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MAKING WAVES 
PROJECTS that will generate energy from the 
waves and tidal currents in Welsh waters 
have been backed by millions of EU funds.  
 
A £10m EU investment is supporting 
energy company, Minesto UK, to take  
forward a major tidal energy initiative off the 
coast of Anglesey which could produce  
electricity for thousands of homes.  
 
Meanwhile, Swansea-based Marine Power 
Systems secured £2m of EU funds to develop 
its patented technology which will generate 
energy from ocean waves off the  
Pembrokeshire coast. 

Over 550,000 homes and businesses across Wales have access 
to Superfast broadband – made possible with £89.5m  
EU funding in the Superfast Cymru programme. 

DID YOU 

KNOW? 

 

 

 EU funds helped establish the UK’s first full-scale mountain bike 

 park in the heart of the South Wales valleys. BikePark Wales, based 

 in Merthyr, opened in 2013 and benefited from £2m of EU funds. 

RACING AHEAD 

ON CAMPUS 
OVER 5,000 students are 
benefiting from world-
class facilities at Swansea 
University’s new Bay 
Campus, which opened in 
September and was 
backed by £40m of EU 
funds and £60m from the  
European Investment 
Bank. 
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STAR SCIENTISTS 

LEADING American scientist, 
Diana Huffaker, is aiming to 
turn Cardiff into a global hub 
for the compound  
semiconductor industry as 
part of the EU-funded Sêr 
Cymru programme bringing 
star scientists to Wales. 

BRIDGES INTO WORK 
KIRSTIE Sacre, from Tredegar, was supported towards a career in teaching 
through the EU-funded Bridges into Work scheme.  

Through the scheme, Kirstie started a course at Brynmawr Learning Action 
Centre to become a teaching assistant – and has since completed a teaching 
degree at Swansea University and taught at a primary school in China. 

A £7m EU investment in the scheme in August 2015 will develop the skills of a 
further 2,000 people in the South Wales Valleys over the next three years. 

A CENTRE FOR SPORT 
NORTH Wales’ regional sports venue, Parc Eirias – the home of 
Wales’ under-20s rugby – was developed thanks to a £1.5m EU 
funding boost.  

Welsh businesses and universities have accessed £30m through 
the European Commission’s largest research and innovation  
programme, Horizon 2020. 

DID YOU 

KNOW? 

AROUND £150m of EU funds are ear-marked 
for the new Metro – an integrated transport 
network  for South Wales that will transform 
the way people live, work and travel. 

£150m TO  

PUT METRO 

ON TRACK 

MULTI-MILLION EU INVESTMENT SET FOR A40 & A55 
£85m of EU funds are set to be invested for sections of the A40 in South West Wales and the A55 in 
North Wales.  The investment will improve journey times and road safety, and improved accessibility 
to jobs and business. 
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BETTER TRAIN STATIONS 

NINE train stations in Wales have been upgraded through a £21m EU investment. The funding helped 

refurbish facilities, improve access points, create extra platforms and passing loops, and supported a 

completely new and revamped station at Port Talbot. The other stations to benefit were:  

Aberystwyth, Carmarthen, Llandudno, Pontypridd, Porthmadog, Rhyl, Swansea and Ystrad Mynach. 

SHOWTIME! 
Llanelli has a new 500-seat theatre and arts centre after 
£5.1m of EU funds supported the creation of Theatr Ffwrnes 
in the town’s East Gate development. 

CAREERS IN FINANCE 
 
WALES has a graduate programme 
in the finance sector, thanks to  
a £1.4m EU investment.  

The investment will support the 
recruitment of graduates to  
leading financial services  
companies and a development 
programme that leads to a  
Masters degree in Financial  
Services Management. 

Katy Thomas, 25, from Cardiff  
has joined Julian Hodge Bank as  
an Assistant Accountant through 
the programme. 

SWANSEA University law graduate, 
Stacey Evans, from Llanelli, got her first 
job in the industry with Dezrez Legal in 
Swansea through the Jobs Growth 
Wales programme. 

CREATING 

JOBS FOR 

YOUNG  
PEOPLE 
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SETTING SAIL 

THE Outdoor Activities sector in North Wales received a boost with the opening of Plas Heli, the 
National Sailing and Events Centre in Pwllheli. Over £4m of EU funds supported the  
development of Plas Heli, which opened last year. 

S A FE T Y IN S P OR T  
WREXHAM-BASED head safety-wear manufacturer, Charles 
Owen & Co, has secured €273,000 from the  
European Commission to take part in a ground-breaking  
project aiming to reduce fatalities and injuries in sport. The 
pan-European project is developing new standards for  
helmets used in equestrian, cycling, motor and snow sports. 

OVER 2,500 women in Wales will benefit from an £11m  
project to promote gender equality in Wales’ workplaces. 

Backed by £8m of EU funds, Chwarae Teg’s Agile Nation 2  
project will support women to develop their careers through 
leadership programmes and mentoring, and will support 
around 400 employers to implement equality strategies and 
modern working practices. 

By 2020, millions of EU funds are set to be invested to create jobs,  
develop new technologies and products, and support business growth. 

 £285m towards research and innovation 
 £185m supporting business growth 
 £145m for renewable energy and energy efficiency 

WOMEN IN 

WORK 

DID YOU 

KNOW? 
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MAKING A SPLASH! 

PONTY Lido has welcomed over 50,000 people through 
its doors since July 2015 after a major restoration, 
which was funded by £3m of EU funds.  

The historic family attraction is the only one of its kind 
in Wales. 

94,000 apprenticeships are being created over the next four 
years thanks to £83m of EU funds. EU-backed apprenticeships 
have already been created at employers in Wales including  
Airbus, EE, BBC Wales, Admiral, Principality, Sony, GE Aviation 
and Celtic Manor. 

DID YOU 

KNOW? 

ZOE Batten, from Pontypridd, did her  
EU-backed apprenticeship with British  
Airways Avionic Engineering. 

THE next generation of leaders within Wales’ engineering 
sector are being developed thanks to a £8.6m EU funding 
boost for the Materials and Manufacturing Academy at 
Swansea University’s new Bay Campus.  

The industry-backed programme includes opportunities to 
achieve Research Masters and Engineering Doctorates. 

ENGINEERING LEADERS 

THE National Waterfront Museum in Swansea tells the story of industry and 
innovation in Wales, now and over the last 300 years.  
The glass-fronted Museum, which includes a  
gallery, exhibition and library, benefited  
from £3.7m of EU funds for  
its construction. 

THE STORY OF WALES 
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REGENERATION GAME 

THE £7m restoration of the Grade 1 listed Georgian building 
Llanelly House was backed by £2.5m of EU funds. 

Llanelly House is Llanelli’s premier heritage visitor  
attraction for archaeology, history, community, genealogy 
and conservation. 

The Carmarthenshire Heritage Regeneration Trust restored 
the building to its early 18th Century condition and  
re-opened Llanelly House as a Community Heritage Centre 
providing a visitor attraction and a range of jobs,  
community heritage and other facilities for visitors and the 
local community.  

The restoration was completed and opened to the public in 
autumn 2013 and was followed by the BBC’s Restoration 
series with celebrity interior designer Laurence  
Llewelyn-Bowen.   

St. Tydfil’s Bridge 

Swansea Station 

TOWNS and cities across Wales have been having a facelift with the support of EU Funds. 

The refurbishment and redevelopment of a number of key buildings and sites within Merthyr 
Tydfil Town Centre, such as the Redhouse (below) and Tydfil’s Bridge (left), was made possible by 
an investment of over £7m of EU funds, to help boost business investment and create jobs. 
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REGENERATION GAME 

Penuel Square, Pontypridd 
Calzaghe Bridge, Newbridge 

MORE than £7m of EU funds have already helped to  
reinvent Porth Eirias in Colwyn Bay by modernising its  
famous promenade, improving the public realm and the  
creation of new facilities at Porth Eirias Watersports Centre.  

TOWNS and cities across Wales have been having a facelift with the support of EU Funds. 

The refurbishment and redevelopment of a number of key buildings and sites within Merthyr 
Tydfil Town Centre, such as the Redhouse (below) and Tydfil’s Bridge (left), was made possible by 
an investment of over £7m of EU funds, to help boost business investment and create jobs. 

Porth Eirias, Colwyn Bay 

Celtic Gateway, Holyhead  
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EDUCATION in Blaenau Gwent has been transformed 
through the £33.5m state-of-the-art Blaenau Gwent 
Learning Zone, which opened in 2012 and was  
supported by £7.3m of EU funds. 

The Learning Zone is helping to improve educational 
outcomes for all learners – through A level subjects and 
vocational courses for a broad range of industries. 

LEARNING ZONE  

BAC K I NT O  WOR K  

DEAN Morgan, from Briton Ferry, found his route back into 
work with help from the EU-funded Workways project after 
being unemployed for eight months. 

After taking part in training for construction trades through 
Workways, Dean got a job with local construction  
company, Jistcourt, and has since been promoted to Site 
Supervisor. 

He said: “Getting back into work has made a big difference. 
With a mortgage and children it was very difficult to make 
my cash stretch. I’m now much happier in my family and 
working life; it’s really, really good to have a job.” 

In February, a further £7.5m of EU funds were committed 
to Workways to extend the project for a further three years 
– 4,000 out-of-work people in South West Wales will  
benefit as a result. 

DRIVING BUSINESS  
THE Harbour Way link road between Port Talbot and junction 
38 of the M4 was developed thanks to £54m of EU funds – 
opening up the area for further business development. 

ABERYSTWYTH-BASED Pysgoty, run 
by husband and wife team, Craig and  
Rhiannon Edwards, was brought to 
life with help from the Welsh  
Government’s EU-backed Business 
Start-Up scheme. 

The seafood café/bar officially 
opened its doors in April 2015 after a  
complete renovation from its former 
life as a public toilet and fisherman’s 
store. 

Craig and Rhiannon received advice 
and information as well as help with 
an application for a Start Up loan to 
finance the conversion, fitting out 
costs and advice on recruitment and 
staff issues for the restaurant. 
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By 2020, around £405 million of EU funds are set to be invested 
in improving Wales’ infrastructure, including £250m for 
transport schemes. 

£80M FOR THE A465 

THE dualling of the Heads of the Valleys road between Tredegar and Brynmawr 
was made possible with over £79m of EU funds – improving travel times for  
people, and opening up more employment and business opportunities across the 
South Wales Valleys. 

DID YOU 

KNOW? 

A WORLD-CLASS research centre for advanced  
engineering materials is being built in Port Talbot after 
£7.5m of EU funds were secured. Over £12m of inward 
investment within the next seven years is expected 
through industry collaborations targeting companies  
including SpaceX, Rolls Royce, Boeing and Siemens. 

WORLD CLASS  
ENGINEERING 

BREAKING NEW 
GROUND IN 

BRAIN RESEARCH 
MEDICAL breakthroughs in dementia, 
schizophrenia and multiple sclerosis are 
planned at Cardiff  University’s new  
world-leading Brain Research Imaging 
Centre (CUBRIC), which was part-funded 
with £4.6m of EU funds. 
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AROUND 5,000 young people in 
Wales are taking part in a  
EU-funded STEM Cymru II  
programme aimed at increasing 
the number of young engineers, 
scientists, technologists, and 
mathematicians in the Welsh 
workforce. 

A group of young people from 
Cynnfig Comprehensive School in 
Bridgend took part in the first  
EU-backed STEM Cymru project 
and helped the Sony develop a 
packing solution for the Raspberry 
Pi. 

YOUNG SCIENTISTS 

BACKING BUSINESS  
NORTH Wales is getting a state-of-the-art centre for 
low carbon and renewable energy businesses after 
£10.2m of EU funds were secured to support the  
construction of Menai Science Park in Anglesey. 

 

 

 

a 

EXPLORING 

THE COAST 

THE 870 miles of the Wales Coastal Path 
runs from Chepstow in the south to 
Queensferry in the north.  

Wales was the first country in the world 
to create a dedicated footpath close to 
most of its coastline, and the work was 
supported by £3.7m of EU funds. 

AWARD-WINNING ROAD SCHEME 
A £21m EU investment supported improvements to a 
2.5km section of the A40 trunk road in  
Pembrokeshire and a 2km bypass for the village of 
Robeston Wathen. The award-winning scheme has 
improved safety and journey time reliability, as well 
as providing relief from the effects of trunk road 
traffic for local residents. 

Since 2007, 58 kilometres of footpaths or cycle ways have been created 
or reconstructed through support from EU funds – that’s the equivalent 
of cycling from Cardigan to St David’s. 

DID YOU 

KNOW? 
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YOUNG people at risk of falling out of education or training in North Wales are benefiting from  
an EU-backed project aiming to raise aspirations and help them achieve their potential. 

The £18m TRAC 11-24 scheme is backed by £11.5m of EU funds, and is offering a range of support  
including mentoring, counselling, alternative curriculum provision, attendance support, and advice and 
guidance. 

Over 4,790 young people across North Wales will benefit over the next three years. 

YOUNG PEOPLE ON TRAC 

BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE 
 

SHAUN WELSH benefited from the EU-funded scheme ION  
Leadership after setting up Trojan Construction  
Management with David Thomas three years ago. 

After completing the course, Shaun said: “Although we had a 
great foundation and knowledge in construction, we knew 
little about business or running a company. The course  
enabled me to take a step back, and view the  
business from the outside.” 

Since its creation, the Treforest-based company, was named 
UK ‘contractor of the year’ by global restaurant  
giant KFC and has gone on to build 24 outlets across  
England and Wales for the worldwide brand and more  
recently named at number 25 in the Fast Growth 50 Awards. 

REACHING THE HEIGHTS 
HAFOD ERYRI the £8.4m visitors centre and café at the summit of Snowdon, is the highest building in 
Wales and England, and was backed by £4.2m of EU funds. 

Visitors can enjoy views across the mountain range from the "window on the world" wall of glass 
which makes up the front of the centre.  
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QuizQuiz  Answers at the bottom of the page 

1. How much EU funds are being invested in jobs and skills opportunities for young people  
 2014-2020? 

 A) £25m      B) £125m      C) £225m      D) £325m 

 

2. Since 2007, how many people across Wales have gained qualifications with the support  
 of EU-funded schemes? 

 A) 155,000     B) 205,000     C) 225,000     D) 310,000 

 

3. Since 2007, how many people in Wales have been helped into work with the support of  
          EU-funded schemes? 

 A) 20,000      B) 35,000     C) 70,000     D) 85,000 

 

4. Since 2007, how many businesses have EU funds  helped to create in Wales? 
 A) 8,150   B) 11,925     C) 12,500     D) 13,335 

 

5. How much EU funds are being invested in marine energy during the 2014-2020 Structural 
 Funds programmes? 

 A) £35m    B) £50m  C) £75m             D) £100m 

 

6. Since 2007, how many businesses in Wales have been supported through EU-funded  
 projects? 

 A) 6,900      B) 10,480    C) 14,850    D) 18,400 

 

7. By 2020 EU funds will help to increase the number of  people using public transport in 
 East Wales by: 

 A) 5%      B) 10%       C) 15%     D) 20%  

 

8. £20m of EU funds supported 4.5 kilometres of road improvements on the A40 in  
 Pembrokeshire. That’s the equivalent of how many rugby pitches? 

 A) 30        B) 35          C) 40         D) 45 

 

9. Since 2007, how many premises have been created or refurbished with the support of  EU 
 funds? 

 A)  25,000       B) 50,000      C)  75,000       D) 100,000 

 
10. Since 2007, how many properties have benefited from EU backed flood protection 
 measures? 
 A) Over 2,000       B) Over 4,000     C) Over 6,000       D) Over 8,000 

Answers:   1) C, 2) C, 3) C, 4) B, 5) C, 6) D, 7) B, , 8) D, 9) D, 10) D 

Enquiries:    0845 010 3355 


