
 
Horizon 2020  

 

Welcome to the fifth edition of Horizon 2020 e-News, with a special welcome to our new 

subscribers.  
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 €200 million boost for Horizon 2020 
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 Latest from our experts and evaluators 
 

 Swansea are making an ‘IMPACT’ 
 

 To boldly go…opportunities for the space community 

 
_____________________________________________ 

 

Horizon 2020 Annual Event 
We held our 3rd Horizon 2020 Annual Event on the 30 March 2017 in the Future Inn, Cardiff Bay. 
For those who attended, we hope you found the day enjoyable and useful, and we would welcome 
your feedback – survey link below. 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Horizon2020_In_Wales 
 
Our event theme this year focused on “How can Wales continue to maximise the 
opportunities, now and in the future?” Around 200 delegates from universities, private 

companies, and public bodies attended the event. Delegates heard key note speeches from the 
Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government, Mark Drakeford AM and Patrick Child, 
Deputy Director-General, DG Research and Innovation, European Commission. The expert panel, 
chaired by Professor Julie Williams the Chief Scientific Adviser for Wales and comprising 
representatives from WG, private companies and the UK Government, explored with delegates the 
latest issues and opportunities that Welsh organisations should know about. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Horizon2020_In_Wales
http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/horizon2020/?lang=en


 
Two afternoon workshops were run covering the support available to Welsh organisations looking 
to increase their research and innovation, and the latest R, D&I issues around smart energy 
systems. If you would an electronic copy of the support workshop slides please get in touch. 
 
Video of successes in Wales 

Take a look at one of the highlights of the morning event; our video of success stories from across 
Wales; demonstrating the benefits of Horizon 2020 funding.  
 
Horizon 2020 in Wales Annual Report 

The event also focused on the findings of the second Horizon 2020 in Wales Annual Report, which 
covers Wales’ performance up to the end of 2016 and many examples of Welsh organisations that 
have successfully accessed Horizon 2020.    
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_____________________________________________ 

 

We want to know what you think! 
Your feedback is important to us.  If you attended our Annual Event, one of the afternoon 
workshops, or simply have a view on what support you would like to receive over the next year, we 
would be grateful if you could complete our short survey: 
(https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Horizon2020_In_Wales) 

 
_____________________________________________ 

mailto:Horizon2020@wales.gsi.gov.uk?subject=Request%20for%20Support%20Workshop%20Presentation%20Slides
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ewNk_hmmxU&feature=youtu.be
http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/170327-horizon-annual.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Horizon2020_In_Wales
mailto:Horizon2020@wales.gsi.gov.uk?subject=Request%20for%20Support%20Workshop%20Presentation%20Slides
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ewNk_hmmxU&feature=youtu.be
http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/170327-horizon-annual.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Horizon2020_In_Wales


 

Welsh success – a great start to the year! 
The latest statistical release from the EC (as of 28 February 2017) shows that Welsh organisations 
continue to build on the performance evidenced in the annual report (September 2016 data). 
Highlights include: 

 Financial progress: Wales has now secured €66.4m from the Horizon 2020 programme. 

 Total participations: Wales now has a total of 141 participations in Horizon 2020 projects 

from 49 separate organisations. 

 Total collaborations: Wales has now reached almost 1,500 international collaborations, 

indicating the strength and value in overseas partnerships.  

 Private sector: There have been 7 new (worth almost €4m), first-time Horizon 2020 

participations from the private sector, contributing to a total of €14m from the private sector 
since the start of the programme.  

 Higher Education: The sector continues to do well. Bangor University have secured €2.5m 

since the last statistical release in September 2016, bringing their total to €6.4m. 

Examples of Welsh success can be found on our webpage. 

_____________________________________________ 
 

€200m boost for Horizon 2020 
The European Parliament agreed on 5 April 2017 an additional €200m for Horizon 2020, by 
adopting a compromise on the mid-term review of the EU budget, reached with the EU Member 
States on 7 March. The €200m top-up for Horizon 2020 is part of additional means amounting to 
€6 billion that will help the EU tackle urgent challenges such as the migration crisis, strengthening 
security, boosting growth and creating jobs.  
 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Summer School Success 

Funded by SCoRE Cymru and the National Research Networks, researchers from Europe and 
beyond came to Cardiff last summer for the ‘Marie Skłodowska Curie Individual Fellowship - 
Proposal Writing Workshops’ for applicants joining a Welsh Institution ahead of the MSCA IF call. 
Attendees were able to meet their host fellows and write applications for Horizon 2020 with expert 
coaching. The aim was for bids to be more competitive and for some of the researchers to receive 
grants to spend the next stage of their careers in Wales.  
 

From the 16 submissions for the MSCA Individual Fellowship call (September 2016) 3 attendees 
from the workshops were successful. This meant summer school attendees had a success rate of 
19% compared to the equivalent success rate of 13.4% for Horizon 2020 as a whole and the UK 
success rate of 15.3%. In addition, 4 unsuccessful applications received scores exceeding 90%, 
and 1 exceeded 85% which highlights the quality of the applications made and the support given. 
 
Watch this space for further summer schools… 

 
_____________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/horizon2020/?lang=en
http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=newsalert&year=2017&na=na-050417
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/calls/h2020-msca-if-2016.html#c,topics=callIdentifier/t/H2020-MSCA-IF-2016/1/1/1/default-group&callStatus/t/Forthcoming/1/1/0/default-group&callStatus/t/Open/1/1/0/default-group&callStatus/t/Closed/1/1/0/default-group&+identifier/desc


Opportunities in MSCA and ERC 

 18 & 23 May: UKRO (as the MSCA UK NCP) will be running Information events on the 
MSCA – Individual Fellowships (IF) Call 2017 (closing on 14 September 2017). The events 
aim to provide participants with an in-depth overview of the IF scheme. Participants should 
gain a clear understanding of the proposal format for each scheme and the key issues relating 
to planning, writing and submitting proposals. There are 2 remaining dates available: 

 
o 18 May – MSCA COFUND Event: University of the Arts London, London – more 

information here 
 

o 23 May, MSCA Individual Fellowships Information event: University of Bristol, Bristol – 
more information here.  

 
Note: This will be the second year they are running the ‘Society and Enterprise’ panel which is only available to 
non-academic sector hosts. The panel has a ring-fenced budget of €10 million and last year had a very low 
submission rate and therefore very high success rate (~35%), so it is encouraged that the non-academic sector in 
the UK make the most of this opportunity.  
 

 Various dates in May: Horizon 2020 European Research Council events. The European 

Research Council (ERC) supports frontier research, cross disciplinary proposals and 
pioneering ideas in new and emerging fields which introduce unconventional and innovative 
approaches. The ERC's mission is to encourage the highest quality research in Europe through 
competitive funding and to support investigator-driven frontier research across all fields of 
research, on the basis of scientific excellence. A total budget of €13095M is available for the 
implementation of the ERC funding schemes under Horizon 2020. The Horizon 2020 ERC UK 
NCP, UKRO, is running information events in the UK on both the ERC Advanced Grants and 
Proof of Concept Grants. Details of the sessions are as follows: 
 

o 18 May(AM) - SOAS, London -ERC Advanced Grants, Information and Proposal Writing 
Event 

o 18 May (PM), SOAS, London -ERC Proof of Concept Grants, Information and Proposal 
Writing Event 

o 24 May (AM), Manchester University -Information Event: ERC Advanced Grants, 

Information and Proposal Writing Event 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Places to Be, People to See  
The Horizon 2020 Unit aims to publicise upcoming not-for-profit events or training which may be of 
interest to the Horizon 2020 community in Wales. If you are aware of any such future 
events/training, or you are arranging an event or training, please let us know and we may be able 
to include details in our next edition*. Here are some upcoming events which may be of interest: 
 

 22-23 May: Vision2020: Opening Energy Horizons, Brussels, Belgium - Hosted by Cardiff 

University, this event will be focused on collaboration building for upcoming Horizon 2020 
Energy calls. Please note that there is limited space available. More information here. 

 

 15 June: Roadshow 2017 - Eurostars Info Day (Reykjavik/Iceland) 

This information session about Eurostars-2, is organised by Innovation Center Iceland (NMI). 
For more information see here. 

 

 19-30 June: Wales Festival of Innovation - Showcasing Welsh innovation through a number of 

events, run by companies and academia, providing innovators with the opportunity to network 

https://www.ukro.ac.uk/about-ukro/ukro-event/%7B782f4f00-0bfa-49e9-9317-ef927fb1d90b%7D/65
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/about-ukro/ukro-event/%7B782f4f00-0bfa-49e9-9317-ef927fb1d90b%7D/63
http://ec.europa.eu/research/mariecurieactions/news/20160412-if-society-enterprise-panel_en
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/about-ukro/ukro-event/%7B782f4f00-0bfa-49e9-9317-ef927fb1d90b%7D/65
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/about-ukro/ukro-event/%7B782f4f00-0bfa-49e9-9317-ef927fb1d90b%7D/65
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/about-ukro/ukro-event/%7B782f4f00-0bfa-49e9-9317-ef927fb1d90b%7D/65
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/about-ukro/ukro-event/%7B782f4f00-0bfa-49e9-9317-ef927fb1d90b%7D/65
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/about-ukro/ukro-event/%7B782f4f00-0bfa-49e9-9317-ef927fb1d90b%7D/61
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/about-ukro/ukro-event/%7B782f4f00-0bfa-49e9-9317-ef927fb1d90b%7D/61
http://2020visionnetwork.eu/events/2017/5/23/vision2020-horizon-2020-international-energy-event
https://www.eurostars-eureka.eu/
http://www.nmi.is/english/about-us/
https://www.eurostars-eureka.eu/content/roadshow-2017-eurostars-info-day-reykjavikiceland?utm_source=EU%20FUNDING%20TRENDS%20-%20IEU%20Monitoring&utm_campaign=43fa128fd5-EU_FUNDING_TRENDS_IEU_Monitoring&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6659aa6032-43fa128fd5-94278825
http://www.festivalofinnovation.org/index_en.html


with industry experts, showcase their products and services to potential customers and 
members of the public from across Wales and beyond. 

 

 23-28 July: Innovation Biocamp – North Yorkshire (free of charge to successful applicants). 

Apply now for €7000 worth of fully funded, specialist training for you and your business. Join 
other new, high-growth, bio-based businesses for an intensive, week-long course that will give 
you the tools you need to help you commercialise your idea and grow your company. This 
biocamp is part of the EU-funded project BioBase4SME. The camp is aimed at new, innovative 
companies and start-ups working in the bio economy which are based in the Interreg North 
West Europe area. Applications are open until 19 May. 

 

If you have any ideas for Horizon 2020 related events in Wales, please get in touch, we may 
be able to help you. 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Welsh expertise  
The Horizon 2020 Unit has established a ‘community of practice’ of Welsh Horizon 2020 experts 
and evaluators – read more here. 
 
The group met last month to share recent experiences and ideas for the group’s activities over 
2017. The group is keen to run more master class sessions to help share expertise and pass on 
important Horizon 2020 application tips. If you would like to participate or run a master class 
session please get in touch. 
 
The group has produced useful guidance (available to download on our webpage), and would like 
to explore developing some more for use by the Horizon 2020 community in Wales. If you have 
any thoughts on what might be useful to you, please let us know! 
 
If you have expertise and would like to share it with the group (and benefit from the expertise of 
others) please also get in touch. 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Interim Evaluation of Horizon 2020 
On 21 October the European Commission published its public stakeholder consultation of the 
interim evaluation of Horizon 2020. The evaluation was discussed at our annual event.  A 
presentation of the results of the stakeholder consultation is due to take place in May 2017, where 
the relevant Commission Staff Working Document will be published. In June 2017, the High Level 
Group report will be published and there will be a stakeholder conference in Brussels. And in 
October 2017 the Commission’s communication report will be published, focusing on the key 
evaluation results including from the Article 185 and 187 initiatives, the Commission's observations 
on the High Level Group report, and will address the recommendations of the FP7 ex-post 
evaluation report. More information is available here. 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Building the Stairway to Excellence 
£40m call for Research and Innovation proposals 
A total of 46 Structural Funds proposals (32 in West Wales & the Valleys, 14 in East Wales) were 
submitted through our call for innovative proposals that can successfully translate research and 
innovation into new and improved commercial products, processes and services. Of these, 17 (11 

https://www.biovale.org/event/innovation-biocamp/
http://www.nweurope.eu/projects/project-search/bio-innovation-support-for-entrepreneurs-throughout-nwe-regions/
http://www.nweurope.eu/about-the-programme/the-nwe-area/
http://www.nweurope.eu/about-the-programme/the-nwe-area/
http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/horizon/161026experts-and-evaluators.pdf
mailto:Horizon2020@Wales.gsi.gov.uk
http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/horizon2020/?lang=en
mailto:Horizon2020@Wales.gsi.gov.uk
http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=newsalert&year=2016&na=na-191016
https://ec.europa.eu/research/evaluations/index_en.cfm?pg=h2020evaluation
https://ec.europa.eu/research/evaluations/index_en.cfm?pg=h2020evaluation
https://businesswales.gov.wales/blog/news/funding-research-and-innovation


in WW&V, 6 in EW) have been invited into the formal business planning stage for consideration by 
WEFO.  
 
Green light for £35m hub (IMPACT) to drive world-leading research in Swansea Bay 

A £35m investment to construct, equip and operate a state-of-the-art hub (IMPACT) at Swansea 
University’s Bay Campus to drive forward world-leading research in the advanced engineering 
sector was announced by the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government, Mark 
Drakeford AM, on 16 March. The new hub will include laboratory and office space as part of the 
College of Engineering and will support high-impact collaborative research with industry into 
ground-breaking science and technology to grow and future-proof business opportunities in the 
advanced engineering and materials sector. If you would like to engage with IMPACT or find out 
more let us know or contact a.heuberger@swansea.ac.uk. 

_____________________________________________ 
 

What’s been happening @WEFOWales? 
Follow us @WEFOWales. If you have any messages that you would like us to tweet, please get in 
touch. 
 

 
WEFO_Tweet 1 

 

 

 
WEFO_Tweet 2 

 
 

http://gov.wales/newsroom/finance1/2017/170316swansea-hub/?lang=en
http://www.swansea.ac.uk/campus-development/phase2-current/keyprojects/impact/
mailto:%20a.heuberger@swansea.ac.uk
https://twitter.com/wefowales
https://twitter.com/wefowales
https://twitter.com/wefowales/status/847440960216748032
https://twitter.com/wefowales/status/857893096964620289


 
WEFO_Tweet 3 

_____________________________________________ 
 

To boldly go…opportunities for the space community 
2017 Horizon 2020 Calls – Secure Societies and Space 
The call deadline for Secure Societies challenge area is 24 August 2017 and there are three topics 
of interest to the space community: 

 CIP-01-2016-2017: Prevention, detection, response and mitigation of the combination of 
physical and cyber threats to the critical infrastructure of Europe (mentions space radiation 

as a possible threat) 

 SEC-16-BES–2017: Through-foliage detection, including in the outermost regions of the EU 
(specifically mentions the use of satellite based systems) 

 SEC-21–GM-2016-2017: Pan European Networks of practitioners and other actors in the 
field of security (mentions the functioning of space based systems) 

For more information please go the Participant Portal or contact the NCP for this area, Helen 
Almey. 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Added extras 
NET4SOCIETY slideshow 
The Net4Society and Seren 3 (the National Contact Point network for Societal Challenge 7 (SC7)), 
jointly held a webinar on Social Science and Humanities (SSH) integration and proposal writing 
tips for SC7 topics. If you would like a copy of their presentation please get in touch. Click here for 
a link to their webinar. 
 
Want to know the latest information on Life Science in Wales? 
LifeStories magazine is an annual publication dedicated to promoting the successes of the Welsh 
Life science and health technology sectors to a worldwide audience. The latest edition includes a 
section on the £10m Efficiency through Technology fund (ETTF) on pg22. Check it out here. 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 
 
 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/index.html#c,calls=level3/t/EU.1./0/1/1/default-group&level4/t/EU.1.1./0/1/1/default-group&level4/t/EU.1.2./0/1/1/default-group&level4/t/EU.1.3./0/1/1/default-group&level4/t/EU.1.4./0/1/1/default-group&level3/t/EU.2./0/1/1/default-group&level4/t/EU.2.1./0/1/1/defaul
mailto:Helen.Almey@innovateuk.gov.uk
mailto:Helen.Almey@innovateuk.gov.uk
https://helpforward-my.sharepoint.com/personal/piteli_help-forward_gr/_layouts/15/guestaccess.aspx?docid=144fb8f4a724c4fafb731734eede558c5&authkey=AXVhg5QFiINTRm-sFdo_308
https://issuu.com/teamworksdesign/docs/lifestoriesmagazine_a799ba3aaadf80
https://twitter.com/wefowales/status/852484158790283269


TOP TIP!  

Have you signed up to the European Funds in Wales Newsletter? Issued every 2 weeks, it tells 

you everything you need to know about European funding news in Wales. Join the thousands of 

other subscribers here. 

 
_____________________________________________ 

 

Feedback    
Horizon 2020 e-News is a regular digest of useful information for the Horizon 2020 community in 
Wales.  It is put together by the Welsh Government’s Horizon 2020 Unit but we hope that the 
community in Wales will also see it as a vehicle to share information. We also welcome your 
comments and suggestions, so please get in touch. 

Please forward e-News on to anyone who might be interested. . If you have been forwarded this 
bulletin, and would like to subscribe, please let us know through our Horizon 2020 Mailbox.  You 
can use the same mailbox to let us know if you want to unsubscribe. 

                     
 

You are receiving this email because you registered to attend the Annual Horizon 2020 event or you have 
subsequently subscribed to Horizon 2020 e-News.   
 
*Please note that the inclusion of details of upcoming events or training does not amount to an 
endorsement of those events or training by the Welsh Government.  Listings are included entirely at the 
Welsh Government’s sole discretion and we reserve the right to reject or withdraw the listing of any event 
or training without explanation.  Please note that your use of this newsletter is governed by our Terms and 
Conditions which are available on request. 
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