
e-News Bulletin Horizon 2020 

Welcome to the third edition of Horizon 2020 e-News, with a special welcome to our 

new subscribers.  

It has been an eventful year so it is worth starting with some key points: 

 Horizon 2020 is ‘open for business’, with awards made whilst we are in the 

EU provided with a lifetime guarantee by the UK Treasury. 

 That guarantee also applies to other EU funds and you will see more below 

on our  

£40m ERDF call for research and innovation proposals. 

 We have had direct assurances from the European Commission that Welsh  

organisations will not be discriminated against in any way in the Horizon 2020 

process. 

 Our community of practice of Horizon 2020 experts/evaluators have confirmed 

that they have not seen any bias or experienced any significant fall in 

requests for Welsh partners since the referendum. 

 Going forward, protecting access to European research funding is a key 

priority and the Welsh Government is working to ensure that the interests and 

the needs of Welsh organisations are reflected in the forthcoming negotiations 

on EU Transition. 

 In or out of the EU, Wales must continue to co-operate and do research and 

innovation with organisations across Europe. 

Read on to find out how to maximise the opportunities. 

And finally, we hope you have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Horizon 2020 Unit 

Headlines    

 

 Wales hits €50m! 

 See how others are using SCoRE Cymru support 

 Date of Horizon 2020 Annual Event announced 

 Expert ‘hints and tips’ now available 

 SME Instrument pre-screening service available 

 £40m call for Research and Innovation proposals 

 Your chance to influence the Interim Evaluation of Horizon 2020 

 See what’s been happening on social media 

 



Welsh success  

 

Wales hits €50m! 

Wales has already attracted over €50m from the Horizon 2020 programme, involving 

over 110 participations, according to the latest available formal statistics from the 

European Commission (October 2016). Read more here. 

SmartKem 

SmartKem has secured a €1.8million EU grant to support the industrialisation and 

technology transfer of their semiconductor platform to display makers in Asia. The 

€2.65million project will accelerate the adoption of organic semiconductors as a 

universal thin film transistor (TFT) backplane platform for the mass manufacture of 

flexible and curved mobile, embedded and large area OLED and LCD displays. 

Digicor  

Control 2K has secured €680,000 of European funding for its involvement in the 

DIGICOR project. The €7.9m project will develop an online marketplace and 

technology to enable more advanced customisation of products and services by 

integrating innovations from smaller businesses into larger-scale production 

processes. 

You can see details of Welsh Horizon success stories here – please get in touch if 

you want to highlight your success.  For details of Welsh performance by theme, 

sector, etc. and relevant emerging trends see our Horizon 2020 in Wales Annual 

Report 2015. 

 

SCoRE Cymru   

 

Check out our new case study which details Professor Hefin Rowlands, University of 

South Wales, and Gash Bullar, Control 2k Ltd, attendance at the Industrial 

Technologies 2016 congress in the Netherlands earlier in the year. 

 

SCoRE support for Frog Bikes Manufacturing Ltd. 

In August this year Frog Bikes, the makers of lightweight children’s bicycles, 

celebrated the opening of its new factory in South Wales, following support from 

HSBC and Welsh Government. The 120,000 sq ft site in Pontypool is Frog’s first 

manufacturing facility in the UK and will lead to the creation of up to 50 new jobs 

over the next few years. The company is now pursuing Horizon 2020 opportunities 

and has been awarded £3,750 under the SCoRE Cymru scheme in order to help 

prepare an application. Frog Bikes is collaborating with researchers in order to go 

http://gov.wales/newsroom/finance1/2016/58693959/?lang=en
http://www.smartkem.com/news/e2-65-million-european-project-support-flexible-semiconductor-adoption-asia/
http://gov.wales/newsroom/finance1/2016/58741599/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/horizon2020/?lang=en
mailto:Horizon2020@wales.gsi.gov.uk
http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/160314-horizon-annual.pdf
http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/160314-horizon-annual.pdf
http://gov.wales/docs/wefo/publications/161121-scorecymru-casestudy-en.pdf
https://www.frogbikes.com/


beyond the state of the art in bicycle production, using novel materials and 

manufacturing technologies. 

Success at the proposal writing workshop 

Part funded by SCoRE Cymru, two workshops were held for “Proposal Writing for 

Marie Skłodowska Curie Individual Fellowships” over the Summer, one in Cardiff on 

the 4th & 5th July and one in Bangor on the 9th & 10th August. In total 25 fellows 

and supervisors attended the two workshops, resulting in 16 applications for the 

September 14th deadline. 

Do you need support and expertise to develop and improve your Horizon 2020 bid? 

Perhaps travel costs are holding you back from finding those all important 

partnerships? We may be able to help you with the SCoRE Cymru fund! Get in touch 

with the Horizon 2020 Unit now to discuss your plans. 

Places to Be, People to See  

 

The Horizon 2020 Unit aims to publicise upcoming not-for-profit events or training 

which may be of interest to the Horizon 2020 community in Wales. If you are aware 

of any such future events/training, or you are arranging an event/training, please let 

us know and we may be able to include details in our next edition*. Here are some 

upcoming examples which may be of interest: 

 

 Horizon 2020 in Wales – Annual Event 

We can confirm that the date will be 30 March 2017.  The morning will feature 

high profile speakers, including the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local 

Government, and the chance to quiz an expert panel.  The afternoon will 

include a number of practical workshops.  Further information will follow in the 

new year but add the date to your diary now! 

 17-18 January: Big Data Public-Private Partnership topics 2017 Information 

and networking days – Luxembourg 

 

 Bio Wales – 7-8 March 2017, Cardiff. BioWales is the flagship event for the 

life sciences sector in Wales, and one of the UK’s leading life science 

conferences. 

 

 Thematic events 

In November the Horizon 2020 Unit facilitated an event on Industry 4.0; please get in 

touch if you would like to copies of the presentation slides.   

mailto:Horizon2020@wales.gsi.gov.uk
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/information-and-networking-days-horizon-2020-big-data-public-private-partnership-topics-2017
https://biowales.com/en/registrations/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=BioWales+2017+-+Book+now+to+secure+your+...&utm_source=YMLP&utm_term=Book+now+to+secure+your+place%21
mailto:Horizon2020@wales.gsi.gov.uk
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The Unit has also worked in partnership with Innovation Point to facilitate two 

workshops held on 1 November at the Celtic Manor Resort, Newport. The first 

workshop focused on upcoming Horizon 2020 opportunities around European 

Cybersecurity, and included attendance from Dr Helen Almey, of Innovate UK, 

National Contact Point. This was followed by an EU-themed Digital Tuesday 

exploring International Funding Opportunities for Welsh Business.  

If you have any ideas for events in the new year please get in touch. 

Welsh expertise 

 

The Horizon 2020 Unit has established a ‘community of practice’ of Welsh Horizon 

2020 experts and evaluators. Its aim is to bring together a group of willing experts 

and evaluators as a forum to share knowledge and best practice, raise awareness of 

opportunities and identify ways of supporting an increase in the success of Welsh 

organisations in accessing Horizon 2020. This activity is also expected to lead to an 

increase in the number of active experts and evaluators from Wales.  Read more in 

the new leaflet on the community of practice. 

At the 4th meeting of the community of practice there was a constructive discussion 

on the implications of the EU referendum.  Members, including those who had been 

in Brussels after the referendum result, confirmed that they had not seen any bias or 

experienced any significant fall in requests for Welsh partners since the referendum. 

The community of practice have also used their expert knowledge to help develop 

the following guidance for Welsh organisations now available on our website: 

 Hints and tips for Horizon 2020 applicants from Wales 

 Benefits of being a Horizon 2020 evaluator 

If you have expertise and would like to share it with the group (and benefit from the 

expertise of others) please get in touch. 

Experts needed! 

The European Commission is looking for experts to evaluate project proposals on 

climate action, environment, energy efficiency and innovation in small and medium-

sized businesses. If Interested, register on the European Commission's database of 

independent experts.   

Interim Evaluation of Horizon 2020 

 

http://www.innovationpoint.uk/
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On 21 October the Commission published the public stakeholder consultation of the 

interim evaluation of Horizon 2020. We would encourage you to submit your own 

response via the questionnaire (and share them with the Horizon 2020 Unit wherever 

possible). 

The consultation will be open until 15 January 2017. 

SME INSTRUMENT 

Are you applying for the Horizon 2020 SME Instrument – Phase 1? 

 

The NCP for SMEs is offering a pre-screening service - giving feedback on your 

SME Instrument Phase 1 proposal. Please email your proposal to mailto:NCP-

SME@innovateuk.gov.ukNCP-SME@innovateuk.gov.uk.  Be sure to get your 

proposals in for pre-screening at least 2 weeks before the call deadline. 

Building the Stairway to Excellence 

£40m call for Research and Innovation proposals 

Around £40m of EU Structural Funds are available in a call for innovative proposals 

that can successfully translate research and innovation into new and improved 

commercial products, processes and services. 

Project proposals should build on areas where Welsh businesses and research 

organisations have already established, or are beginning to establish, internationally 

significant expertise, with a strong industrial pull. Proposals will also need to focus on 

the delivery of key outcomes such as increasing employment and delivering new 

products, and clearly add value to existing public and private sector activity. 

There is no restriction on the type of organisation (private, public or third sector) that 

can apply for this funding and organisations new to EU Structural Funds are 

welcomed. For full details please download the guidance document. 

The deadline to submit a proposal is 31 January 2017. Queries relating to this 

opportunity can be emailed here.  

AgorIP 

On 20 October 2016, Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Local Government, Mark 

Drakeford, announced the £13.5m EU-supported AgorIp project bringing together 

academics, clinicians and businesses to pioneer research into cutting-edge 

technologies.  

Led by Swansea University, AgorIP will work with the NHS and industrial 

collaborators across North and West Wales and the South Wales Valleys to turn 

innovative research into new products, processes and services. More details. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=newsalert&year=2016&na=na-191016
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/Public-stakeholder-consultation-interim-evaluation-H2020
mailto:horizon2020@wales.gsi.gov.uk
http://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/horizons-2020-sme-instrument
mailto:NCP-SME@innovateuk.gov.ukNCP-SME@innovateuk.gov.uk
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Further details of all approved EU Structural Funds Projects and ideas under 

development are available for you to see here. Are there any synergies with what 

you are doing? If so, please get in touch. 

 

Ser Cymru II call outcome  

The Chief Scientific Advisor’s Office has recently announced 51 fellows who have 

been successful in gaining support from Ser Cymru II. 

Sêr Cymru II is the £57m Welsh Government initiative to expand Wales’ scientific 

research capacity, and an excellent example of how European Structural Funds and 

the Horizon 2020 programme can work together to maximise the benefits for Wales.   

European Territorial Co-operation (ETC) programmes 2014-2020 

The European Territorial Co-operation (ETC) programmes 2014-2020 provide 

opportunities for regions in the EU to work together to address common social, 

economic and environmental challenges. It can also provide an important role in the 

‘stairway to excellence’ for Welsh organisations looking to build working relationships 

across Europe and beyond. 

 

 The Atlantic Area programme closed its first call in May 2016, and the interest 

in this call was unprecedented with 425 applications being submitted to the 

Joint Secretariat.  The Programme Monitoring Committee approved 102 

projects to progress to step two, and the full application process for Step 2 is 

due to close on 19th December 2016.  Welsh organisations are lead partners 

in seven projects and partners in 17 of these projects. 

 

 The fourth call for Step 1 applications in the North West Europe programme 

closed on 18th November 2016 with the Joint Secretariat receiving 50 

applications with Wales being partners in four of those projects.  The number 

of Welsh organisations involved in this programme shows the willingness of 

Welsh organisation to engage transnationally.    

 

 The Interreg Europe is a policy exchange programme which works to reduce 

disparities in the levels of development, growth and quality of life in European 

regions.  The second call for proposals closed in May 2016, with the Joint 

Secretariat receiving 211 project proposals; three of them involving Welsh 

partners.  The fourth call for this programme will open 1st March 2017 – 30th 

June 2017. 

 

http://gov.wales/funding/eu-funds/2014-2020/looking/approved-projects/?lang=en&f
http://gov.wales/newsroom/science-and-technology/2016/161013-new-fellows-in-ser-cymru-ii-announced/?lang=en
http://www.atlanticarea.eu/
http://www.nweurope.eu/
http://www.interregeurope.eu/


For any information or guidance on ETC programmes you can contact the ETC team 

using the following address:   TerritorialCooperationUnit@wales.gsi.gov.uk  

 

What’s been happening @WEFOWales? 

 

Follow us @WEFOWales. If you have any messages that you would like us to tweet, 

please get in touch. 

Added extras 

Don’t forget that six new Horizon 2020 funding calls are still open 

More than €550 million is available until February across 6 initiatives including 

sustainable food security, rural innovation and business, marine projects, the 

bioeconomy, smart cities and green vehicles. Find out more here. 

The Engineering Research Network Wales – new website! 

Developed with a fresh new look, user friendly navigation and updated with the latest 

content/news.  

Are you an SME looking to internationalise your business?  

Take a look at this study into Internationalisation of innovation in SMEs. The study 

focuses on the combination of two subjects – innovation and internationalisation – 

which are deemed to be crucial for the European economy. The study has two key 

parts: (1) twelve case studies of innovative SMEs with insightful international activity 

and (2) an analysis of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats (SWOT) of 

European policy measures and infrastructure seeking to enhance such 

internationalisation. 

Seal of Excellence - new website 

This quality label is awarded to project proposals which were submitted for funding 

under Horizon 2020, passed stringent selection and award criteria but could not be 

funded due to budget constraints. The Commission’s Seal of Excellence website has 

had a revamp – it should be easier to navigate so you can quickly find what you are 

looking for. If you have a Seal of Excellence, please get in touch with us, we may be 

able to assist you.  

Streaming Service of the European Commission 

This website streams live from the events taking place in the European Commission 

meeting rooms. There are lots of events/seminars/workshops coming up for you to 

watch, saving you from making that trip to Brussels. 

mailto:TerritorialCooperationUnit@wales.gsi.gov.uk
https://twitter.com/wefowales
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/horizon-2020-european-fund-seeks-innovative-business-projects
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https://ec.europa.eu/research/regions/index.cfm?pg=soe
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Country profiles and featured projects 

Interested in what other countries are up to? You may find this interactive map of all 

EU countries useful. Click on the map for key, research-related data and recent 

success stories on projects relating to that country.  

Are you applying to the H2020 fund? Tell us what you are up to; we are here to 

support you. 

TOP TIP!  

Take a look at the top tips document produced by our Welsh experts/evaluators! 

Feedback    

Horizon 2020 e-News is a regular digest of useful information for the Horizon 2020 

community in Wales.  It is put together by the Welsh Government’s Horizon 2020 

Unit but we hope that the community in Wales will also see it as a vehicle to share 

information. We also welcome your comments and suggestions, please get in touch. 

Please forward e-News on to anyone who might be interested and/or let us know 

anyone we should include on the circulation next time. If you have been forwarded 

this, and would like to subscribe, please let us know through the Horizon 2020 

Mailbox.  You can use the same address to let us know if you want to unsubscribe 

*Please note that the inclusion of details of upcoming events or training does not 

amount to an endorsement of those events or training by the Welsh Government.  

Listings are included entirely at the Welsh Government’s sole discretion and we 

reserve the right to reject or withdraw the listing of any event or training without 

explanation.  Please note that your use of this newsletter is governed by our Terms 

and Conditions which are available on request. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/index_en.cfm?pg=country-profiles
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