
 
Welcome to our fourth edition of Horizon 2020 e-News, with a special welcome to our new 

subscribers.  
 
Having already secured over €54m, Horizon 2020 is providing real opportunities for Welsh organisations 
to be at the forefront of research and innovation, and to collaborate with leading organisations across 
Europe and the world.  Read on to see how you can maximise the benefits. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
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Welsh Government White Paper 
 
On 23 January 2017, the First Minister of Wales and the leader of Plaid Cymru launched a White 
Paper ‘Securing Wales’ Future: Transition from the European Union to a new relationship with 
Europe’   
 
The White Paper provides a comprehensive and credible plan for the negotiations with our partners 
in Europe on the UK’s exit from the EU. It reaffirms that Wales must have replacement funding 
from UK sources after 2020 and at levels equivalent to what Wales would have otherwise received 
through the EU to help address Wales’ long-term challenges.  The paper emphasises also that the 
UK should continue to participate in EU programmes such as Horizon 2020, ERASMUS+ and the 
Territorial Co-operation programmes or their successor programmes beyond 2020.  On Horizon 
2020 it specifically underlines the economic benefits and partnerships which have been created 
through Horizon 2020.   
 
 

 

 
Welsh Government’s Horizon 2020 Annual Event 
30 March 2017, Future Inn, Cardiff Bay 
 

Morning session: 
Our event this year will address how maximising EU research and innovation funding opportunities 
will help Welsh organisations thrive now and well into the future. This is recognised in Wales’ White 
Paper ‘Securing Wales’ Future’ (see above). 

 

 

https://beta.gov.wales/brexit
https://beta.gov.wales/brexit


 

Researchers, businesses, practitioners and policy makers alike will have the unique opportunity to 
hear presentations from key note speakers including Mark Drakeford AM, Cabinet Secretary for 
Finance and Local Government and Wolfgang Burtscher, Deputy Director General, European 
Commission, and a chance to discuss key issues with an expert panel.  

For more information or to register, please get in touch: Horizon2020@Wales.gsi.gov.uk 
 
 
Afternoon Workshops: 
Follow the links below for more information and to register: 
Flexible and Integrated Energy Systems: A Smart Opportunity 
This workshop will focus on the latest research, development and innovation issues related to the 
hugely topical subject of smart energy systems. You will hear about the excellent research being 
undertaken in Wales through the FLEXIS and SPECIFIC programmes, both funded by the 
European Regional Development Fund, as well as the wider U.K. and E.U. context. The 
advantages of international cooperation will be explored using examples of Horizon 2020 projects 
in the Energy area. And finally the impact of these various research efforts on the solution of real 
world problems and economic opportunities will be demonstrated through the example of the Tata 
steel site in Port Talbot. 
 
Support and Funding for Research and Innovation: What Welsh businesses need to know 
Aimed at Welsh businesses looking to develop and maximise new technologies and innovations for 
commercial success (and those that want to collaborate with them), this workshop will deliver a 
range of lightning talks followed by a speed networking session to foster collaboration and 
exchange of information. With a range of speakers from Innovate UK, Enterprise Europe Network, 
Finance Wales and Welsh Government there will be something of interest for businesses at all 
stages of the innovation process. There will also be details of the support that your business can 
access to identify and maximise these opportunities. 
 
 

 
SCoRE Cymru   
 
The Welsh Government’s SCoRE Cymru scheme supports Wales based organisations wishing to 
access European research and innovation programmes such as Horizon 2020. Managed by 
WEFO’s Horizon 2020 Unit, the scheme offers financial support towards: 
 
Travel costs (UK, Europe and beyond) associated with meeting potential or existing partners and 
attending key events (up to £1,000 per trip). 
Proposal development costs including bid writing, specific legal/technical advice or 
impact/market research (up to £10,000). 
 
To date, we have invested over £330,000 of SCoRE Cymru funds to 181 applications submitted by 
71 separate organisations. Over 70% of the funding has been invested in SMEs. 
 
This investment has so far led to six successful applications for Horizon 2020 funds worth over 
€2m for Wales. 
We have recently developed a case study with one of the beneficiaries of SCoRE Cymru to show 
how the fund can help build and strengthen Horizon 2020 partnerships.  
 
For more information on SCoRE Cymru see the ‘Guidance and frequently asked questions’ 
downloadable document, or contact us through the Horizon 2020 Mailbox 
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The Welsh Contact Point Network  
 
Building on existing relationships, we have established the ‘Welsh Contact Point network’ (WCPN) 
to help Welsh organisations access Horizon 2020 funding.  The network brings together the 
expertise of relevant Welsh stakeholders in a forum for sharing information and identifying 
opportunities for collaborative activities.  Members of the network are expected to work proactively 
with each other on providing a joined-up and consistent service to Welsh organisations considering 
Horizon 2020, including those with a Seal of Excellence from the European Commission.  There 
are also expectations around sharing information and working towards shared objectives such as 
raising the overall level of Horizon 2020 funding coming into Wales.  
 
The image below illustrates the network and how it sits within the wider Horizon 2020 community 
and the research and innovation ecosystem as a whole.  If you would like to learn more about the 
WCPN or be part of it please contact the Horizon 2020 Unit. 
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__________________________________________________________________________ 

Building the Stairway to Excellence 
£13m EU funding for Institute for Compound Semiconductors 

A £13m ERDF funding boost to help put Cardiff University’s Institute for Compound 
Semiconductors (ICS) at the forefront of 21st Century technologies was announced by Finance 
Secretary, Mark Drakeford on XX February. 

The EU funding will help build, equip and run a state-of-the-art cleanroom at the new ICS, based at 
Cardiff University’s Innovation Campus. 

ICS will turn its laboratory research into products and services by working with commercial partners 
to lead in developing one of the world’s key enabling technologies, Compound Semiconductors. 

Further details of all approved EU Structural Funds projects and ideas under development are 
available for you to see here. Are there any synergies with what you are doing? If so, please get in 
touch. 

 

ERDF £40m call for Research and Innovation Proposals 

WEFO’s Research and Innovation Branch are currently appraising proposals submitted as part of a 
recent call for the commercialisation of research projects.  The research and innovation portfolio is 
relatively well advanced, but a call was opened to stimulate innovative/niche proposals with 
evidence of smart specialisation.  
 
The call has proven to be very popular with 46 proposals received from a range of organisations.  It 
is expected that by 31st March 2017 successful proposals will be invited into the business plan 
stage for consideration by WEFO.   

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Places to Be, People to See  
We aim to publicise upcoming non—profit making events or training which may be of interest to the 
Horizon 2020 community in Wales. If you are aware of any such future events / training, or you are 
arranging an event/training, please let us know and we may be able to include details in our next 
edition*. Below are some upcoming events which may be of interest: 
  

 16 March 2017 - Fund Your Business: How to Access EU and UK Finance– Leicester. 
Book your place on this Enterprise Europe Network seminar, to find out more about EU and UK 
funding schemes and how to apply for them. 

 6 April 2017 – Engineering Showcase – University of South Wales, Treforest Campus. An 

exhibition of student work from a wide range of specialist disciplines in the field of engineering 
 3-4 May 2017 Emerging Technologies Challenge Workshop – Cosener’s House, 

Abingdon. The UK Centre for Earth Observation Instrumentation will be holding a 2-day 
Emerging Technology Conference. Sessions may include: Emerging technologies for EO 
instrumentation, a presentation of CEOI and UKSA Strategy for EO Technology 2017-2020, 
Innovative new technologies for commercial EO missions, New mission opportunities, a look 
into the future. Early registration (free) is advisable via niki.legge@stfc.ac.uk  (Tel 01235 
445621). 

 Various dates – Superfast Business Wales Master classes and Workshops – pan Wales. 
Jargon-free, practical advice to help your business make the most of the easy-to-adopt digital 
technology that can help you become more profitable and competitive. 
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Welsh expertise  
We have established a ‘community of practice’ of Welsh Horizon 2020 experts and evaluators. 
Read more in this leaflet. 

Experts on Coastal and Maritime Tourism required! 

The European Commission is looking for experts on coastal and maritime tourism to help select 
project proposals for funding under the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) and to 
monitor their implementation. Follow this link to register as an evaluator. 

If you would like more information about being an evaluator and what the benefits could be to you 
and your organisation, please take a look at our useful leaflets here.  
 

 

European Commission’s Horizon 2020 Monitoring Report 
2015 
The Commission’s second Monitoring Report on Horizon 2020 focuses on the implementation of 
the second year of the Work Programme 2014-2015, which was adopted in December 2013. It 
reports in detail the findings on calls for proposals with call deadlines in 2015 and includes updated 
numbers for calls for proposals which closed in 2014, describing trends in the different sections.  
 
Some interesting statistics from the report include: 
 
76,427 eligible proposals were received in the first two years of Horizon 2020  
11.8% was the success rate for proposals in 2014 and 2015 
€4.2bn of the funding in the first two years of Horizon 2020 went to private companies.  
49% of the participants in the first two years of Horizon 2020 were newcomers. 47% of these were 

SMEs. 
 
COMING SOON! Horizon 2020 in Wales Annual Report 2016 
 
 

 
Public consultation on smart specialisation 
The European Commission is holding a public consultation on Smart Specialisation. Respondents 
could be stakeholders who make innovation happen in the EU, especially businesses or business 
support organisations, national/regional/local public authorities including managing authorities, 
research and innovation organisations. To have your say on smart specialisation, please respond 
via the on-line questionnaire by 24 March 2017.  
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What’s been happening @WEFOWales? 

 

 
 

 
 
Follow us @WEFOWales. If you have any messages that you would like us to tweet, please get in 
touch. 
 

 

Added extras 
Horizon 2020: SESAR 2020 Exploratory Research and Very Large Scale Demonstrations 
Open Call 
The SESAR Joint Undertaking has launched an open call for exploratory research and very-large 
scale demonstration projects within the framework of the SESAR 2020 research and innovation 
programme. The call covers a wide range of topics aimed at boosting the performance of aviation 
in Europe. A total of EUR 28million is earmarked for the research from the EU’s Horizon 2020 
budget. More information is available here. 
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SPACE Proposal required! 
Raymetrics is a company wanting to join a COMPET proposal. The company deals with Light 
Detection and Ranging (LIDAR) systems for atmospheric research. For more information please 
click here. If you would like further information please contact the Greek Horizon 2020 National 
Contact Point for Space, Constantine Karamanis karamanis@help-forward.gr. 
 
Seal of Excellence  

If you have a Seal of Excellence, please get in touch with us, we may be able to assist you.  
 
Streaming Service of the European Commission 
This website streams live from the events taking place in the European Commission meeting 
rooms. There are lots of events/seminars/workshops coming up for you to watch, saving you from 
making that trip to Brussels. 
 
Are you applying to the Horizon 2020? Tell us what you are up to; we are here to support you. 

 

 

TOP TIP!  

Come to the Horizon 2020 Annual Event on 30 March (details above); it’s where the Welsh Horizon 
2020 community comes together to hear the latest information and discuss key issues. 

 

Feedback    
Horizon 2020 e-News is a regular digest of useful information for the Horizon 2020 community in 
Wales.  It is put together by the Welsh Government’s Horizon 2020 Unit, and we welcome your 
comments and suggestions. 

Please forward e-News on to anyone who might be interested. If you have been forwarded this e-
newsletter and would like to subscribe, please let us know through our Horizon 2020 Mailbox.  You 
can use the same address to let us know if you want to unsubscribe. 
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