
 

 
 

Welcome to the ninth edition of the Horizon 2020 in Wales e-News.   

 

As is traditional at this time of year we are looking back at a busy Autumn period, including 

the release of the new work programmes for 2018-2020 and a series of related events. We 

are also looking forward with the recent launch of our policy paper on regional investment in 

Wales after Brexit and the potential of FP9 – the successor to Horizon 2020. 

 

The latest statistics have been released by the European Commission (EC) and it is 

encouraging to see that Welsh organisations have now benefited from over €83m funding 

secured through the Horizon 2020 programme. This reflects a proactive and positive 

approach from Welsh organisations to the challenges set by the referendum result and 

demonstrates the continuing importance of this funding source to Wales. 

 

The Welsh Government highly values its relationship with Europe and has welcomed the 

recent joint report from the UK Government and European Commission on Phase 1 of the 

Article 50 negotiations, which suggests the door remains open to participating in EU 

programmes such as Horizon 2020.  We will need to continue to make the case for this.  

 

And finally, as the last edition of 2017, we hope you have a Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year!  

The Horizon 2020 Unit 
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/joint_report.pdf


 
The future of regional funding in Wales 

The Welsh Government has published (14 December) a new policy paper ‘Regional 

Investment in Wales after Brexit’ which reiterates a call on the UK Government to 

negotiate continued participation in the European Co-operation programmes, such 

as Horizon 2020, as part of a new relationship between the UK and the EU after 

Brexit. 

Regional Investment in Wales after Brexit forms one of a series of Securing Wales’ Future 

papers setting out the Welsh Government’s vision for Wales outside of the EU. 

The paper marks the first step in the process of designing a new approach to regional 

investment policy in Wales and sets out some constructive proposals that will form the basis 

of discussions and engagement with partners across Wales over the coming months. 

In the paper, the Welsh Government reiterates its call on the UK Government to negotiate 

continued participation in the European Co-operation programmes, such as Horizon 2020, 

as well as ERASMUS+, Creative Europe and other EU programmes from which Wales 

currently benefits. 

The Welsh Government highly values its relationship with Europe and has welcomed the 

recent joint report from the UK Government and European Commission on Phase 1 of the 

Article 50 negotiations, which suggests the door remains open to participating in EU 

programmes such as Horizon 2020.  We will need to continue to make the case for this.  

Have your say 

Engagement events on the proposals set out in the Regional Investment in Wales after 

Brexit paper have been arranged for the New Year (18 January in North Wales and 25 

January in South Wales).  

A set of suggested questions for responses and a short online survey have also been 

published to help frame those discussions. 

  

 
Looking forward to FP9  

The Welsh Government’s White Paper Securing Wales’ Future makes it very clear that the 
UK should continue to participate fully in Horizon 2020 and its successor programme (FP9) 
after the UK leaves the EU. 

There seems to be a wider consensus that continuing to cooperate and do research and 
innovation with organisations across Europe is a ‘win-win scenario’, but don’t take our word 
for it: 

“Whatever Brexit modalities are agreed between the UK and the EU by 2019, full and 

continued engagement with the UK within the post-2020 EU R&I programme remains an 

http://gov.wales/funding/regional-investment-in-wales-after-brexit/?skip=1&lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/joint_report.pdf
http://gov.wales/funding/regional-investment-in-wales-after-brexit/?skip=1&lang=en
http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/171213-questions-en.pdf
http://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/RegionalInvestmentafterBrexit/
https://beta.gov.wales/brexit


obvious win-win for the UK and the EU…”  

[LAB-FAB-APP-Investing in the European future we want’, Report of the Independent High Level Group 

chaired by Pascal Lamy on Maximising the Impact of EU Research and Innovation Programmes, July 2017.] 

______________________ 

“… the UK would also like to explore forging a more ambitious and close partnership with 

the EU than any yet agreed between the EU and a non-EU country”  

[Collaboration on science and innovation - a future partnership paper, policy paper from UK Government 

Department for Exiting the European Union, September 2017]  

_______________________ 

“And the message from the researchers in other Member States is clear. They want to 

continue working with their partners in the UK. To build on the relationships that have been 

developed over the last 40 years. As the Lamy group put it in their report, working together 

in the future is "an obvious win-win".” 

[Commissioner Moedas’ speech, Royal Society of Edinburgh – MacCormick Lecture, October 2017] 
 
The EC is expected to publish a consultation on FP9 shortly.  Please get in touch with 

us if you would like to engage in that process. 
 
 

 
The latest stats are out! 

The EC has released the latest statistical summary (as of 02/10/2017) which reveals that: 
 

 Almost €8m of additional funding has been awarded to Welsh organisations since 
July, increasing the total funding secured to over €83m. 

  

 Welsh participations in Horizon now stand at 191 - an increase of 18% since July.  

 

 It is encouraging to see how many organisations in Wales have accessed Horizon 
2020 for the first time - at least 18 newcomers to Horizon 2020 since 2016. 

 

 International collaborations by Welsh organisations in Horizon 2020 have reached 
2,000.  

 
An example of a success from the latest data is Cardiff University’s participation in the 
TROPICO project (Transforming into Open, Innovative and Collaborative Governments). 
The €4.7m project brings together the inter-disciplinary expertise of researchers from across 
Europe to study digital transformation in the public sector. Find out more about the project 
here. 
 
Further analysis of Wales’ performance, and case studies, will be included in the ‘Horizon 
2020 in Wales Annual Report 2017’, which will be published early next year.  
 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/evaluations/pdf/archive/other_reports_studies_and_documents/hlg_2017_report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/642542/Science_and_innovation_paper.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2014-2019/moedas/announcements/royal-society-edinburgh-maccormick-lecture-edinburgh_en
mailto:horizon2020@gov.wales
https://www.cardiff.ac.uk/news/view/1006174-major-eu-funding-for-digital-transformation-project


 
€30 billion Work Programme now available 

On 27 October, the EC released the final Work Programme for Horizon 2020 detailing how 
they will invest €30 billion of EU research and innovation funding in the next three years. 

The following short video by EU Science & Innovation highlights some of the focus areas of 
the new Work Programme. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vpzR6mh8Tv8  

Further details on the focus areas of the new Work Programme, including newly introduced 
features informed by the interim evaluation, are available in this European Commission - 
Fact Sheet and the general introduction to the 2018-2020 work programme for the EU's 
Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme. 

Introductions to individual Horizon 2020 sections as well as details of calls and related 
budgets, can be found in the work programme documents available here. 
 

 
An Autumn of opportunities 

The Horizon 2020 Unit and its partners have been busy coordinating a series of events 
offering access to experts from Wales, the UK and Europe to ensure Welsh organisations 
are best placed to benefit from the new work programmes. 
 

Welsh NMBP Horizon 2020 Information Session 

On 27 October the Horizon 2020 Unit, in partnership with Cardiff University, WHEB 
Advanced Materials & Manufacturing Group and Innovate UK, hosted an information 
session to coincide with the release of the new Horizon 2020 Nanotechnologies, Advance 
materials, Biotechnology and Advanced Manufacturing and Processing work programme 
(NMBP 2018-2020). 

Delegates gained first hand insight into the funding opportunities, the support available and 
an industry perspective from Gash Bhullar, Managing Director, Control 2K Limited. 

Presentation slides are available if you missed the event. Please get in touch here. 
 

Welsh Government hosts the UK Horizon 2020 Health Information Day 

Over 200 delegates registered to attend the UK’s Horizon 2020 Health, Demographic 
Change and Wellbeing Information Day, held at City Hall, Cardiff on 7 November.  Chaired 
by the Chief Medical Officer for Wales, the event coincided with the opening of the first 
health calls, included presentations from the European Commission on the new work 
programmes, related UK competitions and the support available to access the many 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vpzR6mh8Tv8
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-17-4123_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-17-4123_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/wp/2018-2020/main/h2020-wp1820-intro_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/wp/2018-2020/main/h2020-wp1820-intro_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-sections
mailto:horizon2020@gov.wales
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vpzR6mh8Tv8


opportunities.  There were also four workshops providing delegates with the chance to find 
out the finer details around the calls and proposal development, in addition to all questions 
answered on legal, financial and IPR matters. 

Presentation slides are available if you were unable to attend the event - get in touch here.  
Please also take time to view the Health Secretary’s address and showcase of Welsh 
strengths in research. 

 

Innovation Funding for SMEs - Horizon 2020 Workshop  

An information event focusing on the SME Instrument and Innovfin was held on 23 
November, hosted by the Horizon 2020 Unit, in partnership with Innovate UK and a range of 
business support providers. 

Over 100 delegates attended  the event held at Coleg Cambria, Deeside, to hear about the 
funding opportunities and the support available in Wales to help develop their applications.  
Professor Vic Grout from Glyndwr University gave valuable insights on proposal 
development based on his experience as a Horizon 2020 evaluator.  
 
Presentation slides are available if you missed the event. Please get in touch here. 
 

 
£30m available to accelerate world-class collaboration in 
research and innovation  

Around £30m will be available under a new funding call to support collaborative and 
outward facing research and innovation activities.  WEFO is encouraging organisations to 
submit proposals which draw on existing excellence in research and/or innovation, and can 
deliver a significant return for Wales in the medium and long term. 

The call guidance is available from WEFO here, with the deadline for proposals 28 March 
2018. 
 

 Details emerging of Annual Event - Register now!   
 
Welsh Government’s Horizon 2020 Annual Event 
15 March 2018, Mercure Hotel, Cardiff 
 
Horizon 2020 and FP9:  Forging partnerships, driving success 
Next year’s event, hosted by the Welsh Government’s Horizon 2020 Unit, will highlight how 
an outward-facing Wales benefits from engagement with the EU Framework Programmes 
for Research and Innovation.  We will explore how continued commitment to collaborate 
with Europe and the rest of the World will help drive Wales’ competitiveness and growth. 

Researchers, businesses and policy-makers alike will have the opportunity to hear 
presentations from key note speakers including Mark Drakeford AM, Finance Secretary and 
the European Commission. The afternoon will provide a number of expert workshops. 
 
Please don’t delay in registering your interest as spaces will be limited. 
 
hyperlink: https://horizon2020annualevent.eventbrite.co.uk 
 

mailto:horizon2020@gov.wales
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YYQGhRbz5SI&feature=youtu.be
mailto:horizon2020@gov.wales
http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/2014-2020/?lang=en
https://horizon2020annualevent.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://horizon2020annualevent.eventbrite.co.uk/


 
Added Extras 

Horizon 2020 Dashboard 

The EC has announced the launch of the Horizon 2020 Dashboard on the Participant 
Portal. The dashboard provides data on the Horizon 2020 programme which can be 
analysed in aggregated form, as well as offering more detailed views on individual calls, 
topics, countries (but not regions), organisation types down to the level of individual projects 
and beneficiaries (including links to the individual project pages on CORDIS). 
 
The Horizon 2020 Dashboard is accessible via the Participant Portal home page and the 
new portal page Projects & Results. 
 
Interested in learning more about Welsh participation in Horizon 2020 projects, check out 
our Welsh Success stories as well as others shared via the European Commission 
Research & Innovation Information Centre, such as Bangor University’s participation in the 
Deep sea sponges project (including video). 
 

Top tip! 

The new work programmes are out! Take time to acquaint yourself with the Horizon 2020 
Participant Portal, scan for upcoming opportunities of interest and start to immerse yourself 
in the EU funding system now. The Horizon 2020 Unit and National Contacts Points can 
assist you with this. 
 

 
Feedback    
Horizon 2020 e-News is a regular digest of useful information for the Horizon 2020 
community in Wales.  It is put together by the Welsh Government’s Horizon 2020 Unit but 
we hope that the community in Wales will also see it as a vehicle to share information. We 
also welcome your comments and suggestions, so please get in touch. 
 
Please forward e-News on to anyone who might be interested. If you have been forwarded 
this bulletin, and would like to subscribe, please let us know through our Horizon 2020 
Mailbox.  You can use the same mailbox to let us know if you want to unsubscribe. 

 
*Please note that the inclusion of details of upcoming events or training does not amount to an endorsement 
of those events or training by the Welsh Government.  Listings are included entirely at the Welsh 
Government’s sole discretion and we reserve the right to reject or withdraw the listing of any event or training 
without explanation.  Please note that your use of this newsletter is governed by our Terms and Conditions 
which are available on request. 

 

 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Fresearch%2Fparticipants%2Fportal%2Fdesktop%2Fen%2Fhome.html&data=02%7C01%7CBaudewijn.Morgan%40gov.wales%7Cde172b1f6a4b4d55841408d51c69b7e8%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C636446162745743209&sdata=bWkQhVaqxwO9qRlQXdv7PZ3k8zkfqCVGt5k9Pw62L8Y%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Fresearch%2Fparticipants%2Fportal%2Fdesktop%2Fen%2Fprojectresults%2Findex.html&data=02%7C01%7CBaudewijn.Morgan%40gov.wales%7Cde172b1f6a4b4d55841408d51c69b7e8%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C636446162745743209&sdata=nEZgmU2g%2Frdt2nDc8JrbaVzcnfyIkFBkUXPFduPxnMo%3D&reserved=0
http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/horizon2020/?lang=en
http://ec.europa.eu/research/infocentre/article_en.cfm?id=/research/star/index_en.cfm?p=sf-20171024-sponges&calledby=infocentre&item=Infocentre&artid=46197
http://www.euronews.com/2017/08/28/scientists-absorbed-by-deep-sea-sponges
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Fresearch%2Fparticipants%2Fportal%2Fdesktop%2Fen%2Fhome.html&data=02%7C01%7CBaudewijn.Morgan%40gov.wales%7Cde172b1f6a4b4d55841408d51c69b7e8%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C636446162745743209&sdata=bWkQhVaqxwO9qRlQXdv7PZ3k8zkfqCVGt5k9Pw62L8Y%3D&reserved=0
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