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Proposals Concerning the Publication of Official Statistics – Summary of 
Responses 
 
 
Introduction 
 
In accordance with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics, the Welsh Government 
conducted a 12 week consultation on proposals concerning the publication of Official 
Statistics. The consultation commenced on 09 December 2013 and concluded on 03 
March 2014. A copy of the consultation document can be found on the Welsh 
Government website1 alongside this summary of responses.  
 
The consultation document outlined our priorities for the years ahead and highlighted 
areas where we intend to make changes in response to the changing environment by 
making more use of electronic dissemination, avoiding duplication, working 
collaboratively across organisational boundaries and reducing work that is of lower 
value.  
 
The main aim of the consultation was to seek users’ views on the following five 
proposals: 
 

• To build on our collaborative community with partner organisations and remove 
duplication in the publication of official statistics.  

• To allow more time for value added interpretation and analysis, where 
appropriate we will publish datasets through StatsWales2, whilst reducing the 
number of routine monthly and quarterly statistical outputs. We will seek to 
publish the datasets in a more timely fashion and with appropriate user support. 

• To move the data from many of our compendia publications from hard 
copy/pdf to StatsWales, ensuring that the data is available to users in a manner 
that is open source and downloadable.  

• For those few outputs that add less value, or have little use outside a very 
specialist or internal audience, we will reduce the frequency or cease either the 
data collections/publications.  

• To publish ad-hoc requests for statistical information, whilst aligning our 
standards of service with our Freedom of Information commitments.  
 

This document gives a summary of the responses we received to our consultation and 
outlines how we will proceed following this feedback. Further detail on our planned 
statistical activity for the year ahead will be provided in our Knowledge and Analytical 
Services Evidence Plan 2014-15 which will be published on the Statistics and Research3 
section of the Welsh Government website in June. 
 

                                                             
1 www.wales.gov.uk/consultations/statistics/proposals-concerning-publication-official-statistics  
2 https://statswales.wales.gov.uk/  
3
 www.wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/about/user-engagement/plans-practices/knowledge-analytical-

services-evidence-plan  

http://www.wales.gov.uk/consultations/statistics/proposals-concerning-publication-official-statistics
https://statswales.wales.gov.uk/
http://www.wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/about/user-engagement/plans-practices/knowledge-analytical-services-evidence-plan
http://www.wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/about/user-engagement/plans-practices/knowledge-analytical-services-evidence-plan


Summary of Responses 
 
In total 27 written responses to the user consultation were received, of these:  

• 4 were from users in Welsh Government’s arm’s length bodies;  
• 12 were from users in local authorities;  
• 4 were from other users in the public sector;  
• 3 were from political parties; and 
• 4 were from other users.  

 
A list of respondents can be found at Annex 1. Feedback was also received via a meeting 
of the Welsh Statistical Liaison Committee (a key consultative committee to Welsh 
Government on official statistics), held at the beginning of March 2014.  
 
As always, we value the opinion of our users – thank you to those who have taken the 
time to read and respond to our consultation document. All feedback received has been 
considered. These views have formed the basis for our plans on how to proceed with 
our proposals.  
 
The majority of feedback received was supportive of our proposed direction of travel.  

 
Some respondents raised concerns that important statistics may no longer be published. 
We emphasise that most of our statistical products are unaffected and in the majority of 
cases, the underlying data will still be available. This point is addressed in more detail 
under Proposal 2 below. However it is clear that we need to be completely transparent 
around the timetable and availability of updated data, even where the more frequent 
statistical releases are not produced. 
 
Given the increasing reliance on StatsWales of our proposals, much feedback was 
related to the usability and support available for the website and we will need to take 
steps in response to these concerns.  
 
A summary of the key themes emerging from the responses received is given on the 
following pages, for each of the five proposals. 
 
  



Proposal 1 – To build on our collaborative community with partner organisations and 
remove duplication in the publication of official statistics  
 

We received positive responses from our partner organisations, welcoming our proposal 
to build on our collaborative community. 

 
The majority of respondents felt that Proposal 1 was a pragmatic approach to take, 
although some were concerned that data may not be so easy to acquire from other 
organisations and several responses emphasised the importance of clear signposting to 
other organisations’ websites.  
 
To address these concerns and ensure users can still find the statistics they need, where 
we will no longer be producing summaries of other organisations’ statistics:  

 we will maintain direct web links on our Statistics Wales website4 to our partner 
organisations’ outputs;  

 for statistics that cannot be easily found elsewhere, we will continue to publish 
them in some form (for example data on iron and steel production);  

 where possible, we will incorporate statistical outputs about Wales produced by 
other organisations into our calendar5 of upcoming releases in order to better 
inform users when statistics of interest are released. 

 
 
Proposal 2 – To allow more time for value added interpretation and analysis, where 

appropriate we will publish datasets through StatsWales, preferably in a more timely 

fashion and with user support, whilst reducing the number of routine monthly and 

quarterly statistical outputs  

 

There was considerable support for publishing datasets on our StatsWales website in a 
more timely fashion.  
 
Concerns have been raised that where we are reducing the number of routine monthly 
and quarterly statistical outputs, this will result in less data being available to scrutinise 
the performance of government and public services. It was not our intention to remove 
data from the public domain and the underlying data will still be available via 
StatsWales. However, given the concerns expressed around the ease of finding this data, 
we will:  

 for some outputs maintain a selection of key statistics on the webpage which are 
updated along with the StatsWales data; 

 ensure we are transparent about the publication dates for updated data through 
StatsWales. We will include updates to StatsWales on our calendar of outputs. 

 
Many welcomed our proposal to improve user support for StatsWales by providing 
guidance and training, to enable users to locate the information they need and make use 
of the functionality.  Some suggested improvements could be made to StatsWales in 

                                                             
4
 www.wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research  

5 www.wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/?upcoming=true  

http://www.wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research
http://www.wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/?upcoming=true


order to make the website more user-friendly and easy to navigate. Some also stated 
they would benefit from advanced warning of when datasets are published on 
StatsWales, and this will be addressed as described above. 

 

We plan to make a number of improvements in order to further improve the 
accessibility and clarity of data on StatsWales. For example, we will be improving the 
meta data that accompany StatsWales tables and we will also be including data codes in 
tables (in addition to data labels), to allow better links to be made between datasets.  
 
We will aim to develop a regular webinar series to allow users to receive support on 
using StatsWales and to provide us with feedback. 
 
 
Proposal 3 – To move the data from many of our compendia publications from hard 
copy/pdf to StatsWales, ensuring that the data is available to users in a manner that is 
open source and downloadable 
 

There was general agreement to our proposal to move compendia publications to 
StatsWales. We will therefore continue with our plans for this proposal and will make 
users aware when changes are instigated. 

 
Some respondents commented that compendia publications such as the Local Area 
Summary Statistics and School Statistics Compendium were useful in their current form, 
particularly to non-expert users of statistics.    

 
As described in the consultation, we will seek as far as possible to ensure that the data 
contained within the compendia are available through StatsWales or other means. A 
small number of respondents indicated the usefulness of having pdf versions. We will 
continue to consider how best to provide versions of tables that might be printable. 
 
 
Proposal 4 – For those few outputs that add less value, or have little use outside a 
very specialist or internal audience, we will reduce the frequency or cease either the 
data collections/publications 

 
We received some limited concern over the proposed reduction in frequency or 
cessation of the following specific outputs:  

 Gypsy Traveller Caravan Count – we will retain a biannual count and will give 
further consideration to its content. We will also be introducing an online data 
collection system. 

 Energy Generation and Consumption for Wales – further investigation into the 
required frequency of this data will be undertaken. 

 State of the Environment report - we will investigate ways of ensuring 
environment indicator data are available. 

 Business Demography – we will continue with our planned approach but will 
continue to publish the data for business demography each year. 



 Academic achievement and attendance by pupil characteristics – we will 
implement our proposal to reduce the frequency of this bulletin to once every 
two years but new StatsWales tables will be produced annually to ensure that the 
data are available.  

 
In addition, some local authorities stated that they found the Stats2 and Stats3 data 
collections useful but in general they agreed with the proposal to reduce these 
collections given the positive effect it would have by reducing burden on data providers 
and removing duplication. 
 
For all other outputs, no major concerns were raised so we will continue with our plans 
to implement these proposals. 
 
 
Proposal 5 – To publish ad-hoc requests for statistical information, whilst aligning our 
standards of service with our Freedom of Information commitments 
 

All who provided feedback on this proposal welcomed our plans to publish ad-hoc 
requests for statistical information. Respondents deemed it helpful for us to be 
proactively doing this and it was hoped that by publishing ad-hoc requests, burden 
would be eased on individual data providers who might otherwise be asked to provide 
the same information. 

 
It was noted that aligning our standards of service with our Freedom of Information 
commitments would increase efficiency.   
 
 
Other comments made 

 
Many respondents also provided comments on other areas concerning Welsh 
Government official statistics, not specifically covered by Proposals 1-5. A summary of 
some of these comments is given below. 
 
A few respondents provided feedback around the need for more economic data on 
Wales, for example the development of a measure of Welsh GDP. Improvements to the 
publication of Welsh economic data were also recommended as part of the Silk 
Commission. We will review the need for more economic data over the next few 
months, taking into account the cost and fitness for purpose of such data. 

 

Feedback was provided on the preferred format of ‘open’ data. One respondent 
explained that they preferred our StatsWales tables to the flat .csv files provided by 
other organisations, as it can be difficult for users to extract the information they need 
from large unformatted datasets. 

 
Interest was also expressed in our plans to work with the new Administrative Data 
Research Centre in Wales in order to maximise the use of existing data sources. We will 
keep our users informed of developments in this area. 

 



Concerns were raised that there might be a reduction in the quality of information 
available on the Welsh language, given Welsh language statistics were not explicitly 
mentioned in our consultation and also given the Office for National Statistics’ recent 
proposals concerning the future of the Census. The National Statistician has now made 
her recommendation6 which is for a predominantly online Census in 2021 and we will 
work closely with ONS over the implementation of their future plans. This will include 
ensuring the required information on the Welsh Language is collected.  
 
It was pointed out that indicators for Outcome 3 in Welsh Government’s Welsh medium 
education strategy and Programme for Government indicator OU099 were not available 
on StatsWales. We will seek to ensure this information is made available through 
StatsWales.  
 
One respondent stated it would be beneficial if we were to publish numbers of empty 
homes. As a result, we are adding this information to our annual Dwelling Stock 
Estimates publication7. 
 
One respondent stated they were interested in sickness absence data for teachers. We 
will continue to collect the same information on sickness absences for teachers as we do 
currently.  
 
 
  

                                                             
6 www.ons.gov.uk/ons/about-ons/who-ons-are/programmes-and-projects/beyond-2011/beyond-2011-report-
on-autumn-2013-consultation--and-recommendations/  
7 www.wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/dwelling-stock-estimates/    

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/about-ons/who-ons-are/programmes-and-projects/beyond-2011/beyond-2011-report-on-autumn-2013-consultation--and-recommendations/
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/about-ons/who-ons-are/programmes-and-projects/beyond-2011/beyond-2011-report-on-autumn-2013-consultation--and-recommendations/
http://www.wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/dwelling-stock-estimates/


Next Steps 
 

Given the responses we have received suggest our users broadly agree with our 
proposals, we will now begin steps to take forward the majority of these proposals. For 
most outputs, we will action the proposed changes straight away. But for some outputs 
we will issue one more publication in their current form, or give further consideration to 
timing or content before implementing any changes. The table below details our 
intended course of action for each statistical output affected by our proposals. 
  
Further detail of our work plan for the year ahead will be included in our Knowledge 
and Analytical Services Evidence Plan for 2014-15 which will be published in June. 
 
We will, of course, continue to regularly review our activity and seek our users’ 
feedback to enable us to most efficiently meet as wide a range of user requirements as 
possible and ensure we continue to be reactive to emerging priorities.  
 

Proposal and Statistical Outputs affected 
Decision following 
consultation process 

Proposal 1 

We will signpost users directly to statistics on the website of other official 
statistics producers, rather than produce the following “headline statistics” 
summaries of their data: 

Proceed with proposals 
once sufficient 
information is added to 
our website for users to 
locate the statistics. 
 
Where possible updates 
to these statistics will be 
included on our 
forthcoming release 
calendar.  
 

• Consumer Price Index (Office for National Statistics) 

• Annual Business Survey (Office for National Statistics) 

• Public Sector productivity (Office for National Statistics) 

• Pupil Destinations (Careers Wales) 

• Destination of Leavers from Higher Education (Higher Education 
Statistics Agency) 

• UCAS statistics (UCAS) 

• Student finance annual statistics (Student Loans Company) 
(www.wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/student-loans-higher-
education & www.wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/student-
support-higher-education) 

• Health Maps Wales (NHS Wales Informatics Service) 

• Hospital admissions data online (NHS Wales Informatics Service) 

• Vital statistics (Office for National Statistics) 

• Patient Safety (National Patient Safety Agency) 

• Organ donation (NHS Blood and Transplant) 

• A&E waiting times (NHS Wales Informatics Service) 

• Life expectancy (Office for National Statistics) 

• Co-ordinated release of population and migration outputs (Office for 
National Statistics, Home Office, Department for Work and Pensions) 

• House Price Index (Office for National Statistics) 

• Code for Sustainable Homes and SAP ratings of newbuilds 
(Department for Communities and Local Government)  

• Devolved Administration Greenhouse Gas inventories (NAEI / DECC) 

• Emissions and removals or greenhouse gases from Land Use, Land 
Use change and Forestry (LULUCF) (NAEI / Defra UK-AIR) 

• Air Quality Inventories (NAEI / DECC) 

We will reduce the number of statistical bulletins that we produce that 
simply duplicate statistics on Wales that are readily available from other 
organisations. 

 

Proceed with proposals 
once sufficient 
information is added to 
our website for users to 

• Earnings 

• Students in Higher Education  

http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/consumer-retail-price-indices-uk/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/annual-business-survey/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/public-service-output-input-productivity/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/pupil-destinations-schools-wales/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/destination-leavers-higher-education-uk/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/destination-leavers-higher-education-uk/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/universities-colleges-admission-service-statistics/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/student-loans-higher-education/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/student-loans-higher-education/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/student-loans-higher-education/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/student-loans-higher-education/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/health-maps-wales
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/hospital-admissions-data-online
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/vital-statistics/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/patient-safety
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/organ-donation-transplantation-activity-data
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/time-spent-nhs-accident-emergency-departments
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/life-expectancy
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/house-price-index
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/code-sustainable-homes-energy-performance-buildings
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/code-sustainable-homes-energy-performance-buildings
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/devolved-administration-greenhouse-gas-inventories/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/emissions-removals-green-house-gases-land-use/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/emissions-removals-green-house-gases-land-use/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/air-quality-inventories-england-scotland-wales-northern-ireland/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/annual-survey-hours-earnings
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/students-higher-education-institutions


• Destination of Leavers from Higher Education locate the statistics. 
 
Where possible updates 
to these statistics will be 
included on our 
forthcoming release 
calendar.  
 
 

• UCAS statistics 

• Higher Education Performance Indicators 

• Teenage conceptions 

• Births and infant mortality  

• NHS Staffing  
Further consideration 
needed before this 
proposal is taken forward 

Proposal 2 

We will seek to improve timeliness and access to monthly health 
performance statistics by publishing primarily through StatsWales and 
producing less frequent publications that include more commentary and 
interpretation. 

 

• Ambulance performance We will continue to 
pursue the proposed 
direction of travel but will 
communicate further with 
users. We will ensure 
that: 
- key statistics are 

kept up to date on 
the web site  

- ensure StatsWales 
updates are included 
in forthcoming 
release calendar 

- users are clearly 
informed of any 
planned changes  

• Referral to Treatment Times 

• Delayed Transfers of Care 

• GP referrals 

• Quarterly dental statistical release  
 
Proceed with proposal 
following May release 

We will publish quarterly Substance Misuse data on StatsWales, with an 
biannual or annual Statistical First Release  
(replaces quarterly Substance misuse Statistical Release) 

Proceed with proposal  

We will publish monthly student finance and EMA data on StatsWales, 
with an annual Statistical First Release  
(replaces monthly student finance and EMA Statistical Releases) 

Proceed with proposal 

We will publish New Build statistics on StatsWales quarterly, with an 
annual Statistical First Release  
(replaces quarterly New house building Statistical Release) 

Proceed with proposal 
but ensure that: 
- certain key statistics 

are kept up to date 
on the web site  

- ensure StatsWales 
updates are included 
in forthcoming 
release calendar 

- users are clearly 
informed of any 
planned changes 

We will publish Homelessness statistics on StatsWales quarterly, with a 
twice yearly Statistical First Release  
(replaces quarterly Homelessness Statistical Release) 

We will reduce the frequency of releases on Road casualty data from 
quarterly to annually.  Data will still be published by the Department for 
Transport 

Proceed with proposal 

http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/destination-students-gaining-qualifications-higher-education/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/universities-colleges-admission-service-statistics/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/higher-education-performance-indicators/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/teenage-conceptions/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/births-infant-mortality/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/ambulance-services/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/referral-to-treatment-times/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/delayed-transfers-care/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/nhs-gp-referrals-first-outpatient-appointments/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/nhs-dental-services/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/substance-misuse/
http://www.wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/student-support-applications-higher-education
http://www.wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/ema-awarded-wales
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/new-house-building
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/homelessness
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/police-recorded-road-casualties/


We will publish quarterly survey estimates of young people not in 
education, employment or training as part of our wider quarterly Annual 
Population Survey output, instead of a bespoke quarterly bulletin 

Proceeding with proposal 
following 2 more 
quarterly releases 

We will reduce the frequency of regional economic and labour market 
profiles from monthly to quarterly. 

Proceeding with 
proposal. June will be 
the last release. The 
profiles will then be 
released in Sep, Dec, 
Mar and June of each 
year (to coincide with 
Annual Population 
Survey release months) 

Proposal 3 

We will stop the production of certain compendia publications and where 
appropriate/possible ensure data are available on StatsWales 

 

• Further Education, work-based learning and community learning 
statistics 

We will bring forward the 
next publication to June. 
We will then look to 
develop the compendium 
into more of an online 
product. 

• School statistics compendium 

Proceed with proposals 
• School statistics by Assembly constituency area 

• Key Health Statistics  (a brief selection of some of the figures from 
Health Statistics Wales) 

• Wales’s Population: a Demographic overview  

• Local area summary statistics  Continue to publish 

We will develop proposals for the production of other compendia 
publications where data is not currently readily available elsewhere, or 
where we may have a statutory duty to produce information. We will 
ensure users are informed of any such plans ahead of time. 

Proceed with proposals • Agriculture statistics 

• Local Government Finance Statistics Wales 

• Health Statistics Wales 

• Social Services Statistics Wales 

Proposal 4 

Reduce the frequency of some Statistical Bulletins containing secondary 
analysis that changes very little from year to year. We will consider each 
in turn and ensure that detail on the next planned publication year is 
included on the Statistics Wales website. 

 

• Levels of Highest Qualification held by working age adults (Bulletin) 

This proposal took effect 
from April, with some 
additional information 
incorporated into the 
headline results. 

• Commuting – the associated StatsWales tables will be updated once 
a year in December. 

Proceed with proposal. 
We will continue to 
publish the data for 
commuting and business 
demography each year. 
 
We will ensure 
StatsWales updates are 
included in forthcoming 
release calendar. 

• Business demography - the StatsWales tables will be updated once a 
year 

• Economic Inactivity – headline information will still be available via 
NOMIS and the ONS websites. 

Proceed with proposal. 
For hours worked and 

http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/young-people-not-education-employment-training
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/regional-economic-labour-market-profiles
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/regional-economic-labour-market-profiles
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/further-education-work-based-learning-community-learning-statistics
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/further-education-work-based-learning-community-learning-statistics
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/schools-wales-general-statistics/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/school-statistics-assembly-constituency-region/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/key-health-statistics
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/key-health-statistics
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/wales-summary/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/local-area-summary-statistics/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/welsh-agricultural-statistics/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/welsh-local-government-financial-statistics/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/health-statistics-wales/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/social-service-statistics/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/levels-highest-qualification-held-working-age-adults/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/commuting-wales/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/commuting-wales/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/business-demography/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/business-demography/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/economic-inactivity/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/economic-inactivity/


• Hours worked - headline information from the Annual Population 
Survey will still be available and more detailed information (such as 
industry and occupation) are readily available from ASHE 

economic inactivity we 
will direct users to 
alternative locations to 
find the data as it is 
published elsewhere 

• Health of Carers and other ad hoc Welsh Health Survey (WHS) 
bulletins.  

Proceed with proposal 

• Academic achievement and attendance by pupil characteristics – will 
be published every other year as a statistical bulletin. New 
StatsWales tables will be produced annually. 

Proceed with proposal 

• Energy Generation and Consumption for Wales. 

Further investigation into 
the required frequency of 
the data will be 
undertaken. 

• Deliberate Fires – will be published at least every other year, but most 
data will continue to be available via StatsWales every year. 

Proceed with proposal.  
 
We will ensure 
StatsWales updates are 
included in forthcoming 
release calendar. 

• Detailed analyses of road casualties by various characteristics will be 
confined to those required to support the on-going development of the 
Road Safety Framework for Wales. 

Proceed with proposal 

Collection of local government capital outturn expenditure will be reduced 
in detail to match that collected at the forecast stage.  Detail on the 
financing of this expenditure will be unaffected. The reduced collection will 
become a part of a wider outturn expenditure data collection, including 
both revenue and capital expenditure, and the published information part 
of a wider outturn expenditure release, again covering both revenue and 
capital expenditure. 
Output affected: Local Authority Revenue Outturn Expenditure 

Proceed with proposal, 
starting from the 2014/15 
collection. 

We will stop collection and publication of Financial Contingency Fund 
statistics as official statistics, but review and consider how best to meet 
Welsh Government monitoring requirements. 

Proceed with proposal 

We will reduce the collection of the Stats2 (Special Educational Needs) 
and Stats3 (Teacher vacancies and sickness) school statistics aggregate 
data collections. Where possible we will develop plans to collect data not 
available elsewhere 

Proceed with proposal 

We will stop the current collection mechanism of data on pupils leaving 
full time education with no qualifications and the accompanying 
publication, providing a mechanism is in place to collect the statutory 
National Strategic Indicator data 

Proceed with proposal 
once an alternative 
mechanism is in place to 
collect the NSI data 

We will stop the publication of the Fly Tipping release as official statistics. 
Underlying data will continue to be available and to measure the National 
Strategic Indicator. 

Proceed with proposal 

We will stop the collection and publication of State of Environment report. 

We accept that there is 
demand for this 
information and will 
consider with our 
partners how best to 
make this information 
available 

Stop the publication of Diagnostic and Therapy service waiting times 
statistics. Underlying data will continue to be available. 

As this information is 
currently used regularly 
we will consider this 
proposal further and 
communicate further with 
users about future plans.  

http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/average-hours-worked/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/average-hours-worked/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/average-hours-worked/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/academic-achievement-pupil-chracteristics/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/academic-achievement-pupil-chracteristics/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/academic-achievement-pupil-chracteristics/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/energy-generation-consumption/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/deliberate-fires/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/deliberate-fires/
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/local-authority-revenue-outturn-expenditure
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/financial-contingency-funds
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/pupils-leaving-full-time-education-with-no-qualifications
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/local-authority-recorded-flytipping
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/state-environment
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/nhs-diagnostic-therapy-service-waiting-times


We will review the frequency and content of Gypsy and Traveller caravan 
count. 

We will retain as a 
biannual count and will 
give further consideration 
to its content. We will 
also be introducing an 
online data collection 
system. 

We will stop the production of some StatsWales tables which are less 
used or where the data are available elsewhere: 

 

• Less used benefit and claimant count tables, this information will still 
be available via NOMIS 

Proceed with proposal 

• EU unemployment rates, this information will still be available via 
Eurostat 

Proceed with proposal 

• Iron and Steel production, this information will be available via the 
Iron and Steel Statistics Bureau (ISSB) 

The Iron and Steel 
StatsWales table will 
continue since the ISSB 
would charge users for 
accessing the data. 

• Retail Price Indices, this information will still be available via the 
Office for National Statistics 

Proceed with proposal 

• Survey of Personal Income cubes, this information will still be 
available via HMRC 

Proceed with proposal 

• Job related training cubes, similar information is available through the 
NOMIS website 

Proceed with proposal 

• Pupil destination cubes, this information will be available through 
Careers Wales 

Proceed with proposal 

• Life expectancy, this information will still be available via the ONS 
website 

Proceed with proposal 

• We will reduce and simplify StatsWales tables on cause of death 
statistics and other mortality tables, these are a presentation of ONS 
data 

Proceed with proposal 

 
  

http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/gypsy-traveller-caravan-count
http://wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/gypsy-traveller-caravan-count


ANNEX 1 
 
List of respondents 
 
1. Felicity Chandler, Denbighshire County Council 
2. Gwion Dafydd, Ceredigion County Council 
3. Jayne Dando, Abertawe Bro Morgannwg University Health Board 
4. Ceri Davies, Natural Resources Wales 
5. Paul Davies AM, Welsh Conservatives 
6. Sian Donne, Welsh Liberal Democrats 
7. Janine Edwards, Conwy County Council 
8. Emma Edworthy, Welsh Government 
9. Guy Goodwin, Office for National Statistics 
10. Lynda Grove, Swansea City and County Council 
11. Meri Huws, Welsh Language Commissioner 
12. Ian Johnson, Plaid Cymru 
13. Anne Jones, Information Commissioner’s Office 
14. David Jones, Estyn 
15. Steve King, Swansea City and County Council 
16. David Lermon, ICAEW 
17. Nathan Lester, Public Health Wales 
18. Chris Hywel Macey, Ceredigion County Council 
19. Joshua Miles, Federation of Small Businesses Wales 
20. Dai Morris, South Wales Fire and Rescue Service 
21. Clive Noble, Conwy County Borough Council 
22. Lesley Rees, Carmarthenshire County Council 
23. Rachel Richardson, Conwy County Borough Council 
24. Jamie Thorburn, Ceredigion County Council 
25. Sian Walton-Jones, Wrexham County Borough Council 
26. Russell Watts, Vale of Glamorgan Council 
27. Roisin Willmott, Royal Town Planning Institute 
 
A discussion was also held at the March 2014 meeting8 of the Welsh Statistical Liaison 
Committee, a key consultative committee to the Welsh Government on official statistics.  
 
 

                                                             
8
 www.wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/about/user-engagement/statistical-groups-committees/welsh-

statistical-liaison-committee/6-march-2014  

http://www.wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/about/user-engagement/statistical-groups-committees/welsh-statistical-liaison-committee/6-march-2014
http://www.wales.gov.uk/statistics-and-research/about/user-engagement/statistical-groups-committees/welsh-statistical-liaison-committee/6-march-2014



