
 
 

 

 
Welcome to Horizon 2020 e-News, with a special welcome to our new subscribers.    

Headlines 

 Horizon 2020 Treasury Guarantee – updated guidance 

 Updated Horizon 2020 Work Programme now online 

 Wales Gearing up for Societal Challenge 2 

 Stairway to Excellence continues to flourish 

 Get set for the Wales Advanced Manufacturing Horizon 2020 Event 

  

Horizon 2020 Treasury Guarantee – updated guidance 

Further to the UK Treasury Guarantee Extension announcement of 24 July, the UK 
Government has published an updated Q&A document (23 August) concerning UK 
Participation in Horizon 2020, which incorporates further detail concerning the post-exit 
Treasury Guarantee Extension.   
 
The document includes an update on the current status of negotiations and sets out how 
the UK Government will seek to ensure continuing collaboration through a variety of 
measures throughout Horizon 2020 and beyond to Horizon Europe. 
 

  

Updated Horizon 2020 Work Programme now online  

The European Commission has published its updated work programme for 2018-2020, 
which will provide further investments of around €30 billion for research and innovation 
activities.  
 
Further information and link to the participant portal here. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/funding-from-eu-programmes-guaranteed-until-the-end-of-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-participation-in-horizon-2020-uk-government-overview?utm_source=b4efad6b-0b9a-4890-afe9-2c8f0fa6c00f&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-participation-in-horizon-2020-uk-government-overview?utm_source=b4efad6b-0b9a-4890-afe9-2c8f0fa6c00f&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/733129/horizon-2020-government-overview.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/wp/2018-2020/main/h2020-wp1820-intro_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/index.html#㰴C


  

Wales Gearing up for Societal Challenge 2  
 
The food, agriculture, forestry, marine and bioeconomy area of the Horizon 2020 
programme is an area of strong performance in Wales with multiple examples of 
successful collaborative partnerships. Recent and upcoming targeted events, in addition 
to  cross cutting Commission investments in innovation support are further supporting 
Wales’ historical strength in this area: 
 
Welsh organisations gather for National Contact Point visit  

 

 
 
Ian Holmes, the UK National Contact Point for Food Security, Sustainable Agriculture, 
Blue Growth and the Bioeconomy, visited Wales on 10 July to discuss the upcoming 
funding opportunities under Horizon 2020 Societal Challenge 2.  
 
The event was attended by a broad cross section of organisations interested in developing 
proposals under the upcoming Calls. If you weren’t able to make the event you can view 
Ian Holmes’ presentation, including hints and tips on bid preparation here.     
 
 
Updated Societal Challenge 2 Work Programme Published 

The European Commission has published its updated work programme for Societal 
Challenge 2 (SC2) – Food security, sustainable agriculture and forestry, marine, maritime 
and inland water research and the Bioeconomy.  
 
Further information on the calls which are opening in October 2018 in the areas of 
Sustainable Food Security, Rural Renaissance, and Blue Growth is available here. 
 
 
European Innovation Partnership (EIP) Wales – Collaborating for rural success 
EIP Wales is bringing people together from practical and scientific backgrounds to work 
collaboratively to solve common agricultural and forestry problems, through the European 
Innovation Partnership for Agricultural productivity and Sustainability (EIP-AGRI).  
 
Using the multi actor approach (MAA), EIP Wales projects are developing the latest in 
technology, products, and research, each with the aim of fostering a competitive and 
sustainable future for the agriculture and forestry sector in Wales. 
 
EIP-AGRI was launched by the European Commission in 2012 and aims to foster a 
sustainable agriculture and forestry sector by bringing together innovation actors to help 
build bridges between research and practice. 
 

http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/180814-ian-holmes-sustainable-food-security.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/wp/2018-2020/main/h2020-wp1820-food_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/index.html
https://businesswales.gov.wales/farmingconnect/european-innovation-partnership-eip-wales
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/about/eip-agri-part-eu%E2%80%99s-growth-strategy-decade
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/about/eip-agri-part-eu%E2%80%99s-growth-strategy-decade
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_brochure_multi-actor_projects_2017_en_web.pdf
https://businesswales.gov.wales/farmingconnect/approved-eip-wales-projects
https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/about/eip-agri-part-eu%E2%80%99s-growth-strategy-decade


The Horizon 2020 Work Programme 2018-2020 will invest €500 million in over 80 multi-
actor projects using the MAA promoted by EIP-AGRI. For more information on EIP-AGRI 
related funding opportunities under Horizon 2020 click here.  
 
 
Horizon 2020 Societal Challenge 2 Brokerage Event, London, 26 September 

Innovate UK and the Knowledge Transfer Network are hosting a Horizon 2020 

Societal Challenge 2 information and brokerage event which is aimed at supporting 

collaboration across the UK and Europe. 

Further information and registration here. 
 

  

Stairway to Excellence continues to flourish 
 
Bangor University secures further EU funding for new research hub 

Bangor University will benefit from a further £2.8 million of EU funding for a new science 

and innovation hub to boost Wales’ shellfish industry, Finance Secretary Mark Drakeford 

announced on 13 August. 
 
Full story here. 
 
The EU funding will support scientific research and technology in establishing the 
university’s Shellfish Centre to help grow the industry in Wales. 
 
Green light for EU-backed low carbon energy storage initiative 
More than £2m of EU funding was announced on 6 August to launch a £3.5 million project 
to help businesses pilot new low-carbon technologies and energy-storage products. 
 
The Smart Energy Storage Solutions Hub (SESS) scheme, led by the University of South 
Wales, will work with businesses in sectors including low carbon, energy and environment, 
advanced manufacturing and ICT. 
 
Full story here. 
 
£7.3m EU-backed package to boost Wales’ food sector 
A £7.3m EU-backed package to help address skills gaps and assist businesses in the food 
and agriculture sector develop new products and services has been announced (19 July 
2018) by Cabinet Secretary for Energy, Planning and Rural Affairs, Lesley Griffiths. 
 
Led by Aberystwyth University’s Institute of Biological, Environmental and Rural Sciences 
(IBERS) the investment will support two initiatives, Future Foods and BioInnovation Wales. 
 
BioInnovation Wales, delivered in partnership with Swansea University, will receive over 
£3m EU funds to help employers address high level skills shortages in the agri-food and 
biotech sector. It will target people already working in the sector, including technicians, 
consultants, researchers and managers working in the food and biotechnology supply 
chain. 
 
Future Foods, working with BIC Innovation, will receive £1.9m EU funds to deliver world 
class expertise in food science, technology, and nutrition research and development to 
ambitious Welsh based businesses seeking to develop healthy, market creating products 
targeted at UK and international markets. Further funding will come from the University 
and partners involved in the projects, including BIC Innovation.  

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/sites/agri-eip/files/eip-agri_brochure_horizon_2020_calls_2019_2018_en_web.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/horizon-2020-information-brokerage-event-food-security-sustainable-agriculture-blue-growth-and-the-registration-48729767045?aff=erellivmlt
https://gov.wales/newsroom/finance1/2018/180813-bangor-university-secures-further-eu-funding-for-new-research-hub/?lang=en
https://gov.wales/newsroom/finance1/2018/180806-green-light-for-eu-backed-low-carbon-energy-storage-initiative/?lang=en


 
Further information here. 
 
 
£3m EU boost for Wales’ growing geospatial and space technology sector 

Aberystwyth University, in collaboration with QinetiQ, will lead the Geographical Data and 

Earth Observation for Monitoring (GEOM) programme, which uses state-of-the-art earth 

observation satellites. 

 
The initiative will help Welsh companies exploit satellite and drone technology to capture 
vital information for use by sectors, including agriculture, energy, security, environment, 
transport and infrastructure. This will enable them to develop market-ready products and 
services.  The GEOM programme is being backed by £1.9m of EU funding through the 
Welsh Government. 
 
Full story here. 
 

  

Places to be, People to see 
With a number of upcoming calls opening under the Industrial Leadership aspect of 
Horizon 2020 there are a series of events where you can learn more about the related 
funding opportunities: 
 

Get set for the Wales Advanced Manufacturing Horizon 2020 Event, 
Cardiff, 11 September 
The Horizon 2020 Unit, in partnership with WHEB Advanced Materials and Manufacturing 
Group, Innovate UK and Cardiff University, is hosting an information session on the 
funding opportunities available for the upcoming Horizon 2020 calls under the 
Nanotechnologies, Advanced Materials, Biotechnology and Advanced Manufacturing and 
Processing work programme (NMBP), and related aspects of the Information and 
Communication Technologies (ICT) and  Digital Innovation Hubs and Platforms (DT) work 
programmes.  
 
There’s only one week to go to secure you place. For further information, agenda and 
registration click here.   
 
 
UK Information and Brokerage Event: H2020 NMBP, London, 18 September 

Innovate UK and the Knowledge Transfer Network are hosting a Horizon 2020 
NMBP brokerage event which is aimed at supporting collaboration across the UK 
and Europe. 
 
Further information and registration here. 
 
INDTECH2018: Innovative industries for smart growth, 29-31 October, Vienna  
This event will combine keynote presentations, discussions, a matchmaking event, world 
cafés, industrial visits and an exhibition on new industrial applications for research on 
Nanotechnologies, Advanced Materials, Biotechnology and Advanced Manufacturing and 
Processing. Plenary sessions on the industrial landscape will be followed by parallel 
sessions around:  
  
1) Technologies for sustainable growth 
2) Innovative Industry for citizens 
3) Ecosystem and framing conditions 

http://www.aber.ac.uk/en/ibers/news/news-article/title-215021-en.html
https://gov.wales/newsroom/finance1/2018/investment-in-geospatial-sector/?lang=en
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/index.html
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wales-advanced-manufacturing-horizon-2020-information-session-tickets-47668313208
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/uk-info-brokerage-event-h2020-nmbp-nanotechnologies-advanced-materials-biotechnology-and-advanced-registration-47761261218?aff=erellivmlt
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.indtech2018.eu%2Fbrokerage-event%2F&data=02%7C01%7CGeraint.Green%40gov.wales%7C630d165b32294185b4de08d5f17bc7f3%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C636680436307587000&sdata=jWMSkbPc%2BbiTny4k7DPxpshC4NUzHygAE%2BOFLLqMLxg%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.indtech2018.eu%2Fprogramm%2Fsite-visits%2F&data=02%7C01%7CGeraint.Green%40gov.wales%7C630d165b32294185b4de08d5f17bc7f3%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C636680436307587000&sdata=P5t%2BrJmxQfKppx16AGIUMrH5qoWeMzhA0b7MjtCrUYQ%3D&reserved=0


 
Conference agenda and further information available here. 

 

  

Top Tip! 
Are you unable to attend an important Horizon 2020 related event – make the most of live 
streaming, webinars and speaker presentations, often available remotely during and/or 
following the event. 
 

 
Feedback    
Horizon 2020 e-News is a regular digest of useful information for the Horizon 2020 

community in Wales.  It is put together by the Welsh Government’s Horizon 2020 Unit, and 

we welcome your comments and suggestions. 

Please forward e-News on to anyone who might be interested. If you have been forwarded 

this e-newsletter and would like to subscribe, please let us know through our Horizon 2020 

Mailbox.  You can use the same address to let us know if you want to unsubscribe. 

 

 

*Please note that the inclusion of details of upcoming events or training does not amount to an 

endorsement of those events or training by the Welsh Government.  Listings are included entirely 

at the Welsh Government’s sole discretion and we reserve the right to reject or withdraw the listing 

of any event or training without explanation.  Please note that your use of this newsletter is 

governed by our Terms and Conditions which are available on request. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://indtech2018.b2match.io/agenda
mailto:Horizon2020@gov.wales
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