
 
 

 

 
Welcome to Horizon 2020 e-News, with a special welcome to our new subscribers.    

 

Headlines 

 SCoRE Cymru – Raising the game 

 Horizon 2020 Treasury Guarantee – updated guidance 

 Welsh projects excel in top EU awards  

 Advanced Manufacturing sector gathers for latest information  

 £5.3m EU funding to up-skill Wales’ advanced manufacturing sector 

  

SCoRE Cymru – Raising the game 

SCoRE Cymru provides financial support for Wales-based organisations looking to access 

research and innovation programmes such as Horizon 2020. This includes: 

 Travel costs associated with meeting potential or existing partners and attending key 

events (up to £1,000 per trip) 

 Proposal development costs, including bid writing, specific legal/technical advice or 

impact/market research (up to £10,000) 

 

For a limited time the maximum grant rates available via SCoRE Cymru have been 

increased for both Higher Education Institutes and other organisations (SMEs can already 

access up to 100% of eligible costs). Further details of these adjusted levels of support are 

available here.  

To date, over £451,600 of SCoRE Cymru funds have supported 249 applications, leading to 

successful applications for Horizon 2020 funds and drawing in significant investment for Wales. 

SCoRE Cymru supports Welsh organisations to build partnerships, collaborative working and 

proposal development across a broad range of areas. Here are a few recent examples: 

International travel helps build strategic partnerships with US institutions 

Dr Keith Sexton of Cardiff University recently secured SCoRE Cymru funds towards the costs of 

attending the 2018 National Council of University Research Administrators (NCURA) annual 

https://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/horizon2020/score-cymru/?lang=en
https://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/horizon2020/score-cymru/?lang=en


meeting in Washington DC, USA. 

Dr Sexton was also one of only 20 from across the EU and Associated Countries to also be 

awarded a travel grant from the Horizon 2020 initiative European Network of Research and 

Innovation Centres and Hubs (ENRICH USA) to attend the EU-US Research Connection 

Symposium (RCS) at the NCURA meeting.  

Attendance enabled Dr Sexton to:  

 Be better positioned to leverage the USA ENRICH support mechanisms; 

 Identify potential partners for bids to EU and USA funding schemes; 

 Explore other opportunities of funding in the USA and establish a support network with USA 

counterparts; and 

 Generate US interest in Cardiff University projects including the Phoenix project, Dementia 

Research Institute, and the School of Medicine’s work into population medicine. 

 

Ground breaking start-up accesses leading expertise. 

Exciting new start-up, Phytoponics Ltd of Cardiff is a forerunner in developing next generation 

hydroponic growing systems for vine crops, large protected edibles and other crops.  

It has developed IP behind its new innovative hydroponic growing system and recently received 

an award under the SME Instrument Phase 1 for its proposal for the development of ‘A 

sustainable, affordable scalable hydroponic system for large-scale agriculture’. 

SCoRE Cymru funding is supporting the business to work with internationally renowned research 

partner, Wageningen University of The Netherlands to undertake an in depth technical and 

commercial feasibility study into its growing system, to analyse agronomy, and develop a 

mathematical model of inputs, crop yield and financial return.  

The collaboration with Wageningen is also supporting the business with its bid development 

process for the Eurostars Programme, with the aim of unlocking significant technical and 

commercial opportunities by securing investment, undertaking commercial trials and bringing the 

new technology to market. 

Compound Semiconductor Centre Ltd ‘scores’ with Eurostars proposal 

The Compound Semiconductor Centre (CSC) Ltd received SCoRE Cymru support to help develop 

its recently successful Eurostars proposal for MISCA (Monolithically Integrated Detector Solutions 

for Next Generation Comms Applications). 

The Compound Semiconductor Centre was founded in 2015 as a Joint Venture between Cardiff 

University and IQE Plc, with the mission of accelerating commercialisation of Compound 

Semiconductor Materials and Device Research, and realising a tangible economic return on the 

UK investment in this key area of enabling technology. Based in Cardiff, the Centre is a vital 

milestone towards developing a World-class Compound Semiconductor cluster in South Wales.  

The Centre will deliver MISCA in collaboration with Integrated Compound Semiconductors Ltd of 

Manchester, and VTECH Lasers and Sensors of Eindhoven, The Netherlands.  

Dr Wyn Meredith, Director of CSC commented “The project aims to drive a radical improvement in 

component performance via advances in semiconductor materials integration and will result in a 

new European source of high performance detector products for fibre optic data-communications 

https://usa.enrichcentres.eu/
http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/phoenix-project
http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/dementia-research-institute
http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/dementia-research-institute
http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/medicine/research/divisions/population-medicine


applications.” 

MSCA Summer School hosts prospective fellows 

In partnership with Welsh universities and the Sêr Cymru NRN-LCEE, SCoRE Cymru has 

supported a series of annual Summer Schools targeting Marie Skłodowska Curie (MSCA) 

Individual Fellowships. The workshops enabled prospective fellows to visit Welsh host institutions 

and attend expert training where they could co-write and fine-tune their MSCA applications with 

their perspective supervisors. 

This close collaboration between supervisor and fellow has been shown to improve success rates 

of proposals, and the fourth successive workshop held in Cardiff earlier in the year attracted 

record interest from potential fellows. The following short video highlights Wales’ participation in 

MSCA and the positive impact of the Summer School interventions.   

https://youtu.be/XoG_TOAy6Vo  

Applications from the 2018 Summer School were submitted last month – fingers crossed for all 

involved. 

  

Horizon 2020 Treasury Guarantee – updated guidance 

Further to the UK Treasury Guarantee Extension announcement of 24 July, the UK Government 

published on 27 September an update to its Q&A document concerning UK Participation in 

Horizon 2020. 

Current UK recipients of Horizon 2020 funding are invited to provide data about their projects on a 

portal managed by UK Research and Innovation (UKRI). The portal (available here)  is designed 

to ensure that UKRI has the information about projects and participants in order to underwrite 

guarantee payments if required.  

 

  

Welsh projects excel in top EU awards 

Finance Secretary Mark Drakeford has congratulated two Welsh EU-funded projects decorated at 

this year’s RegioStars awards in Brussels. 

Nant Gwrtheyrn, a Welsh-language and cultural heritage centre, in Gwynedd, beat competitors 

from across Europe to win the top award in the Investing in Culture Heritage category and 

Swansea University’s ASTUTE (Advanced Sustainable Manufacturing Technologies) project was 

shortlisted in the Supporting Smart Industrial Transition category. More information here. 

https://youtu.be/XoG_TOAy6Vo
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/funding-from-eu-programmes-guaranteed-until-the-end-of-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-participation-in-horizon-2020-uk-government-overview?utm_source=b4efad6b-0b9a-4890-afe9-2c8f0fa6c00f&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-participation-in-horizon-2020-uk-government-overview?utm_source=b4efad6b-0b9a-4890-afe9-2c8f0fa6c00f&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/eu-grant/overview
https://apply-for-innovation-funding.service.gov.uk/eu-grant/overview
https://gov.wales/newsroom/finance1/2018/eu-awards-success/?lang=en
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/regio-stars-awards/
https://www.astutewales.com/en/
https://gov.wales/newsroom/finance1/2018/eu-awards-success/?skip=1&lang=en


  

Advanced Manufacturing sector gathers for latest information  

On 11 September, the Horizon 2020 Unit, in partnership with Cardiff University, Welsh Higher 

Education Brussels and Innovate UK, hosted an information session to coincide with opening of 

new calls under the Horizon 2020 Nanotechnologies, Advance materials, Biotechnology and 

Advanced Manufacturing and Processing work programme (NMBP 2018-2020). 

Over 40 delegates attended the event at Cardiff University School of Engineering to gain first hand 

insight into the funding opportunities from National Contact Point Craig Sharp, the support 

available through SCoRE Cymru and the various EU networks which support collaborative 

working.   

Dr Samuel Bigot of Cardiff University School of Engineering, and Gash Bhullar, Managing 

Director, Control 2K Limited also spoke about their experience of the Horizon 2020 application 

process and the value of the programme to their organisations.   

Presentation slides are available here if you missed the event. 

 

  

£5.3m EU funding to up-skill Wales’ advanced manufacturing sector  

Finance Secretary Mark Drakeford has announced (19 Oct) £5.3m for two schemes to help Wales’ 

advanced manufacturing workforce keep pace with global advances in innovation and technology. 

The EU funding will support more than 800 people through the Up-skilling for Industry 4.0 project 

and International Innovation Masters schemes led by the University of Wales Trinity St David. 

More information is available here. 

 

  

Places to be, People to see 
 

We aim to publicise upcoming non-profit making events or training which may be of interest to the 

Horizon 2020 community in Wales. If you are aware of any such future events / training, or you are 

arranging an event/training, please let us know and we may be able to include details in our next 

edition*. Below are some upcoming events which may be of interest: 

 
Cloud Computing, Next Generation Internet and Data in Horizon 2020, London, 6 November 

Innovate UK and the Knowledge Transfer Network are hosting the Horizon 2020 Cloud Computing 

and Data event aimed at supporting collaboration across the UK and Europe. The event will 

provide information and brokerage, support consortia building and proposal development for the 

next funding calls for Cloud Computing and Data through Horizon 2020. More information here. 

 
Horizon 2020 - EU Partnering Event - Regenerative medicine, Stockholm, 13 November 

The Swedish Research Council, Vinnova, Enterprise Europe Network, Innovate UK, and the 

Knowledge Transfer Network are jointly holding a partnering event focused on fostering and 

facilitating R&D project consortia for Horizon 2020 funded projects for topic BHC-07-2019 - 

http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/180911-horizon2020-sep-2018-presentations.pdf
https://gov.wales/newsroom/finance1/2018/181019-eu-funding-to-up-skill-wales-advanced-manufacturing-sector/?skip=1&lang=en
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/cloud-computing-next-generation-internet-and-data-in-horizon-2020-information-and-consortia-registration-50067713880


Regenerative medicine: from new insights to new applications.  

The event, open to SMEs, larger companies, technology centres, universities and research 

organisations, will provide a platform for new translational research, commercial and technological 

collaborations, especially between UK and Swedish businesses and research organisations. More 

information here. 

 
Materials for Composites Collaboration Event, Southampton, 14 November 

Innovate UK in conjunction with Knowledge Transfer Network are hosting this event to bring 

together end users, the composites industry and the chemical industry to jointly look at the needs 

and challenges in composite materials. The event will highlight funding opportunities and promote 

collaborative working within the composites and chemical sectors. More information here. 

 

 

HORIZON 2020 Space International Information Day & Brokerage Event, Berlin, Germany, 

14 - 15 November: The German National Contact Point Space, H2020 Space NCP Network - 

COSMOS2020 with the support of the European Commission are organising the Horizon 2020 

International Space Information Day and Brokerage Event in Berlin. The event incorporates 

brokerage sessions for potential cooperation partners and provide first-hand information on the 

next H2020 Space Calls. More information here. 

 

Horizon 2020 Brokerage Event on Nanotechnology, Advanced Materials, Manufacturing and 

Processing, IET Birmingham, 20 November  

The Enterprise Europe Network in partnership with the Science and Innovation Network, BEIS, 

Innovate UK and the British, German and Polish National Contact Points (NCPs) invites 

participants to this free international partnering event on Nanotechnologies, Advanced Materials, 

Manufacturing and Processing.  

The event is open to SMEs, larger companies and research organisations based in the UK and 

across Europe. More information here. 

 

CyberMatch – the Cyber Intelligence B2B Matchmaking Event, London, 28-29 November 

International Security Expo 2018 will host Enterprise Europe Network's Cyber Intelligence B2B 

Matchmaking Event for SMEs with international aspirations. The event, organised by Enterprise 

Europe Network, offers businesses operating in the cyber intelligence and information security 

sector from all around the world the opportunity to meet and develop collaborations. More 

information here. 

 

IMAGINE DIGITAL CONNECT EUROPE, Vienna, Austria, 4-6 December  

Ideal-ist, the network of National Contact Points for ICT research, in cooperation with the 

Enterprise Europe Network is hosting a brokerage event for businesses, universities and research 

institutes worldwide working in the ICT sector, for all ICT & Future and Emerging Technologies 

related areas addressed in Horizon 2020 Work Programme 2018-20. More information here. 

 

High Performance Computing and Extreme Scale Computing Tech in Horizon 2020, 

London, 29 January 2019 

Innovate UK and the Knowledge Transfer Network will be hosting the Horizon 2020 High 

Performance Computing and Extreme Scale Computing Technologies event aimed at supporting 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/horizon-2020-eu-partnering-event-stockholm-regenerative-medicine-bhc-07-2019-addressing-unmet-tickets-51027218785
https://www.ktn-uk.co.uk/events/materials-for-composites-collaboration-event?utm_campaign=1320990_Materials%20for%20Composites%20Collaboration%20Event%20-%20Nov%202018%20-%20e-shot3&utm_medium=email&utm_source=dotmailer&dm_i=2VFU,SBA6,664GG0,2WSML,1
https://h2020-berlin-space-info-day.b2match.io/home
https://nmp2018.b2match.io/
https://www.internationalsecurityexpo.com/enterprise-europe-network
https://ict2018.b2match.io/home?utm_source=oxfordinnovation&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=event


collaboration across the UK and Europe. More information here. 

 

UK Space Conference 2019, International Convention Centre, Newport, 9-11 July 2019 
The UK Space Agency has announced that Wales will play host to the 2019 UK Space 
Conference between 9 and 11 July 2019. The conference is considered the most influential event 
for the space community, bringing together government, industry and academia, to build links, 
share opportunities and address mutual concerns at a crucial time of unprecedented change and 
growth for the sector. More information here. 

 
 

  

Top Tip! 
 
You have seen in this issue how SCoRE Cymru can support a wide range of activity.  Got any 

ideas?  Then please get in touch with the Horizon 2020 Unit. 

 

 
Feedback    
Horizon 2020 e-News is a regular digest of useful information for the Horizon 2020 community in 

Wales.  It is put together by the Welsh Government’s Horizon 2020 Unit, and we welcome your 

comments and suggestions. 

Please forward e-News on to anyone who might be interested. If you have been forwarded this e-

newsletter and would like to subscribe, please let us know through our Horizon 2020 Mailbox.  You 

can use the same address to let us know if you want to unsubscribe. 

        
 

You are receiving this email because you registered to attend the Annual Horizon 2020 event or you have 

subsequently subscribed to Horizon 2020 e-News.   

 

*Please note that the inclusion of details of upcoming events or training does not amount to an 

endorsement of those events or training by the Welsh Government.  Listings are included entirely at the 

Welsh Government’s sole discretion and we reserve the right to reject or withdraw the listing of any event 

or training without explanation.  Please note that your use of this newsletter is governed by our Terms and 

Conditions which are available on request. 
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