
 
 

 
Welcome to Horizon 2020 e-News, with a special welcome to our new subscribers.    

Headlines: 

 Detailed proposals on Horizon Europe now available 

 UK Government outlines vision for continued EU cooperation 

 Reid Review published 

 Multiple success for Phytoponics Ltd 

 Regional Investment in Wales after Brexit: Independent Summary Report of Findings 

 EU funds driving innovation in Wales 

 Swansea University project shortlisted for prestigious award 

 Funding information on your doorstep 

 

 
 

Detailed proposals on Horizon Europe now available 

On 7 June 2018, the European Commission published its detailed proposal for Horizon 
Europe, the successor to Horizon 2020 (running from 2021-2027).    
 
The €100 billion programme (which includes €2.4bn for the Euratom Research and Training 
Programme) will be implemented through the three pillars of Open Science, Global 
Challenges, and Industrial Competiveness, building on the achievements and success of 
Horizon 2020 and keeping the EU at the forefront of global research and innovation.  
Importantly the proposal appears to leave the ‘door open’ for the UK to negotiate full 
association. 
 
Further information on the new programme can be found here. 

 
UK Government outlines vision for continued EU cooperation 

The UK Government has published its vision for continued UK-EU cooperation on Science, 
Research and Innovation following the UK’s withdrawal from the EU. 
 
The document ‘Framework for the UK‐EU partnership Science, research and innovation’ 

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4041_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4041_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/publications/research-and-innovation-including-horizon-europe-iter-and-euratom-legal-texts-and-factsheets_en
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/framework-for-the-uk-eu-partnership-science-research-and-innovation


highlights the importance and impact of UK-EU collaborative research, sets out the UK’s 
commitment to a far-reaching Science and Innovation Pact with the EU, and calls for a 
discussion on full association to Horizon Europe around the areas of Structure, Influence and 
Contribution. 

 
Reid Review published 

The Welsh Government has published the Review of Government-funded Research and 
Innovation in Wales, which was led by Professor Graeme Reid from University College 
London. 
 
The review provides a clear analysis of current and future challenges and opportunities in 
Wales and across the UK, including an analysis of the strengths, gaps and future potential to 
sustain and grow strong research and innovation activity across Wales. 
 
Further information can be found here. 

 

 
Multiple success for Phytoponics Ltd 

Cardiff-based Phytoponics Ltd has been selected as one of 41 start-ups out of 200 
applications from around the world for the European Institute of Innovation and Technology 
(EIT) Food Accelerator Network (FAN) Programme. As part of the accelerator, Phytoponics will 
be able to engage with industry experts, corporates and investors, while receiving world-class 
mentoring, tailored programming, free co-working space and numerous key networking 
opportunities.  There is also the potential to be rewarded with €60,000 in zero-equity prize 
money in November at the EIT FAN Awards Ceremony. 
 
Phytoponics has also recently been selected to receive an award from Horizon 2020’s SME 
Instrument. The funding will enable the company to carry out feasibility work in preparation for 
a large innovation project. 
 
The Welsh Government’s SCoRE Cymru scheme is supporting Phytoponics to collaborate with 
Wageningen University and Research Institute on key aspects of its hydroponic growing 
technology, with further success a clear possibility. 

 
 

Regional Investment in Wales after Brexit: Independent Summary 
Report of Findings 

The Welsh Government recently held an engagement exercise (from December 2017 to March 
2018) to give our partners and stakeholders the opportunity to provide feedback on the 
proposals set out in the Welsh Government’s ‘Regional investment in Wales after Brexit’ policy 
paper.  
 
The findings from the exercise have been published in an independently produced summary 
report. 
 
The report finds broad support of the proposed policy direction, including the need for the 
Welsh Government to set the strategic direction, a rejection of a centralised UK approach, and 
the removal of current artificial boundaries. There was also strong support to see Wales 

https://gov.wales/topics/science-and-technology/science/reid-review/?skip=1&lang=en
https://gov.wales/topics/science-and-technology/science/reid-review/?skip=1&lang=en
https://gov.wales/about/cabinet/cabinetstatements/2018/ReidReview/?lang=en
https://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/horizon2020/score-cymru/?lang=en
https://www.wur.nl/en.htm
https://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/171213-regional-investment-after-brexit-en.pdf
https://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/171213-regional-investment-after-brexit-en.pdf
http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/180625-engagement-report-en.pdf
http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/180625-engagement-report-en.pdf


maintain access to other key EU programmes after Brexit, including Horizon Europe (the 
successor to Horizon 2020). 
 
The findings are detailed in the summary report and will form an integral part of the next phase 
of continuing to develop a regional investment policy for Wales outside of the EU.   
 
We would like to thank everyone who took the time to respond to the engagement exercise – 
your contributions and feedback have been incredibly valuable.  
 
We will now reflect on these findings, and will set out next steps for development after the 
summer.  

 
EU funds helping to drive innovation in Wales: 

‘ACCELERATE’ing life science ideas into new technology, products and services:  

Funding of £33m has been announced by the Welsh Government to develop new, innovative 
healthcare products and services, with the potential to boost the economy and create high 
quality jobs. EU Structural Funds and Welsh Government funding worth £24m will support the 
new ACCELERATE programme. 
 
A further £9m of Welsh Government funding will be used to create additional health innovation 
centres across Wales. The core aim of the centres will be to develop cutting-edge health 
technology to improve the prevention, treatment and management of long-term chronic 
conditions and take advantage of new and emerging technologies. Organisations will be able 
to bid for money from the £9m fund to develop health innovation centres, similar to the Welsh 
Wound Innovation Centre and Respiratory Innovation Centre. 
 
ACCELERATE is being led by the Life Sciences Hub Wales and will bring together clinical, 
academic and industry expertise to develop and roll out new, innovative products and services 
within the Welsh health and care system.  More information is available here. 

 
Pioneering cutting-edge nano and micro technologies: The Avenues of Commercialisation 

for Nano and Micro Technologies initiative (ACNM), led by Swansea University’s Centre for 
Nano Health and Welsh Centre for Printing and Coating together with Cardiff University’s 
Institute for Compound Semiconductors, will offer expertise and their state-of-the-art facilities 
to companies developing new or existing technologies, products and processes. It will also 
help up to 20 collaborations get underway to develop new products ready for market. 
 
Backed with £1.8m of EU Structural Funds, the £3.2m scheme will provide technical and 
specialist support to put companies at the forefront of innovation in sectors such as healthcare, 
semiconductors, packaging and functional printed materials. More information here. 
 
Building Clusters and Networks in Innovation Enterprise and Research (BUCANIER): 
Led by Pembrokeshire Council in partnership with Welsh and Irish organisations, BUCANIER 
is a new €2.9m project, supported by the EU Ireland Wales co-operation programme, which 
provides specialist innovation support to help SMEs and social enterprises design and develop 
new products and services in the renewable energy, food and drink and life science sectors. 
 
BUCANIER will also invest in ideas for the design, development, testing and delivery of new 
products, processes and services by applying design based innovation that will bring new 

https://www.lifescienceshubwales.com/
https://intranet/English/Update/Pages/£33m-for-health-innovation-to-boost-economy-and-create-jobs.aspx
https://gov.wales/newsroom/finance1/2018/180530-eu-backed-investment-to-pioneer-cutting-edge-technology/?lang=en


product/service ideas closer to the commercial market thereby contributing to the increase in 
cross-border productivity. More information available here.  

 
Swansea University project shortlisted for prestigious award 

Swansea University’s Advanced Sustainable Manufacturing Technologies (ASTUTE) scheme 
has been shortlisted as a finalist in the European Commission’s RegioStars awards for 2018. 
RegioStars is an annual awards competition to recognise best practice and excellence of 
projects across the EU. The project has been shortlisted in the Supporting smart industrial 
transition category. More information about the 2018 RegioStars awards here. 
 

 
Funding information on your doorstep 

10 July: Funding for Research and Innovation in Food, Agriculture, Marine and the Rural 
Economy, Aberystwyth. Ian Holmes, the UK National Contact Point for Horizon 2020’s 

programme for Societal Challenge 2 will present the upcoming funding opportunities in Horizon 
2020 and will introduce related UK funding opportunities such as the Industrial Strategy 
Challenge Fund. More information available here.  
 
18 July: Digital Health Ecosystem Wales Summer Event, Cardiff. The Digital Health 
Ecosystem Wales Programme aims to accelerate the adoption of digital solutions across the 
Welsh health and care sector.  The event brings together speakers from a range of 
programmes and upcoming competitions as well as workshops on how to build and write better 
bids and providing more detail on the upcoming funding opportunities for digital programmes 
across Wales. 
 
11 September: Wales Advanced Manufacturing Horizon 2020 Information Session, 
Cardiff.  The Horizon 2020 Unit, in partnership with WHEB Advanced Materials and 
Manufacturing Group, Innovate UK and Cardiff University are hosting an information session 
and workshop bringing together potential partners to coincide with the opening of upcoming 
Horizon 2020 calls under the Nanotechnologies, Advanced Materials, Biotechnology and 
Advanced Manufacturing and Processing work programme (NMBP). More information 
available here.   
 

 
TOP TIP!   

Don’t miss any funding opportunities!  The Horizon 2020 Work Programmes contain detailed 
information on calls, together with the relevant budgets, conditions, and closing dates for 
applications.  Or go to the information events highlighted above to find out more (don’t forget 
SCoRE Cymru can support travel to key events/meetings in the UK, Europe or beyond). 
 

 
Additional information 

Consultation on establishment and operation of the Tertiary Education and Research 
Commission for Wales  
Following the White Paper, Public Good and a Prosperous Wales, the Welsh Government is 
consulting on further proposals for the establishment and operation of the Tertiary Education  
and Research Commission for Wales.  
 
The Commission will: 

https://www.bucanier.eu/home/
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/regio-stars-awards/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/funding-for-research-and-innovation-in-food-agriculture-marine-and-the-rural-economy-tickets-46971200124
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/digital-health-ecosystem-wales-summer-event-tickets-46227165697?aff=ebopdstevensi
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wales-advanced-manufacturing-horizon-2020-information-session-tickets-47668313208
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-sections
https://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/horizon2020/score-cymru/?lang=en


 

 oversee strategic planning of educational and skills delivery across all post-compulsory 
education and training; 

 be responsible for funding, contracting, quality, financial monitoring and audit of all post-
compulsory education and training; and 

 manage and fund all of Welsh Government supported research and innovation, with 
Research and Innovation Wales (RIW) forming an integral part of the new Commission. 

 
Further information about the consultation, which closes on 17 July, can be found here. 
 
The Nir-vana innovation network 

Nir-vana is a new working tool funded by Horizon 2020 which facilitates the follow up of clients' 
profiles, projects and actions. It offers a digital location where potential partners can continue 
to collaborate, e.g. after an Expression of Interest.  
 
SMEs can find the right innovation advisor and other companies for collaboration. It is a safe 
place where ideas can be discussed and where they get helpful support during the entire 
innovation process. More information available here. 

 

 
Feedback    

Horizon 2020 e-News is a regular digest of useful information for the Horizon 2020 community 
in Wales.  It is put together by the Welsh Government’s Horizon 2020 Unit but we hope that 
the community in Wales will also see it as a vehicle to share information. We also welcome 
your comments and suggestions, so please get in touch. 
 
Please forward e-News on to anyone who might be interested. If you have been forwarded this 
bulletin, and would like to subscribe, please let us know through our Horizon 2020 
Mailbox.  You can use the same mailbox to let us know if you want to unsubscribe. 

 
 
*Please note that the inclusion of details of upcoming events or training does not amount to an endorsement of 
those events or training by the Welsh Government.  Listings are included entirely at the Welsh Government’s sole 
discretion and we reserve the right to reject or withdraw the listing of any event or training without 
explanation.  Please note that your use of this newsletter is governed by our Terms and Conditions which are 
available on request. 
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