment for 
businesses to grow and 
thrive. 

Policies relating to regeneration are likely to be 
mainly focussed on derelict/run-down sites 
which would have lower potential for effects 
upon Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites; however, 
until further details are known, the potential for 
adverse effects to occur cannot be ruled out. 

Policies associated with this spatial direction 
could be drivers of potential effects; however, 
implications will be more clearly assessed once 
further NDF policy details are provided. 

I 

Screened In 

Further development of policies 
under this framework will need to 
consider the implications for 
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites. 

Further assessment of 
forthcoming NDF policies will be 
required. 

PE10 – National 
Marine Plan 
designations and 
national projects with 
a marine-terrestrial 
relationship will be 
identified. 

NDF policies will provide 
a framework to ensure 
the delivery of national 
projects and policies 
covering the marine-
terrestrial planning 
regimes. 

Policies relating to development affecting 
coastal areas are highly likely to lead to effects 
upon Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites due to the 
presence of designated sites along much of the 
coastline of Wales. The draft WNMP has also 
been subject to HRA, the draft findings of 
which identified four policy areas that could 
lead to potentially adverse effects upon Natura 

I 

Screened In 

Further development of policies 
under this framework will need to 
consider the implications for 
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites.  

Policies should also take into 
account findings of the National 
Marine Plan HRA and ensure 
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Spatial Issue Strategic Policy 
Direction Potential implications for European Sites Screening Category Recommendations / 

Mitigation Options 
2000 and Ramsar sites. These comprised 
‘Aggregates’, ‘Aquaculture’, ‘Ports and 
Shipping’ and ‘Energy – Low Carbon’ 
(excluding wind, as no strategic locations are 
identified). The draft HRA for these policy 
areas identifies mitigation measures including 
general protective policies within the WNMP 
and a requirement for project-level HRAs. 
Policy ELC_01 in relation to tidal lagoons has 
been taken through to Stage 4 (IROPI) of the 
HRA process. The WNMP is currently 
undergoing a period of consultation and as 
such is subject to change which could affect 
the conclusion of the associated HRA.  

Policies associated with this spatial direction 
could be drivers of potential effects; however, 
implications will be more clearly assessed once 
further NDF policy details are provided. 

compatibility between policies 
within the two national strategies. 

Further assessment of 
forthcoming NDF policies will be 
required. 

Active & Social Places 

AS1 - All Wales. 

NDF policies will require 
that strategic housing 
development is linked to 
connectivity 
infrastructure, key 
facilities (including 
health and education) 
and areas of growth; 
and supports the aim of 
providing better jobs and 
facilities closer to home. 

These policies set out the strategic 
requirements for locating new housing 
developments. The requirements to ensure 
developments are linked to connectivity 
infrastructure and key facilities suggests most 
new developments would be located close to 
existing urban centres; however, the potential 
for new developments to affect Natura 2000 
and Ramsar sites cannot be completely ruled 
out.   

Policies associated with this spatial direction 
could be drivers of potential effects; however, 
implications will be more clearly assessed once 
further NDF policy details are provided.  

I 

Screened In 

Further development of policies 
under this framework will need to 
consider the implications for 
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites. 

Further assessment of 
forthcoming NDF policies will be 
required. 
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Spatial Issue Strategic Policy 
Direction Potential implications for European Sites Screening Category Recommendations / 

Mitigation Options 

AS2 - All Wales. 

NDF polices will require 
that strategic housing 
development meets the 
needs of everyone and 
that the types of housing 
required are considered 
alongside locational and 
numerical 
considerations. 

These policies will focus on the types of 
housing requirements, rather than on the 
location, and would therefore not lead to likely 
significant effect as a result of policy 
implementation. 

A 

Screened Out 

Further development of policies 
will need to take into account 
other policies within the NDF that 
identify spatial locations for new 
housing developments. 

AS3 - All Wales. 

NDF policies will identify 
a national policy based 
population and housing 
projection, which will 
include an all Wales 
range of housing 
numbers for the plan 
period. 

These policies will identify a population and 
housing projection and would not lead directly 
to development.  

Policies could be drivers of potential effects; 
however, implications will be more clearly 
assessed under policies associated with AS1. 

A 

Screened Out 

Further development of policies 
will need to take into account 
other policies within the NDF that 
identify spatial locations for new 
housing developments. 

AS4 - National active 
travel (including 
walking and cycling) 
infrastructure will be 
identified. 
Improvements to 
existing and 
opportunities for new 
national active travel 
infrastructure will be 
identified. 

NDF policies will provide 
a framework for 
improvements to 
existing and new 
national active travel 
(including walking and 
cycling) infrastructure. 

The forthcoming NDF policies for this spatial 
direction will provide a framework for 
improvements to the active travel network. It is 
assumed that such policies would focus on 
cycling and walking infrastructure in urban 
areas, providing alternative safe options for 
commuters in order to reduce the number of 
car journeys. 

Policies that facilitate active travel 
infrastructure could lead to effects upon Natura 
2000 and Ramsar sites, should such projects 
be located in or close to designated areas.  

Policies associated with this spatial direction 
could be drivers of potential effects; however, 
implications will be more clearly assessed once 
further NDF policy details are provided. 

I 

Screened In 

Further development of policies 
under this framework will need to 
consider the implications for 
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites. 

Further assessment of 
forthcoming NDF policies will be 
required. 
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Spatial Issue Strategic Policy 
Direction Potential implications for European Sites Screening Category Recommendations / 

Mitigation Options 

     

Wales’s Regions 

R1 - Three regions – 
North Wales, Mid & 
South West Wales 
and South East Wales 
will be identified. 

NDF policies will provide 
a framework for regional 
planning, including the 
preparation of SDPs. 
The framework will 
support growth based on 
the regions’ distinctive 
strengths, to create 
more diverse, resilient 
economies, connected 
communities and 
address regional 
inequalities. 

These policies will identify a regional planning 
framework and are unlikely to lead directly to 
development. Opportunities to include policies 
that protect Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites 
within the framework would provide a high-level 
safeguard against unsuitable development 
proposals within lower-tier plans. 

A 

Screened Out 

Policies to protect designated 
sites could be included as a 
requirement for lower-tier plans 
to provide a safeguarding policy 
with the NDF. 

R2 - Three regions – 
North Wales, Mid & 
South West Wales 
and South East Wales 
– will be identified. 

NDF policies will identify 
regional policy based 
population and housing 
projections for each 
region, which will include 
a regional range of 
housing numbers for the 
plan period. 

These policies will provide some spatial details 
regarding the overall housing numbers for each 
region. Whilst these policies provide greater 
spatial resolution than under AS3, it is unlikely 
that meaningful assessments can be 
completed until policies/plans are provided that 
identify specific housing allocations and 
locations. 

Such policies could be drivers of potential 
effects; however, implications will be more 
clearly assessed once further NDF policy 
details are provided. 

I 

Screened In 

Further development of policies 
under this framework will need to 
consider the implications for 
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites. 

Further assessment of 
forthcoming NDF policies will be 
required. 

R3 - City region and 
growth deal areas will 
be identified. 

NDF policies will provide 
a framework for 
connected, accessible 
and well-planned city 
region and growth deal 
areas through the co-
ordinated delivery of 
national and regional 

These policies are likely to be focused within 
existing centres of development, so the 
potential for adverse effects upon Natura 2000 
and Ramsar sites are likely to be limited. 

However, these policies could be drivers of 
potential effects, and the implications will be 
more clearly assessed once further NDF policy 

I 

Screened In 

Further development of policies 
under this framework will need to 
consider the implications for 
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites. 

Further assessment of 
forthcoming NDF policies will be 
required. 
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Spatial Issue Strategic Policy 
Direction Potential implications for European Sites Screening Category Recommendations / 

Mitigation Options 
transport, energy and 
digital infrastructure, 
housing and key 
services and facilities. 

details are provided. 

R4 - Rural areas 
within the three 
regions will be broadly 
identified. 

NDF policies will provide 
a framework for rural 
housing, services and 
facilities (including 
health and education), 
employment and 
connectivity (digital and 
transport) infrastructure 
to ensure Wales’s rural 
communities retain and 
attract people. 

These policies will provide some spatial details 
regarding development in rural areas. Rural 
development is likely to be in closer proximity 
to Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites than urban 
schemes, and as such have greater potential to 
affect such sites.  

These policies could be drivers of potential 
effects; however, implications will be more 
clearly assessed once further NDF policy 
details are provided. 

I 

Screened In 

Further development of policies 
under this framework will need to 
consider the implications for 
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites. 

Further assessment of 
forthcoming NDF policies will be 
required. 

R5 - Rural areas 
within the three 
regions will be broadly 
identified. 

NDF policies will provide 
a framework for 
responding to the 
challenges and 
opportunities arising 
from exiting the EU over 
the plan period. 
Supporting agriculture 
and businesses, and 
providing a clear 
framework for 
diversification and co-
ordination with key 
Government strategies, 
will be key policy 
objectives. 

Policies derived from this strategic direction 
could lead to land use change as a result of 
agricultural diversification and changes to the 
overarching legislation that influences 
agricultural decision-making. Such changes 
could lead to effects upon Natura 2000 and 
Ramsar sites. 

These policies could be drivers of potential 
effects; however, implications will be more 
clearly assessed once further NDF policy 
details are provided. 

I 

Screened In 

Further development of policies 
under this framework will need to 
consider the implications for 
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites. 

Further assessment of 
forthcoming NDF policies will be 
required. 
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5 SUMMARY AND NEXT STEPS  
5.1.1 The screening of the draft Preferred Option for the NDF has identified policy areas that have the 

potential to lead to effects upon Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites. Two Objectives - Welsh Language 
and Cohesive Communities - have been screened out completely from further assessment. Of the 
remaining 10 Objectives, five sub-objectives have been screened out, with the remainder Screened 
in for further assessment through the associated policies which will provide the mechanism for 
meeting the objectives. 

5.1.2 The draft Preferred Option document does not, however, include sufficient spatial detail to allow a 
comprehensive assessment of the potential effects upon Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites, and as 
such the conclusions of this Preliminary HRA Screening are necessarily precautionary.  Strategic 
Policies that could lead to development close to, or other change that could lead to an effect upon, 
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites have been identified and, where possible, the types of effect that 
could occur have been described. Each Spatial Direction and Strategic Policy description has been 
categorised according to the DTA Publications Screening Categories (see Table 1, above). Where 
the potential for Likely Significant Effects could not be screened out based on the evidence currently 
available, the spatial direction and forthcoming policies have been screened in for further 
assessment.  

5.1.3 Under the Habitats Regulations, it is necessary to assess the potential in-combination effects of the 
NDF with other current, or proposed, Plans or Projects. However, there is insufficient detail within the 
current preferred option version of the NDF to allow for a meaningful in-combination assessment to 
be completed.  

5.1.4 The in-combination assessment will incorporate a review of the NDF as a whole and provide a 
narrative as to the potential for the different policies outlined within it to act in combination to 
increase the potential for likely significant effects. It will also ensure there are sufficient policy 
safeguards within the NDF to ensure lower tier Plans will be required to have due regard for the 
Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites during policy development and the allocation of land for development. 
The potential for in combination effects with other plans or projects that fall outside the scope of the 
NDF will also be reviewed and assessed where possible.  

5.1.5 A further detailed HRA Screening will be undertaken as more detailed NDF policies emerge (in 
particular, the spatial elements) and subsequent Appropriate Assessment (including the in 
combination assessment) will then be carried out of the screened-in elements of the NDF, where 
required. The draft HRA will then be published alongside the draft NDF. 
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1 Introduction 
1.1 Purpose of this report 

1.1.1 Welsh Government are in the initial stages of developing a National Development Framework (NDF) 
for Wales. The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (hereafter the ‘Habitats 
Regulations’) stipulate that a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) must be carried out on all 
Plans and Projects that have the potential to impact upon sites designated for supporting habitats or 
species of international importance, otherwise known as Natura 2000 or European designated sites. 

1.1.2 The presence of Natura 2000 sites within Wales, and the potential impacts that could occur as a 
result of implementation of the forthcoming NDF, will therefore require assessment under the 
Habitats Regulations.    

1.1.3 This document summarises the qualifying features of the Natura 2000 sites that are present within 
Wales; provides distilled details of the conservation objectives that need to be considered when 
assessing the potential effects upon each site; and identifies the types of impacts that can occur as a 
result of the implementation of various policies and developments.   

1.1.4 The purpose is to provide the Welsh Government planning team with a ‘quick reference’ guide to 
enable an early indication of the potential for any policies or proposals put forward for consideration 
within the NDF to have significant impacts upon Natura 2000 sites. This should then enable 
proposals that would be likely lead to significant effects upon Natura 2000 sites to either be removed 
from the NDF, or amended at an early stage in the process to ensure that only the least damaging 
proposals are taken forward. Such an approach, bringing the requirements of HRA in from the very 
start of the plan development provides for an innovative and best practice approach to Plan-level 
HRA. Ensuring potential impacts upon Natura 2000 sites are taken into consideration throughout the 
NDF development will also comply with the Well-being of Future Generations Act (2015) meeting 
several of the goals set out in the Act. 

1.2 What is HRA? 

1.2.1 Under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive (and Regulation 102 of the Habitats Regulations), an 
assessment is required where a land use plan may give rise to significant effects upon a Natura 
2000 site (also known as a ‘European site’). Natura 2000 sites include Special Areas of 
Conservation (SAC) (including ‘candidate’ SACs), Special Protection Areas (SPA) (including 
‘potential’ SPAs) and Ramsar sites: 

 SACs are designated under the Habitats Directive for their habitats and/or species of European 
importance (includes Primary Reasons/Qualifying Features - Annex I Habitats/Annex II Species). 

 SPAs are designated under the Conservation of Wild Birds Directive for rare, vulnerable and 
regularly occurring migratory bird species and internationally important wetlands (includes Article 
4.1/4.2 birds). 

 Ramsar sites are designated under the Ramsar Convention for their internationally important 
wetlands (includes Criteria). 

1.2.2 HRA can be defined as: 

‘The consideration of the impact on the integrity of the Natura 2000 site of the project or plan, either 
alone or in combination with other projects or plans, with respect to the site’s structure and function 
and its conservation objectives3’ 

3 A summary of the Conservation Objectives for each type of European site (i.e. SPA, SAC, Ramsar site) are 
provided in Section 3 along with details on the qualifying features.  
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1.2.3 Where: 

 Integrity is ‘the coherence of its ecological structure and function, across its whole area, that 
enables it to sustain the habitat, complex of habitats and/or the levels of populations of the 
species for which it was classified’ – therefore not talking about minor effects;  

 Assessment of the implications for the site is made in view of its conservation objectives 
(extent/condition of habitats, size/status of populations - set out in Core Management Plans, Site 
Improvement Plans, etc.); 

 An effect is significant if it would ‘undermine the conservation objectives’ of the site (Waddenzee 
Judgement) - this represents a proxy for an effect on the integrity of a site. 

1.2.4 It is possible to have significant effects, but under Article 6(4) (of the EC Habitats Directive), if you 
are likely to have an adverse effect on the integrity of a European site there must be: 

 No alternative solution available; 
 Imperative reasons of over-riding public interest (IROPI) for the plan or project to proceed; and 
 Adequate compensatory measures in place (and by the time of the effect) in order to maintain the 

coherence of the Natura 2000 network. 

1.3 Stages of HRA 
Table 5: Stages of HRA 

Stage Description Will it apply to the NDF? 

Stage 1 Screening (/Scoping) Yes  

(to identify whether proposals have the potential to 
affect Natura 2000 sites) 

Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment  Almost certainly (for some proposals)  

(to explore impacts and hopefully mitigate out any 
adverse effects on integrity) 

Stage 3 Assessment of alternatives Possibly, though hopefully not  

(if it is not possible to demonstrate ‘beyond reasonable 
scientific doubt’ that there will not be adverse effects on 
integrity then it would be necessary to go through both 
these stages) 

Stage 4 IROPI and Compensatory measures 

1.3.1 The initial screening process comprises a review of the proposed policies/allocated sites (if 
applicable), and those with no impact pathways to designated sites would be screened out. Table 2 
(below) provides details of the types of policies that can be easily screened out. Where the type of 
policy being developed fits with the broad policy types identified, there can be confidence that the 
policy can be screened out of further HRA.  

Table 6: Policy ‘types’ that can typically be screened out 

Broad Policy Type Notes 

General statements of 
policy / aspiration 

The European Commission recognises* that plans or plan components that are 
general statements of policy or political aspirations cannot have significant 
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Broad Policy Type Notes 

effects; for example, general commitments to sustainable development.  

General design / 
guidance criteria or 
policies that cannot lead 
to or trigger 
development 

A general ‘criteria based’ policy expresses the tests or expectations of the 
plan-making body when it comes to consider proposals, or relates to design or 
other qualitative criteria which do not themselves lead to development (e.g. 
controls on design); however, policies with criteria relating to specific proposals 
or allocations should not be screened out.  With regard to the WNMP, 
‘safeguarding’ policies are considered in this category.    

External plans / projects Plans or projects that are proposed by other plans and are referred to in the 
plan being assessed for completeness (for example, Swansea Bay Tidal 
Lagoon or offshore oil and gas licensing).  

Environmental 
protection policies 

Policies designed to protect the natural or built environment will not usually 
have significant or adverse effects (although they may often require 
modification if relied on to provide sufficient safeguards for other policies).  

* EC, 2000, Managing Natura 2000 sites: the provisions of Article 6 of the ‘Habitats’ Directive 92/43/EEC April 2000 at 4.3.2). 

1.4 Why does HRA apply to the NDF 

1.4.1 The NDF will set out a 20-year land use framework for Wales. It could include spatial plans, 
Developments of National Significance (DNS), and policies including those that could guide the 
development of tourism, renewable energy, minerals, housing, employment opportunities, all of 
which have the potential for effects upon Natura 2000 sites as a result of development.  

1.4.2 The following sections provide more detail relating to the Natura 2000 sites within Wales and the 
potential impact pathways between the content of the NDF and the Natura 2000 sites that could lead 
to effects upon the designated features and conservation objectives of the sites. 
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2 Aims 
2.1.1 The aims of the NDF HRA rules of thumb are to: 

 Set out principles and assumptions in relation to different types of development, and how they 
tend to interact with Natura 2000 sites, to give an overview of the potential effects that will need 
to be considered when preparing the development framework. 

 Distil the designated habitats and species, and typical conservation objectives, of the numerous 
Natura 2000 sites in Wales into a manageable list of generic features and issues for broad 
consideration. 

 Identify the impact pathways between developments and Natura 2000 sites that could lead to 
significant effects. 

 Provide Welsh Government with enough understanding of the basic constraints and opportunities 
with regards to Natura 2000 sites to helpfully inform the early development of the NDF, including 
consideration of the issues and options. 

2.1.2 The schematic below shows how the Natura 2000 network and policies and plans associated with 
the NDF can overlap in the form of specific impact pathways. Identifying, and being aware of, these 
impact pathways early in the development of the NDF will minimise the potential for policies/projects 
that could have significant effects upon the Natura 2000 network to be included within the final plan.  

 

Schematic 1: Interaction between Natura 2000 sites and the NDF 

   

Impact 
pathways 

For example: Major land take within a SAC/SPA/Ramsar site; disturbance effects 
on birds within, or associated with, an SPA; hydrological effects on Ramsar wetland 

habitat; air quality effects on sensitive SAC habitat; risk of increased mortality/ 
disturbance for bats, great crested newts, fish, etc. within a SAC; etc. 

Natura 2000 
network  

e.g. River SACs, 
Woodland SACs, 

Inland Ramsar sites, 
Coastal SPAs, 

Upland SPAs, etc. 

Impact
pathways 

Wales NDF  
Spatial plans 

Developments of 
National Significance 

(DNS) 
Tourism policy 
Housing policy  
Energy policy  

etc.  
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3 Key Considerations in Informing early HRA 
3.1 Natura 2000 Network - Qualifying Features and Conservation 
Objectives distilled 

3.1.1 This section groups the numerous SPAs, SACs and Ramsar sites across Wales into broad 
categories, and then lists the typical qualifying habitats and/or species for each category. This should 
allow the Welsh Government planning team working on the development of the NDF to understand 
better the types of site within Wales, and specifically the important habitats and species, that will 
require consideration. For each type of Natura 2000 site (i.e. SPA, SAC, Ramsar site) the 
conservation objectives that underpin the designations are also provided to assist the Welsh 
Government planning team in determining which potential impacts would be most likely to lead to 
deterioration of a site, based on the threat levels of the impacts upon the conservation objectives. 
The conservation objectives have been reviewed and where possible condensed to provide a 
summary of the key objectives for each designation.  Examples are included of the types of 
individual site objectives that relate to the broader objective (in bold). It is not anticipated that 
individual site details would be required at this stage of the NDF; however, they are included to 
provide background information to assist with understanding how the conservation objectives relate 
to the designation.    

3.1.2 It should be noted that the SPAs, SACs and Ramsar sites included within this report and shown on 
the figures in Appendix B are correct as of March 2018. Any subsequent amendments to the 
designated sites will be taken into account through the GIS tool when undertaking further 
assessments during each stage of the NDF. 

Special Protection Areas (SPAs) 

Table 7: Broad SPA designations and associated qualifying features 

Marine SPAs Estuarine SPAs Coastal SPAs Upland SPAs Wetland SPAs 

 Marine waterfowl Wintering waterfowl 
and waders  

Coastal breeding bird 
species 

Upland breeding 
raptors  Bewick’s swan  

 Passage waterfowl 
and waders     

 Breeding waterfowl 
and waders     

SPA Conservation Objectives 

3.1.3 A summary of the conservation objectives relevant to the SPA designated sites are listed below 
(examples come from site-specific Core Management Plans):  

 The numbers of all SPA bird species are stable or increasing (e.g. Berwyn SPA, maintain 11 
hen harrier pairs or increase beyond this). This can include undertaking the following 
management: legal control of predator species, such as foxes and carrion crows, to reduce 
predation impact on ground nesting birds (more specific to upland SPAs); preventing illegal 
human persecution of protected bird species; and preventing disturbance of nesting birds. 

 The abundance and distribution of suitable prey are sufficient and appropriate to support 
the numbers of all SPA bird species (e.g. Castlemartin Coast SPA - yellow ant-hills, an 
important summer food resource, will occur in coastal turf, throughout the SPA at densities up to 
approximately 550 ant-hills per hectare). 
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 Maintain sufficient and appropriate habitat to support the SPA population in the long term 
(e.g. breeding sites for peregrine in Migneint-Arenig-Dduallt SPA). 

 Breeding population and productivity (when appropriate) is stable or increasing (e.g. 
Chough on the Aberdaron Coast and Bardsey Island SPA). 

 Maintain distribution of species and habitats within the site (e.g. the distribution in hen 
harrier within the Berwyn SPA). 

 Minimise disturbance to all SPA birds while inhabiting their feeding, breeding, wintering and 
resting areas and allow movement between them.  

3.1.4 More specific conservation objectives for each SPA site are provided in the site-specific Core 
Management Plans (Welsh sites) and the Conservation Objectives (English sites) for each specific 
site, links to these documents are provided in Appendix A. 

Ramsar sites 
Table 8: Broad Ramsar site designations and associated qualifying features 

Inland Ramsar sites Estuarine Ramsar sites 

Plants and Habitats Fauna Plants and Habitats Fauna 

Wetland habitats and 
plants 

Terrestrial 
Invertebrates (e.g. 
butterflies, moths) 

 Estuarine habitats Wintering waders and 
waterfowl 

 Aquatic invertebrates 
(e.g. caddisflies)  Breeding waders and 

waterfowl  

 Riparian mammals 
(e.g. otter, water vole)  Passage waders and 

waterfowl  

 Fish   

 Waders and 
Waterfowl   

Ramsar Site Conservation Objectives 

3.1.5 A summary of the conservation objectives relevant to Ramsar sites is provided below. The examples 
are taken from site-specific Core Management Plans: 

 Maintain water quality and quantity (e.g. Llyn Fens Ramsar site - the macrophyte, 
phytoplankton, zooplankton and predator components of the ecosystem operate in balance in a 
clear-water environment). 

 Maintain extent and condition of Ramsar site (e.g. Llyn Idwal Ramsar site - there should be no 
further loss of summit heath on Yr Wyddfa; the extent of the habitat at Crib y Ddysgl and Garnedd 
Uchaf should be retained as an absolute minimum, and there should be no loss of quality.)  

 Maintain vegetation quality - a composition for different plant communities is specified for each 
site, as are management techniques, such as grazing (e.g. grazing of transitional mire at Cors 
Caron Ramsar site).  

 Ensure numbers, conservation status and range of designated species are stable or 
increasing and there is sufficient habitat present to maintain the populations on a long-term 
basis. (e.g. Cors Fochno and Dyfi Ramsar site - The Dyfi wintering population of white-fronted 
goose must attain national importance level (i.e.1% of the national (UK) population) annually). 
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 Maintain absence of non-native invasive species (e.g. Ensure rhododendron is absent from 
Anglesey and Llyn Fens Ramsar site). 

3.1.6 More specific conservation objectives for each Ramsar site are provided in the Core Management 
Plans (Welsh sites) and the Conservation Objectives (English sites) for each specific site, links to 
these documents are provided in Appendix A. 
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Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) 
Table 9: Broad SAC designations and associated qualifying features (habitats and species) 

Lowland Grassland/ 
Heathland SACs 

Bog/Wet Heath 
SACs 

Riparian/Rivers 
SACs Lake SACs Woodland SACs Coastal SACs 

Heathland / grassland 
habitats 

Bogs and wet heath 
habitats 

 
Riverine habitats Lakes Broadleaved woodland 

habitats 
Coastal habitats (both above 
and below high tide mark) 

Terrestrial invertebrates Aquatic plants Freshwater pearl 
mussel Otter  Terrestrial snails 

 Bog woodland Migratory and 
freshwater fish   Coastal plants 

 Terrestrial snails Otter    

  White-clawed 
crayfish    

Marine SACs Estuarine SACs Bats SACs Upland SACs Great Crested Newt 
SACs 

Bottlenose dolphin  Estuarine habitats Greater horseshoe 
bat 

Bog and wetland 
habitats Great Crested Newt 

Grey seal Migratory fish Lesser horseshoe 
bat 

Heathland/dry 
grassland habitat  

Harbour porpoise Otter  Barbastelle   
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SAC Conservation Objectives 
3.1.7 A summary of the conservation objectives relevant to SAC designated sites are listed below. The 

examples have been taken from site-specific Core Management Plans.  

3.1.8 Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the site 
contributes to achieving the Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by 
maintaining or restoring: 

 The extent and distribution of qualifying natural habitats and habitats of qualifying species 
(e.g. within Anglesey Fend SAC - calcareous fen occupies at least 20% (93ha) of the total site 
area). 

 The structure and function (including typical species) of qualifying natural habitats (e.g. for 
the vegetated sea cliffs feature within Great Orme’s Head SAC, the expansion of climbing plants 
such ivy Hedera helix and the spread of non-native red valerian will be discouraged).  

 The structure and function of the habitats of qualifying species (e.g. for Aberbargoed 
Grasslands SAC - the site will support a sustainable metapopulation of marsh fritillary in the 
Aberbargoed area; this will require at least 50ha of suitable habitat, although not all of this will be 
within the SAC). 

 The supporting processes on which qualifying natural habitats and the habitats of 
qualifying species rely (e.g. Cwm Cadlan SAC - The alkaline fen has been maintained through 
traditional farming practices, and without an appropriate grazing regime, the sward would become 
rank and eventually turn to scrub and woodland; light grazing by mainly cattle and ponies 
between April and November each year is therefore essential in maintaining the habitat.) 

 The populations of qualifying species (e.g. Halkyn Mountain SAC - The site will continue to 
support at least 200 adult great crested newts as identified by torch surveys in the spring, in and 
around ponds within the pond clusters at Wern y Gaer, Pen yr Henblas Rhes y Cae, Pant Quarry, 
Mount Villas, Mill Pond, Pant y Ffridd, Moel y gaer, Moel y crio, Plas Winta, Holywell Golf 
Course). 

 The distribution of qualifying species within the site (e.g. Gwydyr Forest Mines SAC for 
lesser horse shoe bat - management of the surrounding habitats is of the appropriate type and 
sufficiently secure to ensure there is likely to be no reduction in population size or range, nor any 
decline in the extent or quality of breeding, foraging or hibernating habitat). 

3.1.9 More specific conservation objectives for each SAC site are provided in site-specific Core 
Management Plans (Welsh sites) and the Conservation Objectives (English sites) for each specific 
site, links to these documents are provided in appendix A. Such objectives include much more site-
specific requirements (e.g. relating to specific plant species and numbers and including details of 
typical species associated with a habitat) which would require assessment in more detail at later 
stages of the HRA of the NDF, once development plans are proposed.   

3.2 NDF Proposals 

3.2.1 The NDF will set out a 20-year land use framework for Wales. The following strategic options, 
policies and development types could form part of the NDF, and implementation of these can lead to 
potential effects upon Natura 2000 sites. Note that this list is clearly not exhaustive at this stage, but 
includes most of the broad areas likely to be covered in the NDF. 

Spatial plans   

3.2.2 Spatial plans within the NDF will provide an overview of the locations where certain developments/ 
activities could occur. Such plans are not likely to specify details of development at this high level; 
however, it should be possible to identify certain areas where specific types of development would 
be unsuitable (e.g. construction of a wind farm within/close to an SPA/Ramsar site). 

Developments of National Significance (DNS) 
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3.2.3 DNS developments will require their own detailed level of HRA as a matter of Government policy, 
and this assessment would therefore be deferred down to the lower tier project. 

Strategic infrastructure (incl. telecommunications, transport, green etc.) 

3.2.4 The specific locations for strategic infrastructure may not be known within the NDF; however, the 
likely impacts from such projects include habitat fragmentation, habitat loss and hydrological effects. 

Tourism  

3.2.5 There may be some spatial details regarding regions associated with tourism and development of 
tourist attractions; however, specific details are unlikely to be known at this stage. The most likely 
impacts from such developments would be an increase in visitor numbers, which could lead to 
damage of habitats or disturbance of species associated with Natura 2000 sites, and increased 
traffic leading to associated increases in pollution.   

Housing  

3.2.6 There may be some spatial details regarding regions where new large-scale housing developments 
may be sited, but specific sites or smaller developments are unlikely to be known at this stage. The 
most likely impacts from housing developments include: increased recreational pressure on 
surrounding land from dog and recreational walkers; increased predation risk associated with 
introduced cat populations; increased traffic leading to associated increases in pollution; and 
changes to hydrology as a result of an increase in impermeable surfaces.  

Minerals concessions  

3.2.7 There may be some spatial details regarding appropriate locations for minerals concessions. The 
most likely impacts from such developments would be possible changes in hydrology (both surface 
water and groundwater), affecting Natura 2000 sites downstream of such developments. 

Energy/renewables 

3.2.8 The NDF may well identify specific zones considered suitable for supporting renewable energy 
projects. Different energy types will lead to different impacts - wind farms commonly affect mobile 
species such as birds and bats (through collision impacts) to a greater degree than habitats given 
the generally small footprints of the developments. Large-scale solar farms can have collision 
impacts, but not to the same degree as wind turbines. Tidal and hydroelectric developments could 
impact aquatic species and potentially affect hydrological processes and habitats (although these 
would likely fall under DNS requirements). 

Natural resource management/ ecosystems services 

3.2.9 Whilst HRA itself is not intended to deliver a natural resources management (NRM) role, 
opportunities to protect and enhance Natura 2000 sites could arise and therefore be built into the 
NDF through policies/ proposals associated with NRM and ecosystem services, providing beneficial 
effects to the Natura 2000 network. 

3.3 Impact Pathways to consider 

3.3.1 Developments of all types can have the potential to impact upon Natura 2000 sites, and the 
likelihood of impacts occurring will be dependent upon the presence of ‘impact pathways’ between 
the development site and the Natura 2000 site (in other words, is there any means by which the 
qualifying habitats or species could physically be affected?).   

3.3.2 Where impact pathways are identified, the type and scale of the potential impacts that could occur as 
a result of the development will need to be assessed to determine the likely significance of such 
effects. This will require an assessment of whether or not the integrity of the Natura 2000 site (i.e. 
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the extent and quality of the habitat, or the population status of the species) would be affected to the 
extent that the site’s conservation objectives are undermined.  

3.3.3 It is acknowledged that the development of proposals within the NDF may not include spatial 
elements, or may not be sufficiently refined as to identify specific locations, and therefore 
identification of specific impacts upon Natura 2000 sites may not be possible. However, by 
understanding the types of impact pathways that could occur, the Welsh Government planning team 
developing the policies/proposals would be able to identify possible links at an early stage and 
therefore avoid any particularly unsuitable policies. The following impact pathways between 
elements of the NDF and the Natura 2000 sites should be considered. Text in bold identifies the 
overall potential impact with details of how such an impact could occur below [detail in square 
brackets denotes a guide as to the distance from a Natura 2000 site that an effect could occur from 
an NDF proposal]4: 

 Land-take within a Natura 2000 site (i.e. direct habitat loss): 
 Would the NDF proposal require permanent infrastructure to be constructed within the 

boundaries of a Natura 2000 site leading to permanent loss of habitat? 
[any proposals that could fall within the boundaries of a Natura 2000 site] 

 Would there be a requirement for land within a Natura 2000 site during the construction of a 
proposal leading to a temporary loss of habitat? (e.g. installation of a pipeline would lead to 
loss during construction, but habitats could be restored upon completion)? 
[any proposals that could fall within the boundaries of a Natura 2000 site] 

 Where land take could occur, would any other species associated with the designated site be 
affected (e.g. loss of habitat in SPA could: affect bird breeding habitats; lead to mortality of 
species during site clearance)? 
[any proposals that could fall within the boundaries of a Natura 2000 site] 

 Would the proposal require permanent or temporary loss of habitat within an area of land 
outside the designated site that could be functionally-linked to it (i.e. species for which a site is 
designated regularly use the land to forage/roost - particularly relevant for wintering 
waterfowl)? 
[any proposals that would lead to the loss of greenfield sites within 20 km of an SPA (or a 
Ramsar site designated for birds) would need assessment to check the likelihood of the land 
being functionally-linked to a Natura 2000 site] 

 Habitat degradation within a Natura 2000 site (i.e. indirect habitat loss): 
 Could the NDF proposal lead to increases in dust emissions during the construction phase of 

any associated projects that could affect sensitive habitats?  
[any developments (or construction vehicle access routes) within 50 m of the boundary of a 
Natura 2000 would require assessment for potential dust impacts (IAMQ, 2016)]  

 Could the NDF proposal lead to increased pollution of habitats within the Natura 2000 sites 
during construction/operation? 
[any developments (or construction vehicle access routes) within 3km of the boundary of a 
Natura 2000 site where increased sedimentation of watercourses, contamination from fuel 
spillage, etc. could affect the site would require a check for the presence of any hydrological 
links to Natura 2000 sites downstream of the proposals.]  

 Could the NDF proposal lead to increased visitor numbers to the Natura 2000 site which could 
lead to an increase in trampling of sensitive habitats due to higher recreational pressure (e.g. 
dog/recreational walkers associated with new housing developments)? 

4 These distances are for guidance only, where a potentially significant effect is identified, a thorough 
assessment of the impact pathways and distance over which an effect could occur would be undertaken on a 
case by case basis during the full HRA of the NDF. 
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[Studies for the Morecambe Bay Partnership identified a distance of 3.45 km being the 
average distance people will travel for a day trip to a designated site. If NDF proposal could 
lead to large housing developments within 3.5 km of a Natura 2000 site, this potential impact 
will therefore require consideration]. 

 Could a reduction in habitat quality as a result of NDF proposals lead to mortality of species 
associated with the Natura 2000 site?  
[habitat degradation could lead to loss of suitable habitat for certain stages of the lifecycle of 
qualifying species. The distance over which this effect could occur will vary depending upon 
the species for which a site is designated (e.g. habitat degradation within 500m of a great 
crested newt breeding pond could affect this species during the non-breeding season)]  

 Effects as a result of deterioration of air quality:  
 Could the NDF proposal lead to an increase in nitrogen (and ammonia) emissions (e.g. new 

roads, livestock units) that could lead to increased nitrogen deposition within a Natura 2000 
affecting the habitats? 
[major new roads within 500m of a Natura 2000 site could lead to impacts associated with 
nitrogen deposition and would require assessment, and livestock units within 5 km of a Natura 
2000 site should be screened in (NRW, 2017)]. 

 Could the NDF proposal lead to new industrial developments that could create airborne 
emissions? 
[Natura 2000 sites within 5-10 km of an industrial development (in the direction of the 
prevailing wind) could be affected by increased emissions leading to higher pollutant 
deposition, potentially degrading habitats over time].  

 Could the NDF proposal lead new industrial developments that could cause acid rain? 
[Natura 2000 sites within 20 km of an industrial development (in the direction of the prevailing 
wind) could be affected by increased emissions leading to acid rain potentially degrading 
habitats over time]. 

 Effects on water quality or quantity:  
 Could the NDF proposal lead to an increase in water pollution/sedimentation through 

increased run-off (construction/operation)? 
[any proposal that is within 3 km of a watercourse would require a check for the presence of 
any hydrological links to Natura 2000 sites downstream of the proposals that could be affected 
by pollution, either during construction or operation. All Natura 2000 sites downstream of a 
development (irrelevant of how far downstream) should be identified and the potential for 
impacts to extend to these sites assessed].   

 Could the NDF proposal lead to water pollution through industrial accident/ incident? 
[Proposals that require pollution prevention measures above the standard measures 
employed during construction, have the potential to fail; therefore, the impact on a Natura 
2000 site downstream of the development needs to be considered, depending on the 
proximity and all possible hydrological links associated with the Natura 2000 site] 

 Could the NDF proposal remove water from, or add water to, the surrounding habitat through 
water abstraction or increased discharge of water? 
[From where will water be supplied for new housing developments? Could abstraction for 
industry or new urban drainage affect Natura 2000 sites? Hydrological links to the Natura 
2000 site need to be considered on a case-by-case basis] 

 Could the NDF proposal lead to heated water being released into the environment (e.g. as a 
result of using water in cooling process in a nuclear power station)? 
[The biodiversity of Natura 2000 habitats such as estuaries and lakes could be degraded by 
this process. Hydrological links to the Natura 2000 site need to be considered on a case-by-
case basis.]  

 Could NDF proposals increase flood risk as a result of hard infrastructure/changes in 
hydrology, or flood habitat (e.g. result of tidal barrage construction)? 
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[How will the hydrology of the surroundings be affected by the NDF proposal? Hydrological 
links to the Natura 2000 site need to be considered on a case-by-case basis] 

 Mortality of aquatic species as a result of pollution  
[any proposal that is within 3 km of a watercourse would require a check for the presence of 
any hydrological links to Natura 2000 sites downstream of the proposals that could be affected 
by pollution either during construction or operation.] 

 Risk of disturbance to species that are qualifying features of a Natura 2000 site:  
 Could NDF proposals increase noise disturbance at a Natura 2000 site, during construction 

and/or operation? 
[The distance over which disturbance from either construction or operation could have an 
effect has been identified for a number of species, and if a noise impact is considered likely, 
such details for the specific qualifying features should be reviewed. More sensitive species 
(e.g. hen harrier and peregrine (qualifying features of the Berwyn SPA)) can be disturbed by 
activity up to 1 km away (although within 750 m is more typical) (Ruddock and Whitefield, 
2007). Disturbance is generally more harmful during the breeding season, so timing of works 
should be considered as well as location. Therefore, any proposals within 1 km of an SPA or 
Ramsar site with bird species as a qualifying feature should be screened in].  

 Could NDF proposals increase recreational disturbance at Natura 2000 sites and/or on land 
that is functionally-linked to such sites? 
[Studies for the Morecambe Bay Partnership (Liley et al., 2015) identified a distance of 3.45 
km being the average distance people will travel for a day trip to a designated site. If the NDF 
proposal could lead to large housing developments within 3.5 km of a Natura 2000 site, this 
potential impact will require consideration] 

 Could the NDF proposals cause visual disturbance during construction and/or operation? 
[Likely to have effect over smaller distances than for noise disturbance, described above. Can 
be mitigated through use of screening around construction sites.] 

 Could the NDF proposals cause disturbance to/displacement of mobile species associated 
with a Natura 2000 site whilst utilising habitats outside of the designated site? 
[Suitable habitat within 20km of SPA and Ramsar sites (with bird interest features) needs to 
be considered.] 

 Risk of mortality (to mobile species):  
 Could NDF proposals increase road traffic accidents to designated species? 

[The presence of new roads within 5 km of a SAC designated for supporting important bat 
roosts or SPA/ Ramsar sites for birds could lead to increased mortality through collisions. 
(Highways Agency, 2001)] 

 Could NDF proposals result in increased mortality of mobile species through collision with 
wind turbines /power cables etc? 
[New wind farm developments sited within 20 km of an SPA or Ramsar site supporting 
qualifying bird species or within 10 km of a SAC designated for bats would require 
assessment. Overhead power cables could also affect birds and bats.] 

 Could the NDF proposals create a situation where designated species could become trapped 
and die (e.g. great crested newts falling into drains and not escaping)? 
[Great crested newts can be found in suitable terrestrial approximately 500m from breeding 
ponds (English Nature, 2001), any proposals that could affect habitats up to 500 m from a 
SAC designated for great crested newt could lead to an impact.]  

 Could the NDF proposals lead to an increased risk of predation of designated species? 
[New housing developments within 1 km of an SPA or Ramsar site designated for bird species 
could lead to impacts associated with cat predation.]   
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 Severance and fragmentation creating barriers to movement:  
 Could the NDF proposals cause separation of habitats required at different life stages of the 

qualifying species of a Natura 2000 site (e.g. between the terrestrial foraging habitat and 
breeding ponds for great crested newts, or the nesting and foraging sites for SPA waders)? 
[Linear infrastructure projects, in particular, could lead to fragmentation of habitats (Highways 
Agency, 2001), denying animals access to important resources, any linear schemes should be 
screened for this potential impact.] 
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4 Rules of Thumb 
4.1.1 This document summarises the key features of the designated sites in Wales and sets out how they 

might be affected by policies/strategies/proposals outlined with the emerging NDF.  Based on the 
information provided above, the following ‘rules of thumb’ have been developed to provide a list of 
key questions that need to be considered throughout the development of the framework options.  

4.1.2 The aim is to ensure that the requirements of the Habitats Regulations are considered early in the 
process, encouraging the NDF team to be aware of, and ideally avoid, impacts before time is spent 
developing proposals that could be damaging. This will avoid the need subsequently to amend or 
remove proposals from the framework. 

Rule 1: What is the NDF policy/strategy/proposal being assessed? Could it 
lead to physical development / provide the framework under which future 
development projects could be proposed?  
If not, the proposal can be screened out. If it could, further consideration of the potential for the 
policy/ strategy/proposal to impact the Natura 2000 site network is required. It is likely that potential 
impacts cannot be identified at this stage, in which case the policy/ strategy/proposal would need to 
ensure appropriate wording is included to ensure future lower tier plans take account of potential 
effects upon Natura 2000 sites prior to consent for developments being granted. 

Rule 2: What are the designated sites that could be affected by the 
policy/strategy/proposal? This could include sites within or near the 
proposal/policy/strategy. 
Where a policy/strategy/proposal has a spatial element, it may be possible to identify which sites 
could be affected.  Typically, a search for Natura 2000 sites within 20km of a proposed development 
would be undertaken and would be expected to identify the majority of sites that could be affected; 
however, if there is the possibility that the impacts could extend over a greater distance, based on 
sound ecological principles (e.g. increased water abstraction from a reservoir several kilometres 
away could affect a watercourse that may be designated a SAC), this should be taken into account 
and the search area extended as appropriate. Where a policy/proposal is at a national scale, it may 
be that at the current level all Natura 2000 sites could potentially be affected, and that HRA of the 
lower tier policy that provides the spatial detail will need to be undertaken to provide a meaningful 
assessment and identify mitigation measures, where necessary.    

If specific locations of developments are unknown at this stage, the potential impact pathways that 
could occur as a result of policy implementation should be identified (see Rule 5), and any Natura 
2000 sites vulnerable to the identified impact pathways would then be screened in. Any Natura 2000 
sites which would not be affected by the impact pathways identified can then be screened out. 

Rule 3: What are the qualifying habitats and species that could be affected (as 
detailed in this document)?  
Once any Natura 2000 sites have been identified that could be affected by the 
policy/strategy/proposal, collate details on the qualifying habitats and species of those sites. Different 
impacts will affect qualifying features in different ways, so the presence of an impact pathway does 
not necessarily mean that a qualifying feature would be adversely affected.  

Rule 4: What are the conservation objectives of the relevant sites (as detailed 
in this document)? 
The potential impacts upon a Natura 2000 site need to be considered alongside the conservation 
objectives for that site. Use the guidance in Section 3.1 above (regarding the broad conservation 
objectives for SACs, SPAs and Ramsar Sites) first and, if appropriate, look up the specific 
conservation objectives of individual sites (links to the Core Management Plans or the Conservation 
Objectives are provided (where available) in Appendix A).  
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Rule 5: What do you consider to be the likely impact pathways between the 
policy/strategy/ proposal and the relevant sites? 
Different impacts will affect sites in different ways over different distances. It is important to 
understand how a policy/strategy/proposal could affect a site and its conservation objectives as early 
as possible. This should allow appropriate avoidance/mitigation measures to be incorporated and 
ensure that other options/alternatives for a proposal have been fully considered, and the least 
damaging option taken forward, where possible. Clearly, it will be important, through design of the 
policy/strategy/ proposal, to focus avoidance measures on those potential impacts that could 
undermine any of the conservation objectives for a site, rather than those that would have less of an 
effect. 

Rule 6: Seek to incorporate into the policy/strategy/proposal any measures 
that would avoid or mitigate a potential impact 
Having followed Rules 1 to 5, an understanding will have been developed of the implications that a 
policy/strategy/proposal might have on any Natura 2000 sites and their qualifying habitats and 
species.  Wherever potential impacts on these sites can be avoided, through modifications to the 
policy/strategy/proposal, these changes should be made as early as possible. This could include, for 
example, ensuring that any spatial elements are designed to avoid Natura 2000 sites (by a sufficient 
distance), or incorporating appropriate wording to ensure that any future development brought 
forward under the policy/strategy/proposal is required to undertake HRA prior to permission being 
granted.  
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- Categorisation of all designated sites in Wales APPENDIX A
and within 20 km of the border 

Designated site  

with link to Natura 2000 
standard data form  

Designation  
Primary Broad 
Natura 2000 
Category 

Secondary Natura 
2000 category(ies)  

Core 
management 
plan/ conservation 
objectives 
(England sites) 
link  

Bae Caerfyrddin/ Carmarthen Bay SPA Marine SPA Link 

Berwyn SPA Upland SPA Link 

Burry Inlet SPA Estuarine SPA Link 

Castlemartin Coast SPA Coastal SPA Link 

Craig yrs. Adelynn (Bird`s Rock) SPA Coastal SPA Link 

Dyfi Estuary / Aber Dyfi SPA Estuarine SPA Link 

Elenydd - Mallaen SPA Upland SPA Link 

Glannau Aberdaron ac Ynys Enlli/ 
Aberdaron Coast and Bardsey 
Island 

SPA Coastal SPA 
 

Link  

Glannau Ynys Gybi/ Holy Island 
Coast 

SPA Coastal SPA 
 

Link 

Grassholm SPA Coastal SPA Link 

Liverpool Bay / Bae Lerpwl SPA Marine SPA Link 

Migneint-Arenig-Dduallt SPA Upland SPA Link 

Mynydd Cilan, Trwyn y Wylfa ac 
Ynysoedd Sant Tudwal 

SPA Coastal SPA 
 

Link 

Ramsey and St David`s Peninsula 
Coast 

SPA Coastal SPA 
 

Link 

Severn Estuary SPA Estuarine SPA Link 

Skokholm and Skomer and the seas 
off Pembrokeshire SPA Coastal SPA 

 
Link  

The Dee Estuary SPA Estuarine SPA Link 

Traeth Lafan/ Lavan Sands, 
Conway Bay 

SPA Estuarine SPA 
 

Link 

Anglesey Terns / Morwenoliaid 
Ynys Môn SPA Estuarine SPA 

 
Link 

1 

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9014091.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/673515/Carmarthen%20Bay%20R33%20Advice%20February%202009.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9013111.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/670888/Berwyn%20man%20plan%20(E)%20(table%20revis%2010.09.09).pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9015011.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/673515/Carmarthen%20Bay%20R33%20Advice%20February%202009.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9014061.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672656/Limestone%20Coast%20of%20South%20West%20Wales%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9020283.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/674084/Craig%20yr%20Aderyn%20SPA%20core%20plan%20(Eng).pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9020284.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671834/Dyfi%20SPA-Plan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9014111.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671965/Elenydd_cSAC_core_English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9013121.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9013121.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9013121.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672092/Glannau%20Aberdaron%20Plan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9013101.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9013101.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672152/Glannau%20Ynys%20Gybi%20WES%20Plan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9014041.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/674134/Grassholm%20SPA%20Management%20Plan%2021%5b1%5d.4.08%20(English).pdf
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/3236717
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/3236717
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9013131.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672797/MigneintADd%20WES32%20plan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9020282.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9020282.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/673012/Mynydd%20Cilan%20SAC%20Plan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9014062.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9014062.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/673968/St%20David%27s%20SAC%20Plan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9015022.pdf
http://www.ukmpas.org/pdf/Sitebasedreports/Severn_Estuary_Reg_33_plan_2005.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9014051.pdf
https://naturalresources.wales/media/675733/skomer-skokholm-and-seas-off-pembs-pspa-draft-conservation-objectives-final.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9013011.pdf
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6579320399069184
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/674184/Traeth%20Lafan%20SAC%20Plan%2021%5B1%5D.4.08%20English.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/674184/Traeth%20Lafan%20SAC%20Plan%2021%5B1%5D.4.08%20English.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/674184/Traeth%20Lafan%20SAC%20Plan%2021%5B1%5D.4.08%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9013061.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671214/Cemlyn%20WES32%20plan%20English.pdf
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Designated site  

with link to Natura 2000 
standard data form  

Designation  
Primary Broad 
Natura 2000 
Category 

Secondary Natura 
2000 category(ies)  

Core 
management 
plan/ conservation 
objectives 
(England sites) 
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Ynys Seiriol / Puffin Island SPA Coastal SPA Link 

Mersey Narrows and North Wirral 
Foreshore 

SPA Estuarine SPA 
 

Link 

Mersey Estuary SPA Estuarine SPA Link 

Walmore Common SPA Wetland SPA Link 

Burry Inlet Ramsar site Estuarine Ramsar Link 

Cors Caron Ramsar site Inland Ramsar Link 

Cors Fochno and Dyfi Ramsar site Estuarine Ramsar Link 

Corsydd Môn a Llyn/ Anglesey and 
Llyn Fens 

Ramsar site Inland Ramsar 
 

Link 

Crymlyn Bog Ramsar site Inland Ramsar Link 

Llyn Idwal Ramsar site Inland Ramsar Link 

Llyn Tegid Ramsar site Inland Ramsar Link 

Midland Meres and Mosses Phase 
1 Ramsar site Inland Ramsar  Link 

Midland Meres and Mosses Phase 
2 

Ramsar site Inland Ramsar 
 

Link 

Severn Estuary Ramsar site Estuarine Ramsar Link 

The Dee Estuary Ramsar site Estuarine Ramsar Link 

Mersey Narrows and North Wirral 
Foreshore 

Ramsar site Estuarine Ramsar 
 

Link 

Mersey Estuary Ramsar site Estuarine Ramsar Link  

Walmore Common Ramsar site Inland Ramsar  Link 

Aberbargoed Grasslands SAC Grassland/heathland Link 

Afon Eden - Cors Goch 
Trawsfynydd 

SAC Bog Riparian  Link 

Afon Gwyrfai a Llyn Cwellyn SAC Riparian  Lake Link 

Afon Teifi/ River Teifi SAC Riparian  Lake Link 

2 

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9020285.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/674189/Ynys%20Seiriol%20SPA%20%20management%20Plan%2018%20April%20%20(English).pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9020287.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9020287.pdf
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6521906232557568
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9005131.pdf
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5790848037945344
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/SPA/UK9007051.pdf
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5682196320878592
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/default.aspx?page=2065
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/673515/Carmarthen%20Bay%20R33%20Advice%20February%202009.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/RIS/UK14003.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671524/Cors%20Caron-Plan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/RIS/UK14004.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671544/Cors%20Fochno%20SAC%20management%20plan.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/RIS/UK14005.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/RIS/UK14005.pdf
https://naturalresources.wales/media/675002/corsydd-mon-sac-english.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/RIS/UK14006.pdf
https://naturalresources.wales/media/675011/crymlyn-bog-sac-english.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/RIS/UK14007.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671995/Eryri%20SAC%20plan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/RIS/UK14008.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/673374/River_Dee___Bala_Lake_32_Plan.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/RIS/UK11080.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/RIS/UK11080.pdf
https://rsis.ramsar.org/ris/653
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/RIS/UK11080.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/RIS/UK11080.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672011/fenns-and-whixhall-wes-english.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/RIS/UK11081.pdf
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/file/3977366
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/RIS/UK11082.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/673576/Dee%20Estuary-Reg33-Volume%201-English-091209_1.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/UK11042.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/UK11042.pdf
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/Marine/MarineSiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=UK9020287&SiteName=mersey%20narrows&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=%23hlco
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/RIS/UK11041.pdf
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5790848037945344
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/RIS/UK11076.pdf
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5682196320878592
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0030071
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/670637/Aberbargoed%20Grasslands%20Core%20SAC%20plan%20jan08.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030071.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030071.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/670687/Afon%20Eden%20WES32%20plan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030046.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/670697/Afon%20Gwyrfai%20a%20Llyn%20Cwellyn%20Management%20%20Plan%20_English_.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0012670.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/670702/Afon%20Teifi%20%20River%20Teifi%20Management%20Plan.pdf
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Afon Tywi/ River Tywi SAC Riparian   Link 

Afonydd Cleddau/ Cleddau Rivers SAC Riparian  Bog, woodland  Link 

Alyn Valley Woods/ Coedwigoedd 
Dyffryn Alun 

SAC Woodland  Grassland Link 

Bae Cemlyn/ Cemlyn Bay SAC Coastal   Link 

Berwyn a Mynyddoedd de Clwyd/ 
Berwyn and South Clwyd Mountains 

SAC Upland  Bog Link  

Blackmill Woodlands SAC Woodland  Link 

Blaen Cynon SAC Grassland/heathland Bog Link 

Brecon Beacons/ Bannau 
Brycheiniog 

SAC Upland  Grassland/heathland Link  

Cadair Idris SAC Upland Lake, Bog, Heath  Link 

Caeau Mynydd Mawr SAC Grassland/heathland  Link 

Cardiff Beech Woods SAC Grassland/heathland  Woodland  Link  

Cardigan Bay/ Bae Ceredigion SAC Grassland/heathland  Marine Link 

Carmarthen Bay and Estuaries/ Bae 
Caerfyrddin ac Aberoedd 

SAC Marine  Grassland/heathland Link 

Cernydd Carmel SAC Grassland/heathland Bog Link 

Clogwyni Pen Llyn/ Seacliffs of 
Lleyn 

SAC Grassland/heathland  Link 

Coed Cwm Einion SAC Grassland/heathland  Link  

Coed y Cerrig SAC Grassland/heathland  Link 

Coedwigoedd Dyffryn Elwy/ Elwy 
Valley Woods 

SAC Grassland/heathland Upland  Link 

Coedwigoedd Penrhyn Creuddyn/ 
Creuddyn Peninsula Woods 

SAC Grassland/heathland Upland  Link  

Coedydd a Cheunant Rheidol/ 
Rheidol Woods and Gorge 

SAC Grassland/heathland  Link 

Coedydd Aber SAC Grassland/heathland  Link 
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http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0013010
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/670732/Afon_Tywi_-_Man%20Plan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030074.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/670822/Afonydd%20Cleddau%20plan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030078.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030078.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/670837/Alyn%20Valley%20Woods%20WES32%20Plan.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030114.pdf
http://www.ukmpas.org/pdf/Cemlyn_Bay_management_scheme.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0012926.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0012926.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/670888/Berwyn%20man%20plan%20(E)%20(table%20revis%2010.09.09).pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030090.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/670998/Blackmill%20Core%20SAC%20plan%20Jan%2008.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0030092
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671013/Blaen%20Cynon%20core%20management%20plan.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030096.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030096.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671043/Brecon%20Beacons%20SAC%20plan%20_Eng_.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030104.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671054/Cadair%20Idris%20SAC%20Plan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0030105
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671079/Caeau_Mynydd_Mawr-DS%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030109.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672066/FINAL%20Cdf%20Beech%20Woods%20SAC%20Man%20Plan.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0012712.pdf
http://www.cardiganbaysac.org.uk/pdf%20files/Cardigan%20Bay%20CSAC%20Management%20Plan%20(2001).pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0020020.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0020020.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671189/Carmarthen%20Dunes%20-Management%20plan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030070.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671239/Cernydd%20Carmel%20SAC%20Management%20Plan.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030271.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030271.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671304/Clogwyni%20Pen%20Llyn%20SAC%20Plan%2022.4.08%20_English_.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030117.pdf
https://naturalresources.wales/media/674993/cwm-einion-sac-plan-english.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0012766.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671319/Coed%20y%20Cerrig%20%20SAC%20%20Management%20Plan%20_English_.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030146.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030146.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671339/Coedwigoedd%20Dyffryn%20Elwy%20WES32%20plan.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030124.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030124.pdf
https://naturalresources.wales/media/674995/creuddyn-peninsula-woods-sac-eng.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0012748.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0012748.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671374/Coedydd%20A%20Cheunant%20Rheidol%20SAC%20Plan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030118.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671399/Coedydd%20Aber%20WES32%20plan.pdf
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Coedydd Derw a Safleoedd 
Ystlumod Meirion/ Meirionnydd 
Oakwoods and Bat Sites 

SAC 
Grassland/heathland  Link 

Coedydd Llawr-y-glyn SAC Grassland/heathland Woodland  Link 

Coedydd Nedd a Mellte SAC Grassland/heathland Woodland  Link  

Coetiroedd Cwm Elan/ Elan Valley 
Woodlands 

SAC Grassland/heathland Woodland  Link  

Cors Caron SAC Grassland/heathland Riparian Link 

Cors Fochno SAC Bog Grassland/ heathland  Link  

Corsydd Eifionydd SAC Grassland/heathland  Link  

Corsydd Llyn/ Lleyn Fens SAC Grassland/heathland  Link  

Corsydd Môn/ Anglesey Fens SAC Grassland/heathland Lake Link  

Crymlyn Bog/ Cors Crymlyn SAC Bog Grassland/ heathland  Link  

Cwm Cadlan SAC Grassland/heathland Bog Link 

Cwm Clydach Woodlands / 
Coedydd Cwm Clydach 

SAC Woodland Grassland/ heathland Link  

Cwm Doethie - Mynydd Mallaen SAC Woodland Grassland/ heathland Link  

Dee Estuary/ Aber Dyfrdwy SAC Estuarine  Coastal   Link 

Deeside and Buckley Newt Sites SAC Grassland/heathland Great crested newt Link  

Drostre Bank SAC Grassland/heathland Woodland  Link  

Dunraven Bay SAC Coastal   Link  

Elenydd 

SAC Bog  Grassland/heathland, 
Lake  Link 

Eryri/ Snowdonia SAC Upland Bog, Lake  Link 

Fenn`s, Whixall, Bettisfield, Wem 
and Cadney Mosses 

SAC Bog  Link 

Glannau Môn: Cors heli / Anglesey 
Coast: Saltmarsh 

SAC Estuarine   Link  

4 

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0014789.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0014789.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0014789.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672832/MOW%20SAC%20Plan%2017-4-08.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030119.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671414/Coedydd%20Llawr-y-glyn%20SAC%20MPEnglish.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030141.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671444/Coedydd%20Nedd%20a%20Mellte%20SAC%20plan%2018%20April%202008%20_English_.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030145.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030145.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671965/Elenydd_cSAC_core_English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0014790.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671524/Cors%20Caron-Plan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0014791.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671544/Cors%20Fochno%20SAC%20management%20plan.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030121.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671584/Corsydd%20Eifionydd%20plan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030187.pdf
https://naturalresources.wales/media/674997/corsydd-llyn-sac-english.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0012884.pdf
https://naturalresources.wales/media/675002/corsydd-mon-sac-english.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0012885.pdf
https://naturalresources.wales/media/675011/crymlyn-bog-sac-english.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0013585
https://naturalresources.wales/media/674993/cwm-einion-sac-plan-english.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030127.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030127.pdf
https://naturalresources.wales/media/675017/cwm-clydach-sac-plan-english.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030128.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671965/Elenydd_cSAC_core_English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030131.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/673374/River_Dee___Bala_Lake_32_Plan.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/673374/River_Dee___Bala_Lake_32_Plan.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671740/Deeside_and_Buckley_WES32_Plan_English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0012878.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671765/Drostre%20Bank%20SAC%20Plan%20Jan%2008%20_A_.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030139.pdf
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/category/6490068894089216
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0012928.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671965/Elenydd_cSAC_core_English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0012946.pdf
http://www.dartmoor.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/24479/evidencecatalogueeng_rr_-2.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0012912.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0012912.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672011/fenns-and-whixhall-wes-english.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0020025.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0020025.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/670652/Abermenai%20to%20Aberffraw%20Dunes%20WES32%20plan.pdf
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Glannau Ynys Gybi/ Holy Island 
Coast 

SAC Coastal Grassland/heathland, 
Bog  Link 

Glan-traeth SAC Great crested newt  Link 

Glaswelltiroedd Cefn Cribwr/ Cefn 
Cribwr Grasslands 

SAC Grassland/heathland   Link 

Glynllifon SAC Bats  Link 

Gower Ash Woods/ Coedydd Ynn 
Gwyr 

SAC Woodland   Link 

Gower Commons/ Tiroedd Comin 
Gwyr 

SAC Grassland/heathland  Link 

Granllyn SAC Great crested newt  Link 

Great Orme`s Head/ Pen y Gogarth SAC Grassland/heathland Coastal  Link 

Grogwynion SAC Grassland/heathland  Link 

Gweunydd Blaencleddau SAC Bog Grassland/heathland Link 

Halkyn Mountain/ Mynydd Helygain SAC Grassland/heathland Great crested newt Link 

Johnstown Newt Sites SAC Great crested newt  Link 

Kenfig/ Cynffig SAC Coastal  Lake  Link 

Limestone Coast of South West 
Wales/ Arfordir Calchfaen de 
Orllewin Cymru 

SAC 
Coastal  Grassland/heathland, 

Bats  Link 

Llangorse Lake/ Llyn Syfaddan SAC Lake   Link 

Llwyn SAC Woodland   Link 

Llyn Dinam SAC Lake   Link 

Migneint-Arenig-Dduallt 

SAC Bog Grassland/heathland, 
Lake Link 

Montgomery Canal SAC Riparian   Link 

Morfa Harlech a Morfa Dyffryn SAC Coastal   Link 

Mwyngloddiau Fforest Gwydir/ 
Gwydyr Forest Mines 

SAC Grassland/heathland Woodland  Link 
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http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0013046.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0013046.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672152/Glannau%20Ynys%20Gybi%20WES%20Plan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030042.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672237/Glantraeth%20SAC%20Plan%2011April%201546%202008%20(English)%5b1%5d.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030113.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030113.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/671199/Cefn%20Cribwr%20Core%20SAC%20plan%20290108%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0012661.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672257/Glynllifon%20SAC%20Management%20Plan%2021.4.08%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030157.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030157.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672342/gowerash_woods-et-final-et-and-tl.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0012685
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0012685
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672332/Gower%20Commons-plan%20english.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030158.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672352/Granllyn%20SAC%20Management%20Plan%2021.4.08%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0014788
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672382/Great%20Orme%20SAC%20Management%20Plan%2017.04.08%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0030160
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672442/Grogwynion%20SAC%20Plan%20English%20(edit).pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030144.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672462/Gweunydd%20Blaencleddau%20Mplan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0030163
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672548/Halkyn%20SAC%20Plan%20_Eng_.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030173.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672594/Johnstown%20Newt%20Site%20Management%20Plan%20April%202008%20_English_.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0012566.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672610/Kenfig%20SAC%20management%20plan%2021.4.08%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0014787.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0014787.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0014787.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672656/Limestone%20Coast%20of%20South%20West%20Wales%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0012985.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672671/Llangorse%20lake%20core%20management%20plan.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030185.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672686/Llwyn%20SAC%20plan%2009%20April%202008%200850%20_English_.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030186.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672701/Llyn%20Dinam%20SAC%20plan%2015%20April%202008%20%20_English_.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030205.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672797/MigneintADd%20WES32%20plan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030213.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672802/Montgomery%20Canal%20SAC%20Management%20Plan%20_English_.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030049.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672822/Morfa%20Harlech%20a%20Morfa%20Dyffryn%20SAC%20Management%20Plan%2018%20April%202008%20_English_.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0030161
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0030161
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/672932/Mwyngloddiau%20Fforest%20Gwydyr%20Plan%20English.pdf
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Designated site  

with link to Natura 2000 
standard data form  

Designation  
Primary Broad 
Natura 2000 
Category 

Secondary Natura 
2000 category(ies)  

Core 
management 
plan/ conservation 
objectives 
(England sites) 
link  

Mynydd Epynt SAC Upland  Link 

North Pembrokeshire Woodlands/ 
Coedydd Gogledd Sir Benfro 

SAC Woodland  Bats  Link 

North West Pembrokeshire 
Commons/ Comins Gogledd 
Orllewin Sir Benfro 

SAC Grassland/heathland Bog Link  

Pembrokeshire Bat Sites and 
Bosherston Lakes/ Safleoedd 
Ystlum Sir Benfro a Llynnoedd 
Bosherston 

SAC 

Lake Bats Link 

Pembrokeshire Marine/ Sir Benfro 
Forol 

SAC Estuarine Coastal/Marine  Link 

Pen Llyn a`r Sarnau/ Lleyn 
Peninsula and the Sarnau 

SAC Estuarine Coastal/Marine  Link 

Preseli SAC Bog Grassland/heathland Link 

Rhinog 

SAC Woodland Grassland/heathland, 
Bog  Link 

Rhos Goch SAC Bog Grassland  Link 

Rhos Llawr-cwrt SAC Grassland/heathland Bog Link 

Rhos Talglas SAC Grassland/heathland  Link 

River Dee and Bala Lake/ Afon 
Dyfrdwy a Llyn Tegid 

SAC Riparian   Link 

River Usk/ Afon Wysg SAC Riparian   Link 

River Wye/ Afon Gwy SAC Riparian  Bog Link 

Severn Estuary/ Môr Hafren SAC Estuarine Coastal  Link 

St David`s / Ty Ddewi SAC Coastal  Grassland/heath  Link 

Sugar Loaf Woodlands SAC Woodland   Link 

Tanat and Vyrnwy Bat Sites/ 
Safleoedd Ystlumod Tanat ac 
Efyrnwy 

SAC 
Bats  Link 

Usk Bat Sites/ Safleoedd Ystlumod 
Wysg 

SAC Bats  Grassland/heathland, 
Bogs, Upland Link 
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http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030221.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/673042/Mynydd%20Epynt%20SAC%20%20Management%20Plan%20April%202008%20_English_A_.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030227.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030227.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/673097/N%20Pembs%20Wdlds-MC%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0030229
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0030229
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0030229
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/673142/NorthWest%20Pembrokeshire%20Commons%20SAC%20Management%20Plan%2021.4.08%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0014793.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0014793.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0014793.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0014793.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/673193/pembs-bat-sites-and-bosh-lakes-english.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0013116.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0013116.pdf
http://www.ukmpas.org/pdf/Sitebasedreports/Pembrokeshire_Marine_Reg_33_Advice_Feb_2009.doc.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0013117.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0013117.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/673012/Mynydd%20Cilan%20SAC%20Plan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0012598.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/673203/Preseli%20SAC%20management%20plan.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0012945.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/673264/Rhinog%20SAC%20plan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0014792.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/673319/Rhos_Goch_SAC_Plan_2007%20_A_.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0012680
https://arcadiso365.sharepoint.com/sites/UKR-PS9/UA009148/Calcs/HRA%20Supporting%20Documents/Desk%20Study/Rhos%20Talglas
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0030245
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/673309/Rhos%20Talglas-Plan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030252.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030252.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/673374/River_Dee___Bala_Lake_32_Plan.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0013007.pdf
http://www.wyeuskfoundation.org/problems/River_Usk%20SAC%20Core%20Management%20Plan.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0012642.pdf
http://www.wyeuskfoundation.org/problems/River%20Wye%20SAC%20Core%20Management%20Plan.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0013030.pdf
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&ved=0ahUKEwjN6L_92uLUAhWPb1AKHUvVD74QFggvMAI&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpublications.naturalengland.org.uk%2Ffile%2F3977366&usg=AFQjCNEuafLAVgkqs572lWyAYaEFIDuP6w
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0013045.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/673968/St%20David%27s%20SAC%20Plan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030072.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/674063/Sugar_Loaf_Woodlands_core_management_plan_Mar_2008%20_A_.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0014783.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0014783.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0014783.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/674205/tanat-and-vyrnwy-bat-sites-sac-mp-15-april-2008-_english_.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0014784.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0014784.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/674281/Usk%20Bat%20Sites%20Management%20Plan%20Feb%2008.pdf
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Designated site  

with link to Natura 2000 
standard data form  

Designation  
Primary Broad 
Natura 2000 
Category 

Secondary Natura 
2000 category(ies)  

Core 
management 
plan/ conservation 
objectives 
(England sites) 
link  

Wye Valley Woodlands/ Coetiroedd 
Dyffryn Gwy 

SAC Woodland  Bats  Link 

Y Fenai a Bae Conwy/ Menai Strait 
and Conwy Bay 

SAC Coastal  Link 

Y Twyni o Abermenai i Aberffraw/ 
Abermenai to Aberffraw Dunes 

SAC Coastal   Link 

Yerbeston Tops SAC Grassland/heathland  Woodland  Link 

Bristol Channel Approaches 
/Dynesfeydd Môr Hafre 

cSAC Marine   Link 

West Wales Marine cSAC Marine   Link 

North Anglesey Marine cSAC Marine   Link 

Skomer, Skokholm and the Seas off 
Pembrokeshire 

SPA Marine  Link 

Northern Cardigan Bay/Gogledd 
Bae Ceredigion 

SPA Marine  Link 

Anglesey Terns/Morwenoliaid Ynys 
Môn 

SPA Marine  Link 

The Stiperstones and The Hollies  SAC Grassland/heathland Woodland  Link 

Oak Mere SAC Lake Link 

West Midland Mosses  SAC Lake  Link 

Brown Moss SAC Riparian Link 

River Clun SAC SAC Riparian Link 

Downton Gorge SAC Woodland Link 

Avon Gorge Woodlands SAC Woodland Link 

Mendip Limestone Grasslands SAC Grassland/heathland Link 

Exmoor Heaths SAC Grassland/heathland Link 

North Somerset & Mendip Bats SAC Grassland/heathland Link 
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http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0012727.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0012727.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/674402/Wye%20Valley%20Woods%20core%20plan%2015%20Nov%2007%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030202.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030202.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/674184/Traeth%20Lafan%20SAC%20Plan%2021%5b1%5d.4.08%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0020021.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0020021.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/670652/Abermenai%20to%20Aberffraw%20Dunes%20WES32%20plan.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030305.pdf
https://www.naturalresources.wales/media/674433/Yerbeston%20Moors%20Tops%20SAC%20Plan%20English.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030396.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030396.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/BristolChannelApproachesConservationObjectivesAndAdviceOnActivities.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030397.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/WestWalesMarineConservationObjectivesAndAdviceOnActivities.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/n2kforms/UK0030398.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/pdf/NorthAngleseyMarineConservationObjectivesAndAdviceOnActivities.pdf
https://naturalresources.wales/media/1464/skokholm-skomer-potential-spa-citation.pdf
https://naturalresources.wales/media/1464/skokholm-skomer-potential-spa-citation.pdf
https://naturalresources.wales/media/675733/skomer-skokholm-and-seas-off-pembs-pspa-draft-conservation-objectives-final.pdf
https://naturalresources.wales/media/675777/departmental-brief-northern-cardigan-bay-pspa-final.pdf
https://naturalresources.wales/media/675777/departmental-brief-northern-cardigan-bay-pspa-final.pdf
https://naturalresources.wales/media/675730/northern-cardigan-bay-pspa-draft-conservation-objectives-final.pdf
https://naturalresources.wales/media/675728/departmental-brief-anglesey-terns-pspa-final.pdf
https://naturalresources.wales/media/675728/departmental-brief-anglesey-terns-pspa-final.pdf
https://naturalresources.wales/media/675726/anglesey-terns-pspa-draft-conservation-objectives-final.pdf
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/protectedsites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0012810
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6420421159157760
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0012970
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/4577218189590528
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/protectedsites/sacselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0013595
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6449667604742144
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0030100
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5839363757834240
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/protectedsites/sacselection/sac.asp?EUcode=UK0030250
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6453431740923904?category=5134123047845888
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0012735
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5808315439251456
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUcode=UK0012734
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6740736611450880
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/protectedsites/sacselection/sac.asp?EUcode=UK0030203
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6269364252704768
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0030040
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5674075309473792
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUcode=UK0030052
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/file/5849479659913216
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- Figures APPENDIX B
Figure 1: Overview of Natura 2000 sites within Wales 

Figure 2 (Sheets 1-8): Detailed view of Natura 2000 sites with site buffers 
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	1 INTRODUCTION
	1.1 Background to and Purpose of this Report
	1.1.1 The Welsh Government is currently preparing a National Development Framework (NDF) to provide a spatial context for the delivery of development and national planning policy in Wales over the next 20 years. The NDF is an important part of the pla...
	1.1.2 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (hereafter the ‘Habitats Regulations’) stipulate that a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) must be carried out on all Plans and Projects that have the potential to impact upon sites de...
	1.1.3 This document provides a preliminary screening of the potential impacts that could occur as a result of the preferred spatial option of the NDF. The content of likely policy and proposals has not yet been developed and detailed spatial informati...
	What is Habitats Regulations Assessment?

	1.1.4 Under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive (and Regulation 102 of the Habitats Regulations), an assessment is required where a land use plan may give rise to significant effects upon a Natura 2000 site (also known as a ‘European site’). Natura 20...
	1.1.5 HRA can be defined as:
	1.1.6 Where:
	1.1.7 It is possible to consent a plan that would have significant effects, but under Article 6(4) (of the EC Habitats Directive), if you are likely to have an adverse effect on the integrity of a European site there must be:
	Legislation and Guidance

	1.1.8 The HRA is being made in accordance with the requirements of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017, as amended. In doing so, this screening report has drawn upon the following guidance:

	1.2 Approach and Methodology
	1.2.1 The first stage of the HRA for the NDF project included a period of evidence-gathering and background research to pull together details of the European sites that would need to be referred to throughout the process. In order to provide the Welsh...
	1.2.2 A set of draft NDF objectives and spatial options was developed in October 2017, which included four draft alternative spatial options and a benchmark option as well as the first draft of the objectives. Following a review of the draft objective...
	1.2.3 Given the high-level nature of the NDF, at this preferred spatial option phase, no specific spatial policies identifying potential development opportunities or locations have been proposed. Without specific details, it is not possible to confirm...
	1.2.4 The potential effects associated with the NDF have been allocated into one of 12 categories according to the ways in which the objective or policy could affect Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites. These are described in Table 2, below, and are derived ...
	1.2.5 As more detailed policies emerge at the next stage of the NDF, further screening may enable more policies to be screened out of further assessment. Where details are not going to be forthcoming at this level, appropriate wording should be incorp...


	2 SCREENING OF THE NDF OBJECTIVES
	2.1.1 The 10 draft NDF objectives identified at the strategic options stage have been reviewed and refined to provide a preferred option comprising a list of 12 overarching objectives with associated sub-objectives that feed into to the overall theme.
	2.1.2 A screening assessment of each objective and the potential implications for Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites is provided in Table 3, below.

	3 SCREENING OF THE NDF SPATIAL OPTIONS
	3.1.1 Draft NDF Objectives and Spatial Options were issued for internal and external engagement in September 2017. The draft objectives and options represented the first stage in the process of preparing the detailed consultation document. Four spatia...
	3.1.2 Four spatial options and a benchmark option were identified; these took the draft objectives of the NDF and were developed with a different focus to provide an indication of how outcomes would vary across differing requirements. The spatial opti...
	 Community Focus
	 Market Driven Focus
	 Decarbonisation Focus
	 Natural Resource Resilience Focus
	 Do Not Prepare the NDF
	3.1.3 Given the very high-level nature of these options, formal HRA screening was not undertaken at this stage. Instead, discussions with the Welsh Government planning team were undertaken to provide a general overview of the different options being c...

	4 PRELIMINARY SCREENING OF THE NDF PREFERRED SPATIAL OPTION
	4.1.1 The draft spatial options identified at the strategic options stage have now been reviewed and refined to provide a preferred spatial option. The NDF Preferred Option sets out how the land-use planning system will support the long-term aim of th...
	 Placemaking;
	 Distinctive and Natural Places;
	 Productive and Enterprising Places;
	 Active and Social Places; and
	 Wales’s Regions.
	4.1.2 The NDF Preferred Option is to be read alongside Planning Policy Wales (PPW), which sets the Welsh Government’s national planning policies. Each spatial direction, and the associated strategic policy overview, has been screened to determine the ...
	4.1.3 The Placemaking theme does not include specific spatial directions and strategic policies, and so is not included in Table 4 (below). ‘Decarbonisation and climate change’, ‘Health and well-being’, and ‘cohesive communities and the Welsh language...

	5 SUMMARY AND NEXT STEPS
	5.1.1 The screening of the draft Preferred Option for the NDF has identified policy areas that have the potential to lead to effects upon Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites. Two Objectives - Welsh Language and Cohesive Communities - have been screened out c...
	5.1.2 The draft Preferred Option document does not, however, include sufficient spatial detail to allow a comprehensive assessment of the potential effects upon Natura 2000 and Ramsar sites, and as such the conclusions of this Preliminary HRA Screenin...
	5.1.3 Under the Habitats Regulations, it is necessary to assess the potential in-combination effects of the NDF with other current, or proposed, Plans or Projects. However, there is insufficient detail within the current preferred option version of th...
	5.1.4 The in-combination assessment will incorporate a review of the NDF as a whole and provide a narrative as to the potential for the different policies outlined within it to act in combination to increase the potential for likely significant effect...
	5.1.5 A further detailed HRA Screening will be undertaken as more detailed NDF policies emerge (in particular, the spatial elements) and subsequent Appropriate Assessment (including the in combination assessment) will then be carried out of the screen...
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	Version control
	1 Introduction
	1.1 Purpose of this report
	1.1.1 Welsh Government are in the initial stages of developing a National Development Framework (NDF) for Wales. The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (hereafter the ‘Habitats Regulations’) stipulate that a Habitats Regulations Ass...
	1.1.2 The presence of Natura 2000 sites within Wales, and the potential impacts that could occur as a result of implementation of the forthcoming NDF, will therefore require assessment under the Habitats Regulations.
	1.1.3 This document summarises the qualifying features of the Natura 2000 sites that are present within Wales; provides distilled details of the conservation objectives that need to be considered when assessing the potential effects upon each site; an...
	1.1.4 The purpose is to provide the Welsh Government planning team with a ‘quick reference’ guide to enable an early indication of the potential for any policies or proposals put forward for consideration within the NDF to have significant impacts upo...

	1.2 What is HRA?
	1.2.1 Under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive (and Regulation 102 of the Habitats Regulations), an assessment is required where a land use plan may give rise to significant effects upon a Natura 2000 site (also known as a ‘European site’). Natura 20...
	1.2.2 HRA can be defined as:
	1.2.3 Where:
	1.2.4 It is possible to have significant effects, but under Article 6(4) (of the EC Habitats Directive), if you are likely to have an adverse effect on the integrity of a European site there must be:

	1.3 Stages of HRA
	1.3.1 The initial screening process comprises a review of the proposed policies/allocated sites (if applicable), and those with no impact pathways to designated sites would be screened out. Table 2 (below) provides details of the types of policies tha...
	* EC, 2000, Managing Natura 2000 sites: the provisions of Article 6 of the ‘Habitats’ Directive 92/43/EEC April 2000 at 4.3.2).

	1.4 Why does HRA apply to the NDF
	1.4.1 The NDF will set out a 20-year land use framework for Wales. It could include spatial plans, Developments of National Significance (DNS), and policies including those that could guide the development of tourism, renewable energy, minerals, housi...
	1.4.2 The following sections provide more detail relating to the Natura 2000 sites within Wales and the potential impact pathways between the content of the NDF and the Natura 2000 sites that could lead to effects upon the designated features and cons...


	2  Aims
	2.1.1 The aims of the NDF HRA rules of thumb are to:
	2.1.2 The schematic below shows how the Natura 2000 network and policies and plans associated with the NDF can overlap in the form of specific impact pathways. Identifying, and being aware of, these impact pathways early in the development of the NDF ...

	3 Key Considerations in Informing early HRA
	3.1 Natura 2000 Network - Qualifying Features and Conservation Objectives distilled
	3.1.1 This section groups the numerous SPAs, SACs and Ramsar sites across Wales into broad categories, and then lists the typical qualifying habitats and/or species for each category. This should allow the Welsh Government planning team working on the...
	3.1.2 It should be noted that the SPAs, SACs and Ramsar sites included within this report and shown on the figures in Appendix B are correct as of March 2018. Any subsequent amendments to the designated sites will be taken into account through the GIS...
	Special Protection Areas (SPAs)
	SPA Conservation Objectives
	3.1.3 A summary of the conservation objectives relevant to the SPA designated sites are listed below (examples come from site-specific Core Management Plans):
	3.1.4 More specific conservation objectives for each SPA site are provided in the site-specific Core Management Plans (Welsh sites) and the Conservation Objectives (English sites) for each specific site, links to these documents are provided in Append...
	Ramsar sites
	Ramsar Site Conservation Objectives
	3.1.5 A summary of the conservation objectives relevant to Ramsar sites is provided below. The examples are taken from site-specific Core Management Plans:
	3.1.6 More specific conservation objectives for each Ramsar site are provided in the Core Management Plans (Welsh sites) and the Conservation Objectives (English sites) for each specific site, links to these documents are provided in Appendix A.
	Special Areas of Conservation (SACs)
	SAC Conservation Objectives
	3.1.7 A summary of the conservation objectives relevant to SAC designated sites are listed below. The examples have been taken from site-specific Core Management Plans.
	3.1.8 Ensure that the integrity of the site is maintained or restored as appropriate, and ensure that the site contributes to achieving the Favourable Conservation Status of its Qualifying Features, by maintaining or restoring:
	3.1.9 More specific conservation objectives for each SAC site are provided in site-specific Core Management Plans (Welsh sites) and the Conservation Objectives (English sites) for each specific site, links to these documents are provided in appendix A...

	3.2 NDF Proposals
	3.2.1 The NDF will set out a 20-year land use framework for Wales. The following strategic options, policies and development types could form part of the NDF, and implementation of these can lead to potential effects upon Natura 2000 sites. Note that ...
	Spatial plans

	3.2.2 Spatial plans within the NDF will provide an overview of the locations where certain developments/ activities could occur. Such plans are not likely to specify details of development at this high level; however, it should be possible to identify...
	Developments of National Significance (DNS)

	3.2.3 DNS developments will require their own detailed level of HRA as a matter of Government policy, and this assessment would therefore be deferred down to the lower tier project.
	Strategic infrastructure (incl. telecommunications, transport, green etc.)

	3.2.4 The specific locations for strategic infrastructure may not be known within the NDF; however, the likely impacts from such projects include habitat fragmentation, habitat loss and hydrological effects.
	Tourism

	3.2.5 There may be some spatial details regarding regions associated with tourism and development of tourist attractions; however, specific details are unlikely to be known at this stage. The most likely impacts from such developments would be an incr...
	Housing

	3.2.6 There may be some spatial details regarding regions where new large-scale housing developments may be sited, but specific sites or smaller developments are unlikely to be known at this stage. The most likely impacts from housing developments inc...
	Minerals concessions

	3.2.7 There may be some spatial details regarding appropriate locations for minerals concessions. The most likely impacts from such developments would be possible changes in hydrology (both surface water and groundwater), affecting Natura 2000 sites d...
	Energy/renewables

	3.2.8 The NDF may well identify specific zones considered suitable for supporting renewable energy projects. Different energy types will lead to different impacts - wind farms commonly affect mobile species such as birds and bats (through collision im...
	Natural resource management/ ecosystems services

	3.2.9 Whilst HRA itself is not intended to deliver a natural resources management (NRM) role, opportunities to protect and enhance Natura 2000 sites could arise and therefore be built into the NDF through policies/ proposals associated with NRM and ec...

	3.3 Impact Pathways to consider
	3.3.1 Developments of all types can have the potential to impact upon Natura 2000 sites, and the likelihood of impacts occurring will be dependent upon the presence of ‘impact pathways’ between the development site and the Natura 2000 site (in other w...
	3.3.2 Where impact pathways are identified, the type and scale of the potential impacts that could occur as a result of the development will need to be assessed to determine the likely significance of such effects. This will require an assessment of w...
	3.3.3 It is acknowledged that the development of proposals within the NDF may not include spatial elements, or may not be sufficiently refined as to identify specific locations, and therefore identification of specific impacts upon Natura 2000 sites m...


	4 Rules of Thumb
	4.1.1 This document summarises the key features of the designated sites in Wales and sets out how they might be affected by policies/strategies/proposals outlined with the emerging NDF.  Based on the information provided above, the following ‘rules of...
	4.1.2 The aim is to ensure that the requirements of the Habitats Regulations are considered early in the process, encouraging the NDF team to be aware of, and ideally avoid, impacts before time is spent developing proposals that could be damaging. Thi...
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