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Overview 

 
This consultation seeks views on: 
Changes to frequency of Help to Buy-Wales statistical 
outputs.  

 
How to respond 

 
You can respond to the consultation by using the 
separate response form (in Excel format). This can be 
emailed to stats.housing@wales.gsi.gov.uk or posted 
to: 
 

Judith David 
Housing Statistics 
Knowledge and Analytical Services 
Welsh Government 
Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF10 3NQ 
 

 
Further information 
and related 
documents 
 

 
Large print, Braille and alternate language versions 
of this document are available on request. 

 
Contact details 

 
For further information, please contact Judy David 
 
Email: stats.housing@wales.gsi.gov.uk  
 
Telephone: 029 2082 5055 

 
Data protection 

 
How the views and information you give us will be 
used 

 
Any response you send us will be seen in full by Welsh 
Government staff dealing with the issues which this 
consultation is about. It may also be seen by other 
Welsh Government staff to help them plan future 
consultations. 
 
The Welsh Government intends to publish a summary 
of the responses to this document. We may also 
publish responses in full. Normally, the name and 
address (or part of the address) of the person or 
organisation who sent the response are published with 
the response. This helps to show that the consultation 
was carried out properly. If you do not want your name 
or address published, please tell us this in writing when 
you send your response. We will then blank them out. 
 
 

mailto:stats.housing@wales.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:stats.housing@wales.gsi.gov.uk
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Names or addresses we blank out might still get 
published later, though we do not think this would 
happen very often. The Freedom of Information Act 
2000 and the Environmental Information Regulations 
2004 allow the public to ask to see information held by 
many public bodies, including the Welsh Government. 
This includes information which has not been 
published.  However, the law also allows us to withhold 
information in some circumstances. If anyone asks to 
see information we have withheld, we will have to 
decide whether to release it or not. If someone has 
asked for their name and address not to be published, 
that is an important fact we would take into account. 
However, there might sometimes be important reasons 
why we would have to reveal someone’s name and 
address, even though they have asked for them not to 
be published. We would get in touch with the person 
and ask their views before we finally decided to reveal 
the information. 
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Background 
 

Help to Buy - Wales is a shared equity loan scheme designed to support home 
ownership, stimulate building activity and provide a boost to the housing sector and wider 
economy. Under the scheme, loans are available to buyers wishing to purchase a new-
build property worth up to £300,000.  Help to Buy – Wales support is available to all home 
buyers (not just first time buyers) who wish to purchase a new home, but may be 
constrained in doing so – for example, as a result of deposit requirements – but who 
could otherwise be expected to repay a mortgage.  A shared equity loan of up to a 
maximum of 20 per cent of the property purchase price is available. In addition, buyers 
are required to provide a 5 per cent deposit and will then need to secure a mortgage to 
cover the remaining balance.  All builders (of all sizes) are able to register with the 
scheme and sell properties through the initiative. 

Following the initial £170 million commitment, on 10th December 2015, The Welsh 
Government announced it is investing up to a further £290 million in the second phase of 
Help to Buy – Wales.  Between 2016 – 2021, the additional funding will aim to support the 
construction of more than 6,000 further new Welsh homes.  
 

All data relating to the scheme are collected on behalf of the Welsh Government by Help 
to Buy (Wales) Ltd, who are responsible for the administration of the scheme.  
 
All the information relating to the Help to Buy – Wales schemes is held securely on the 
Help to Buy (Wales) Ltd Client Relationship Management System (CRM). It is input by the 
processing staff at Help to Buy (Wales) Ltd.  All information stored on the CRM, in relation 
to Help to Buy – Wales properties, is provided by either the buyer or their 
solicitor/conveyancer as part of the Property Information Form, Conveyancer Form 1 or 
Conveyancer Form 2.  More details on the process buyers go through, and the 
documentation they are required to complete to draw down a shared equity loan, can be 
found on the scheme website: http://helptobuywales.co.uk/?lang=en 

The data published by Welsh Government in relation to the Help to Buy – Wales scheme 
are extracted from the Help to Buy (Wales) Ltd Client Relationship Management System 
(CRM) on a monthly basis and downloaded via the Afon file transfer website which 
provides a secure method for the transfer of data. Following extraction for the purposes of 
producing this statistical release, data are quality assured by checking individual entries 
which exceed set tolerances e.g. purchaser income levels, and ‘spot check’ reviews. The 
extract of the data is then aggregated prior to publication on Stats Wales. No identifiable 
information is published and disclosure procedures are in place to protect the identity of 
individuals. 

 
Dissemination 
 

Data relating to the Help to Buy – Wales Shared Equity Loan Scheme are published on 
Stats Wales on a monthly basis, covering the activity at an individual local authority level 
for the previous month. The monthly information published consists of, the number of 
properties purchased during the reporting period and also the cumulative total for the 
whole scheme, along with the average property purchase price and mean equity loan 
value.  
 

http://helptobuywales.co.uk/?lang=en
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The Welsh Government also publish a Statistical Headline each quarter, which presents 
summary information covering scheme activity for the prior three months, and an annual 
release in April of each year which provides detailed analysis of the scheme at a Wales 
level for the previous financial year. 

 
The latest annual release covering 2015-16 and the latest quarterly headline covering 
October to December 2016 are available at the following link: 
 http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/help-to-buy-wales-shared-equity-loan-
scheme/?lang=en 
 
The full data set is available on Stats Wales at the following link: 
 
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Housing/Help-To-Buy 
 
 
Issues 

The publication of monthly outputs is resource intensive both for staff within Help to Buy 
(Wales) Ltd and for the Welsh Government data collection team.  
 
As the monthly updates can be subject to fluctuation they are only of limited use in 
assessing progress with the scheme compared with the information published quarterly 
and annually.  
 
Ceasing the monthly updates of Help to Buy information on the StatsWales website would 
bring the Help to Buy outputs in line with the publication of other statistics on Housing 
supply which are either quarterly, as in the case of New House Building, or annual, as in 
the case of Additional Affordable Housing Provision. 
  
Proposal 

The purpose of this consultation is to seek users’ views on proposals for reducing the 
frequency of publishing statistical information on the Help to Buy-Wales Shared Equity 
Loan Scheme from monthly to quarterly. This could be implemented post June 2017.  
 
 
The evidence for change 

The change outlined above would reduce the burden on staff both within Welsh 
Government and Help to Buy Wales Ltd without adversely impacting on the usefulness of 
the information available for monitoring the progress of the scheme.  It would also bring 
the outputs in the line with other statistics published on Housing supply. It would free up 
resources both within Help to Buy Wales Ltd and Welsh Government to enable more 
timely provision and more detailed analysis of  the quarterly and annual data on Help to 
Buy- Wales. 
 
Specific consultation questions: 
 Do you agree with the proposal to discontinue the publication of a monthly Help to 

Buy-Wales update on Stats Wales from May 2017 onwards? 
 What are your reasons for this, including any impact this change might have on your 

work? 
 
A comprehensive summary of consultation responses will be published on the Welsh 
Government website. 
 

http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/help-to-buy-wales-shared-equity-loan-scheme/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/statistics-and-research/help-to-buy-wales-shared-equity-loan-scheme/?lang=en
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Housing/Help-To-Buy
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The outcome of this consultation will inform our decision as to whether these changes can 
be implemented. This is in line with the Official Statistics Code of Practice which states 
that effective user engagement is fundamental both to trust in statistics and securing 
maximum public value. 
 
As this is a statistical consultation, the final decision on the outcome of the consultation 
rests with the Welsh Government’s Chief Statistician. The Chief Statistician is the Head of 
Profession for statistics in the Welsh Government. The Code of Practice for Official 
Statistics states that the Chief Statistician has the sole responsibility for deciding on 
statistical methods, standards and procedures, and on the content and timing of statistical 
releases.  
 
If the proposal in this consultation is agreed, the Welsh Government will no longer publish 
monthly updates of Help to Buy-Wales information on StatsWales from June 2017 
onwards.  
 


